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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #13 

 24th November, 2022 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 

Happy 51st UAE 
National Day for next 

weekend. Congratulations to the  
leadership & peoples of the UAE. 

 
 
Many thanks to the 44.4% star parents who have 
now completed the latest GEMS parent survey. We 
are looking forward to receiving the positive points 
from the remaining 59.6% of star parents. Please 
balance your WWW & EBI positively, as we want to 
appreciate the teachers, & scores less than 7 show as 
negative detractors, which we want to avoid. Many 
thanks for all the kind feedback  
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

From 
Wednesday 
23rd Novem-
ber 

• Exam timings for all FS1-Y10 students (all stu-
dents will leave at 12pm daily until end T1) 

• Normal lessons for Y11-13 (Board Exam classes) 

Tues. 29th 
Nov. 

• National Day Celebrations. Students may come 
dressed in UAE National flag colours & bring 
traditional food. There will be a PPP Greetings 
Card competition. 

Thurs. 1st 
Dec. 

• Possible school closed for UAE National Day. 
(TBC by SPEA) 

Mon. 12th 
Dec. to Sun-
day 1st Jan. 
2023 
 (3 weeks) 

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• School resumes for T2 on Monday 2nd January, 
2023. Please note that T2 school fees are due. 
Thanks you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Item Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary & gen-

eral notices 

•   

3-9 Whole School News • MOE Teachers CPD with SPEI 
Ms. Rana 

• Junior CPD; Marking & Feed-
back 

• WIN Inter-School Inclusion 
Event 

• Top Tips for Exam Success 

• UAE National Day & PPP prep-
aration 

  10 Whole School Environmental 

Recycling Superstar Champions 

 week 

  Whole School Superstar Cham-

pions 

•   

11 Whole school Birthdays for the 

week  

•   

 12 Junior Section Superstar Cham-

pions 

• Take Home Teddy winners  

 13-

23 

Junior Section News •  Y1 Desert Park Trip 

• World Children’s Day 

• Trips & class activities 

• PE & Fitness in Y2 

 24 Primary Section Superstar 

Champions 

•   

 25 Primary Section News •  PPP Teamwork 

•  

 26 Secondary Section Superstar 

Champions 

• Examination Board Toppers, 
2022! 

  Secondary Section News •  AUS FiEx FINTECH 
Bootcamp Trip 

• SCOPE 2022 

• Digital Citizenship Week 

• Break-busters Football 

• Break-busters Badminton 
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Whole School News; Teachers Continuing Professional Development (CPD)! 

Our MOE Team Teachers participated in a workshop on Tuesday22/11/22 on the theme ‘How to achieve the highest 
standards in the forthcoming inspection visits. The training was led by Ms. Rana nzal, the Authority's advisor for MOE 
subjects, with the assist of Mr. Aladdin Salah, the Arabic coach for the MOE subjects. 
The training included: 
1. How to measure achievement and progress  
2. Giving examples of lessons and how you can show progress  
3. Answering teachers' queries 
 
We thank Ms. Rana for her tremendous support & enthusiasm to promote high standards across the schools.  
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Whole School News; Teachers Continuing Professional Development (CPD)! 

Ms. Sara Naseem led an important CPD session for the Junior Team on ‘Marking and Feedback’. 
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Whole School News; Inter-School Arts & Sports Inclusion Competition, Friday 18/11/22! 

WIN school, Dubai, hosted an  inter-school Arts & Sports Inclusion Day on Friday 18/11/22.  Thiviru (Y10) , 
Yashasvi (Y9), Syeda (Y8), Taksha (Y7) all got medals. Our students participated in all events enthusiastically & 
made us proud.  Mny thanks to Ms. Gincy,  Mr. Jaseer, Ms. Rema, Ms. Rejina & the LSAs for accompanying the 
children. 

Congratulations to our lovely 
Support Staff for her prize for 
going ‘Above & Beyond’ to 
serve her school community. 
Thank you! 
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Whole School News; Inter-School Arts & Sports Inclusion Competition, Friday 18/11/22! 

WIN school, Dubai, hosted an  inter-school Arts & Sports Inclusion Day on Friday 18/11/22.  Thiviru (Y10) , 
Yashasvi (Y9), Syeda (Y8), Taksha (Y7) all got medals. Our students participated in all events enthusiastically & 
made us proud.  
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Whole School News; UAE National Day! 

Whole School News; Our PPP Prepares for the National Day! 
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Whole School News; Preparing for Exams! 
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WSS Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; World Children’s Day, 21/11/22! 
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Junior Section News:FS2! 

With Ms. Maria 

With Ms. Sadiqa 
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Junior Section News:FS2! 

With Ms. Maria 
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Junior Section News:FS2! 

With Ms. Nikhat 
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Junior Section News:FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Y1! 

With Ms. Sadiqa 
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Junior Section News; Y2! 

With Ms. Sonia M. 
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Junior Section News; Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Y2! 

With Ms. Shabana 
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Junior Section News; Y2! 
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Junior Section News; PE & Fitness in Y2! 

With Ms. Sheema 
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Well done to Aissel Elsayed (Y5H1) for great engagement in an Arabic lesson that supported the progress of oth-
ers. Thanks to Ms. Majedah for enabling engagement for all students regardless of their ability. 

WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Well done to Syed Talha Ahmed (Y2S2) for achieving the challenge set by Ms. Safia and Ms. Ta-
hira solved real life problems in managing money and going beyond expectations. 

Well done to Salama Mohammad (Y2S2) for accepting the challenge and showing perseverance to 
make the required changes in her Mathematics lesson. Thanks Ms. Safia and Ms. Tahira for 
stretching and challenging your students. 
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Primary Section News; PPP Teamwork! 

Many thanks to our active PPP (Positive Parent Partners) for con-
tributing their valuable time to support our Primary Maths focus. 
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Zuhair Rehman, the WSS GEMS Platinum Jubilee Scholarship winner 

for 2022-2023, received his certificate from the GEMS Founder Chair-

man Mr. Sunny Varkey, and GEMS CEO Mr. Dino Varkey, at an ex-

clusive ceremony on the QEII on 3/11/22 

WSS International Board Exam Toppers! 
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Secondary Section News; AUS FiEx FINTECH Bootcamp Trip, 17/11/22! 

Our AS/AL Business 
students visited the 
American University 
of Sharjah on Thurs-
day 17/11/22 to partici-
pate in the first edition 
of FiEx Fintech Youth 
Hub, the region’s larg-
est fintech bootcamp 
specifically designed 
for business students. 
Students interacted 
with business profes-
sionals to learn more 
about the practicality 
of business prospects 
and challenges faced 
by entrepreneurs.  
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Secondary Section News; Creativity! 
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Secondary Section News; SCOPE 2022! 

SCOPE 2022 was  hosted by GEMS Legacy School on Thursday 17/11/22. 
The event took the first leap as a LIVE, inter-school event. In endeavored 
to  include as many students from the UAE & around the world, aspiring to 
provide a platform for  student voice in support of Climate Action.  SCOPE 
2022 was a  collaborative space for students of all ages to learn from each 
other as they exchanged ideas and opinions. 

 
All events were centered around SDG @10 and SDG@8. 

 
Events conducted included: 

1. Stream ability: creating a prototype that offers practical solutions 

2. Mark Up: Marketing an innovative product 

3. Scoped Arabic and English: An  effective and inspiring speech on SDG 
@10 

4. Design the line: Reuse and recycle the sustainable materials to create 
the garment 

5. Delegation: Research the countries assigned  and articulate the curated 
information to share and discuss real-world problems pertaining to climate 
change. 

6. Sustainable diet: An innovative recipe and cook one meal. 

7. It all started with: To  create a comic strip on SDG@8(Virtual event) 
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Secondary Section News; SCOPE 2022! 

Many thanks to Ms. 
Laneetha & Ms. Indira 
for supporting our stu-
dents to attend & do so 
well at this important 
event. 
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Secondary Section News; SCOPE 2022! 
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This week conducted a Digital Citizenship 
Week for Secondary students. 

Our Year 9 to Year 13 students worked on 
movie-making and digital posters. 

The topic for Year 7 and Year 8 was ‘Best out 
of Waste’. 

Students were very enthusiastic and made 
working models of computers and robots with 
waste material. 

- Ms. Sanjalika 

Secondary Section News; Digital Citizenship Week! 
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Secondary Section News; Break Busters Teams! 
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Secondary Section News; Break Busters Teams! 
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Secondary Section News; Break Busters Teams! 
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Y7 & Y8 writing about national day in French with Mr. Abdelrahman 

Secondary Section News 

Last week, Head Boy Zuhair Ateeq attended a CEO Session event with the David Harkin, CEO of 8billion ideas. This was 
session 1 of 6 that have been planned for this academic year.  Mr. David will be uniquely working with GEMS students on an 
'Aspiring CEO Programme - ACP' aimed at students who have high aspirations for the future & want to learn about the 
realities of being a CEO, what it takes to run a business, and key attributes that are required for success.  
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Secondary Section News; Inter-House Break-Busters Badminton Competition! 


