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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #13 

 23rd November, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Student Safeguarding; Device  
Use 
Safeguarding our children is a 
priority & we need your help. 

Parents, please monitor your child’s Device use at 
home also for content & access to SM sites, & be es-
pecially vigilant about VPN use, so that they are pro-
tected from inappropriate material. Thank you. 
 
ID Cards 
Many thanks to the student & parents who are dili-
gently wearing their ID card to enter school daily, 
thereby helping us to keep our children safe & for us 
to meet the requirements of company Safeguarding 
Audits.  
 
A good tip to help children remember to bring their 
ID card daily is if they put it in their school bag once 
they leave school at the end of the day. 
 
Failing to wear the ID card is a disciplinary issue, so 
to avoid Incident Reports, please ensure that your 
child always wears their ID to school. If they need to 
buy a new ID card, please contact the BBT office in 
Reception (cost AED25/-). Many thanks. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 13th 
Nov. 

• GEMS Parent Survey open. Parents are kindly 
requested to take a few minutes to complete it 
positively to support ongoing school develop-
ment. Please see the document on p6-7 for guid-
ance. Thank you. 

Mon. 20th 
Nov.—
Mon. 11th 
Dec. 

• Class & Portrait Photographs (optional). Exact 
date has been shared by your child’s Teacher. 

• The online Link to select, order & pay for re-
quired photos will be shared with parents . 

Wednesday 
29th Nov.  

• WSS UAE National Day celebrations. Staff & 
students may come dressed in the UAE flag col-
ours & bring traditional food to share with 
classmates (optional)  

Mon. 4th-
Thurs. 14th 
Dec 

• All students on exam timings, 7:20am-12:30pm. 

• Buses will leave at 12:30pm. 

• Babysitting available until 2:20pm if required 

Sat.30th 
Dec. 2023 

• Online fee payment of T2 fees recommended to 
avoid queues. However, the Cashier will be open 
for parent convenience, 8am-2pm 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—Mon. 
1st Jan. 
2024 

• School closed for Winter Break (2 weeks). 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Whole School News; GEMS Wellbeing Charter! 
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Whole School News; Parent Survey Guidelines 
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Whole School News; Parent Survey Guidelines 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Ms. Ashmabi was invited to be a guest judge for 
the 'Climate Catalysts' Inter-School Competi-
tion held on Saturday 18/11/23 at Woodlem 
Park School, Dubai. 
 
Ms. Ashmabi reported that, “Being involved as a 
judge for this competition, representing WSS was 
an immensely rewarding experience. I judged the 
event ‘The Green Deeds: Bridging Islam with 
Climate Action’ for grades 6 to 8 (age 11 to 13) It 
was an honour to contribute to the judging pro-
cess and witness the incredible efforts put forth by 
the participants. Evaluating their projects and 
ideas was a challenging yet fulfilling task. It was 
heartening to see how these young minds are ac-
tively engaged in finding practical solutions to 
combat climate change and promote sustainabil-
ity. 
 
I am thrilled to share some valuable takeaways 
that I believe can be implemented for the benefit 
of our students and our esteemed school, In-
sha’Allah.” 

WSS Alumni Report! 

Then & Now; we are very happy & 
proud to meet WSS Alumni (Y4 in 
2013-2014), Moaz again, who is now 
studying Dentistry in Egypt.   
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Whole School News; Colin the Character Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Charity, Community Spirit, Honesty, Kindness & Respect)  

Charity for Gaza. 
Thank you! 

Thank you to 
Shameer (Y8BS
(who demon-
strated an excel-
lent example of 
helping a class-
mate by kindly 
helping him with 
his shoelaces. 
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Whole School News; Story Board Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Wellbeing Champions of the Week! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Spellcheck Champi-
ons of the Week! 
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Junior Section News; Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 21/11/23! 
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Junior Section News; Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 21/11/23! 
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Junior Section News; Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 21/11/23! 

The Primary Choir also performed at the Student Leaders Investiture 
Ceremony. The Choir includes Sheinya, a talented Y1 singer, who also 
performed a fabulous solo. 
 
We also enjoyed an extremely beautiful traditional dance by talented 
dancer Meenakshi.  
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Y2H2 presented a really impres-
sive Assembly, linking Team-
work seed germination, to the 
formation of the UAE, our school 
vision ’Excellence Through 
Teamwork, Success for all!’ & to 
real life 

Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2H2! 
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Y1D1 presented a lovely 
Assembly related to 
‘Children’s Day’ linked 
to 5 core values that we 
want to promote & apply 
to our daily lives; Hones-
ty, Respect, Responsibil-
ity, Courage & Kindness. 

Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1D1, 23/11/23! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Projects! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2H2! 



22 

 

Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1D2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1F2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1H2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1H2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1S2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1S2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2D2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2F1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2H1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2S1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2S2! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Y5 Class, DOJO 
& Reading Su-
perstar Champi-
ons 

Y5 Century Tech. Superstar 
Champions for October 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y5D1, 22/11/23! 

Y5D1 presented an ex-
tremely well-prepared, 
quality Assembly on 
‘Conquer Your Fears’. 
We learnt that we need 
to ask for help from 
trusted others so we can 
face our fears & perse-
vere, as fear is just in 
the mind. 
 
The Skit was particu-
larly well done, with 
confident acting, clear 
lines & a meaningful 
message. 



36 

 

Primary Section News; Learning Projects! 

Ms. Dalal tried an interesting activity; she created groups for all the classes she teaches and gave each of them a group name 
that reflected a desirable characteristic, such as Loyalty group, Work group, Cooperation group, Activity group. This rein-
forced applying values to their group work. 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3 & Y4! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y6! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Century Tech. Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Eva Maria Tony (Y13) had completed in-
ternship at Sharjah eGovernment during 
last summer break. 
 
She reported of her experience: 
 "I had the opportunity to intern at Sharjah 
eGovernment for a duration of two months. 
Throughout this period, I had the chance to 
work in both the Security and Networking 
departments. What truly fascinated me and 
influenced my career aspirations was my ex-
posure to virtual servers. During my intern-
ship, I got to explore the realm of virtual serv-
ers, and it completely captured my interest. 
This experience has shaped my path, leading 
me towards a career in technology. I am ex-
tremely grateful for the knowledge and inspi-
ration I gained from my time at Sharjah 
eGovernment. I am excited about pursuing a 
career that combines my passion with the 
changing world of technology.” 
 

WSS Secondary Section Century Tech. Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Thank you Ms. Siji 
for organizing the T1 
Library Competi-
tions 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Talented Artist! 
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Secondary Section News; Wellbeing Week! 
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Secondary Section News; Wellbeing Week! 

KS4 Girls engaged in well-being activities as part 
of Well-being Week.  
 
Activities included guided out-door well-being 
activities to promote mental well-being (grounding 
exercise & gratitude Reflection), plus students 
input with  quotes & messages on wellbeing. 



46 

 

Secondary Section News; The GEMS Sheikha Fatima 

Scholarship Award! 

The Sheikha Fatima Award for Excel-
lence is a scholarship programme (one 
year’s free tuition) that is awarded to 
the top female student in each GEMS 
school. This is a fiercely contested 
award that draws applications from 
the best & brightest girls. The award 
is given for academic success, commu-
nity service, Leadership, environmen-
tal contribution, WSS community 
engagement & character. 
 
Above were the final shortlisted final-
ists, with the award  for 2023-2024 
finally going to Noor Mustafa (Y13G). 
Congratulations Noor! 


