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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #13 

 13th November, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
As we head into exam sea-
son from Monday 17/11/25, 
we wish your children every 
success! Remember, regular 
practice of key concepts 
throughout the Term is key 
to effective learning & re-
duces revision stress. Re-
member that your children 

need lots of sleep, encouragement & healthy food—
we are sure that with your loving support they will 
do very well & enjoy the pride of well-earned suc-
cess! 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Wednesday 
19/11/25 

• Odd Socks Day to celebrate  individual differ-
ences & unity through diversity! 

• You child may wear brightly-coloured, odd 
socks to school (optional) 

Monday 
17/11/25-
Thursday 
27/11/25 

• Term 1 exams. Whole school on exam timings 
7:15am-12:15pm until end of Term. 

Thursday 
27/11/24 

• WSS celebrates UAE National Day (TBC). Stu-
dents may come dressed in UAE national dress 
or flag colours & bring traditional food to share 
with friends (optional). As per the Authorities, 
no flags to be represented on food. 

Thursday 
4th Decem-
ber 

• Last day of T1. Students are expected to attend 
until last day. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Whole School News; Social Studies Exhibition, 13/11/25! 
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Whole School News; Exam Preparedness  

Top Tips from Our Islamic Council! 
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Whole School News; Exam Preparedness  

Top Tips from Our Islamic Council! 

This presentation 
was prepared and 
delivered by our 
Islamic Student 
Council members to 
different classes 
during break time 
to motivate their 
peers and remind 
them of the im-
portance of sincere 
effort, discipline, 
and faith during the 
exam period. 

The presentation 
highlights effective 
study habits, the 
value of honesty 
and hard work, and 
the importance of 
maintaining a calm 
and focused mind-
set. It also reinforc-
es the spiritual as-
pect of seeking 
knowledge as an act 
of worship. 
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Leading with Diversity 

Whole School News; Week 9 ECA Report! 
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WSS Sporting Superstar Champions—The 4th WSS Northern 

Emirates Football Tournament, 3-6/11/25! 

U11 

Whole School News; 

Parent Voice— ‘You 

Said...We Did…’! 
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WSS Superstar Champions—GEMS Youth Parliament! 

Nabia’s Art Portfolio continues to mature. As she 
& her mother said, “The future belongs to those 
who believe in the beauty of their dreams" and that 
"the capacity to learn is a gift; the ability to learn is 
a skill; the willingness to learn is a choice".  

As per Nabia’s Art Teacher, Nabia is definitely a 
star for her commitment to completing her tasks 
beautifully & creatively. Here she has created a 
beautiful calligraphy composition in the lesson on 
Mattar Bin Lahej Arabic Calligraphy. 

Keep it up Nabia!  

GEMS has formed a Youth Parliament, to give 
student an additional opportunity to have 
‘Voice’ in their learning journey. Here is Airah 
Haris (Y6GS), one of our superstar Youth Par-
liament reps. 

Qazi Hamza (Y12B)  is our Sec-
ondary Youth Parliament Rep. 
He said, “As Youth Parliament 
representative, my role is to 
strengthen youth voices and uni-
fy opinions. This opportunity 
helps me better understand my 
peers and represent their per-
spectives. I’m eager to take on 
this journey with commitment 
and pride..” 
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WSS Sporting Superstar Champions—The 4th WSS Northern 

Emirates Football Tournament, 3-6/11/25! 

 

Tournament Report 
 
GEMS Westminster School, Sharjah, proudly hosted the Northern Emirates Cup – Season 4 (2025), uniting 15 schools from across 
the region in a celebration of sportsmanship, teamwork, and athletic excellence. The four-day football tournament, featuring both 
girls’ and boys’ categories, aimed to promote physical fitness, discipline, and inter-school collaboration. 
The event showcased remarkable participation, flawless organization, and immense enthusiasm from students, teachers, and staff, 
making this edition one of the most memorable to date. 
Event Summary 

• Schools Participated: 15 

• Total Teams: 64 

• Total Participants: 742 
 
Day-wise Overview 

 Day 1 – Monday, 3rd November 2025 (Girls’ Matches) The tournament commenced with 15 schools participating in the 
girls’ categories, involving 360 students, 50+ PE teachers, and 4 match officials. The league-stage matches highlighted high 
energy, coordination, and teamwork. Support from the school leadership team and the PE Department ensured a smooth 
and engaging start. 
 

 Day 2 – Tuesday, 4th November 2025 (Boys’ Matches) Day two featured 382 boys competing across multiple age groups. 
The day was filled with exciting fixtures and skillful performances, balancing competitive spirit with fair play, coordinated 
efficiently by staff, officials, and volunteers. 
 

 Day 3 – Wednesday, 5th November 2025 (Girls’ Grand Final Day) Eight schools with 192 student participants, 20 PE teachers, 
4 officials, and the WSS PE team attended the Girls’ Grand Finals. Support from 25 student volunteers, 25 junior school students, 
and 25 primary student volunteers contributed to seamless ground management and event logistics. The finals reflected top-tier per-
formance, sportsmanship, and teamwork. 

 Day 4 – Thursday, 6th November 2025 (Boys’ Grand Final Day) The Boys’ Grand Finals brought together 10 schools, 192 stu-
dent players, 20 PE teachers, 4 match officials, 25 student volunteers, and 26 junior school students. Matches were highly competi-
tive, demonstrating the finest youth football talent, played with intensity, discipline, and exemplary sportsmanship. 

 

 

Individual Awards for WSS  
 

• U9 girl’s best player: Ken-
za Zorgati Y4S1 

 

• U11 girls beat player: Ma-
lak Islam Y6GS 

• U13 Boys best Goalkeeper: 
Mohamed Nasser Y7 BF 

• U15 Best player : 
YOUSEF MOHI SALA-
MA Y10BH 

• U15 Best goalkeeper: MU-
HAMMAD AREEB US-
MAN Y9BF 

GEMS Westminster School, Sharjah – Performance Highlights 

The host school proudly participated in all categories, delivering outstanding 
performances: 

• U-9 Girls – Winners 

• U-11 Girls – Winners 

• U-13 Girls – Winners 

• U-15 Boys – Winners 

• U-13 Boys – Runner-up 

• U-11 Boys – Third Runner-up 
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WSS Sporting Superstar Champions—The 4th WSS Northern 

Emirates Football Tournament, 3-6/11/25! 
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WSS Sporting Superstar Champions—The 4th WSS Northern 

Emirates Football Tournament, 3-6/11/25! 
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WSS Sporting Superstar Champions—The 4th WSS Northern 

Emirates Football Tournament, 3-6/11/25! 
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WSS Sporting Superstar Champions—The 4th WSS Northern 

Emirates Football Tournament, 3-6/11/25! 
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WSS Sporting Superstar Champions—The 4th WSS Northern 

Emirates Football Tournament, 3-6/11/25! 

U15 

U13 
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WSS Sporting Superstar Champions—The 4th WSS Northern 

Emirates Football Tournament, 3-6/11/25! 
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WSS Sporting Superstar Champions—The 4th WSS Northern 

Emirates Football Tournament, 3-6/11/25! 
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Happy Birthdays!

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

The WSS Environmental  Team  of teachers & students is submitting this 
project to the Dubai Parks Environmental Competition & Exhibition. The 
theme was to create a habitat for the red panda. 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

HOD MOE Subjects Dr. Osama represent 
ed GEMS Westminster School, Sharjah at 
the Bloomington Edu Conference held on 
Saturday 8th November, 2025. 

He participated in an open panel discus-
sion alongside various educational leaders 
from across the UAE. The session was ti-
tled ‘Arabic Language Between the Chal-
lenges of Teaching and Assessment in the 
Age of Cognitive Transformation’ & pro-
vided a valuable platform to exchange in-
sights and experiences. 

Learning Coach 
Ms. Christine led a 
whole-school ses-
sion on ‘Planning 
for Progress’ the 
next step in our 
‘Teach Like a 
GEM’ programme. 
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WSS Junior Section T1 ECA Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section T1 ECA Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section T1 ECA Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section T1 ECA Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section ‘Be a GEM’ Superstar Champions of the Week! 

Arabic Week Winners! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions of the Week! 
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WSS Junior Section ‘Be a GEM’ Superstar Champions of the Week! 
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WSS Junior Section ‘Be a GEM’ Superstar Champions of the Week! 

Congratulations to superstar 
swimmer Younis Tamer for win-
ning first place in a recent ALL-
STARS swimming competition. 
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WSS Junior Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Take-Home -eddy Winner of the week! 

Congratulations to Zidan (Y2D2) & 
his parents for being awarded a Fam-
ily First certificate for their delicious 
recipe submitted as part of GEMS 
October Family First activity. GEMS 
plans to publish a Family First Reci-
pe Book, with all GEMS school’s best 
recipes! We really hope that Zidan’s 
is one of those selected. 

Junior News; Family First October Recipe Activity 
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Thank you to dedicated WSS parents for engaging so enthusias-
tically as Reading Ambassadors, promoting critical reading 
skills through RLAG & Family First values. We love the posi-
tive teamwork! 

Junior News; Family First Parent Engagement  

Read Like a GEM (RLAG)! 



31 

 

Junior News; Family First Parent Engagement  

Read Like a GEM (RLAG)! 

Thank you to dedicated WSS parents for en-
gaging so enthusiastically as Reading Ambas-
sadors, promoting critical reading skills 
through RLAG & Family First values. We love 
the positive teamwork! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2H1, 13/11/25 

‘Be a GEM’—Integrity with Kindness! 

Y2H2’s Assembly 
reminded us that 
integrity & kind-
ness go hand-in-
hand. If we want 
others to trust us, 
we must tell the 
truth, even if we are 
scared or it’s diffi-
cult. Y2H2 present-
ed very confidently 
& clearly—well 
done! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2D1, 13/11/25 

‘Be a GEM’—Kindness! 

‘Be a GEM’ Rou-
tines—Leave 
Your Class  as  
you Entered 
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Junior Section News; Week 9 ECA Report! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities (General)! 

Thank you Kinda (Y3F1) for sharing your super cute video 
about the UAE. This is a great way to develop confidence & 
speaking skills. 

Assembly Choirs 

Receptionist Ms. Michelle appreciated these 3 students for 
waiting quietly & calmly in the Reception area. Thank you 
Mums! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 



37 

 

Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 



40 

 

Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 



45 

 

Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 



46 

 

WSS Primary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Ka-
rate superstar Adam 
(Y6BS) for achieving 
great results in the re-
cent UAE Karate 
Championship. He won    
a silver medal in Kata 
and a bronze medal in 
Kumite. This reflects 
perseverance, hard 
work & commitment. 
Well done Adam—we 
are proud of you! 

GEMStone Champions of October—Leading with Diversity. 
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WSS Primary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities (General)! 
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Primary News; Family First Parent Engagement Science 

Event, 10/11/25! 
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Parents took the initiative to show experiments in class to instill  scientific curi-
osity . 

Primary News; Family First Parent Engagement Science 

Event, 10/11/25! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y5 

SPEA NAFI Anti-Bullying Campaign— ‘Say No to Bullying, 

Yes to Values’ & Y5F2 ‘The Power of Good!’ 

Y5F2 led a well-prepared & im-
portant Assembly on anti-
bullying. We learnt the differ-
ence between jokes (words that 
make us laugh) & teasing (words 
that make someone sad, which is 
bullying). Teasing & bullying 
leave long-term scars—we must 
use our words kindly. 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y5F2 ‘The Power 

of Good’—Anti-Bullying, 12/11/25! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y5F2 ‘The Power 

of Good’—Anti-Bullying, 12/11/25! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y4 STEAM Learning! 

Y4 Anti-Bullying Week! 
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Our Year 4 S1 students celebrated Anti-Bullying Week by creating beautiful Kindness Tree! Each leaf on the tree carries a 
special message or act of kindness written by the students — from kind words they have said, to caring actions they have 
shown towards their classmates  

 Y4S1 Anti-Bullying Week & Reading Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5D2 Learning Activities! 

Celebrating our first 75 days at WSS! 
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Primary Section News; Y5F1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5F2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5H Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5H Learning Activities! 

Primary Section News; Y6 Safeguarding Drill! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Radio Club & STEAM Activity! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Science Day! 
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Primary Section News; Y6BS STEAM Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 STEAM Activities! 



67 

 

Primary Section News; Y6GH STEAM Activities! 
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WSS Secondary Section Maths Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to our trio of mathematical super-
stars who won third place in the Mathematics com-
petition held at RIT Dubai. We love their  hard 
work and dedication! 
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WSS Secondary Section KS3 ‘Be a GEM’ Superstar Champions! 

KS3 GEMS of the Month 

KS3 New Student Leaders 
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WSS Secondary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Secondary Section News; 100 Days at WSS! 



71 

 

Secondary News; Family First Parent Engagement Flag 

Day Competition, 10/11/25!! 
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Secondary News; Family First Parent Voice 

Parenting Tips! 
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Secondary News; Family First Parent Voice 

Parenting Tips! 
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Secondary Section News 

KS3 Assembly Time With Y7GF & Guest Presenter Ms. Aruj 

from SLICES, on Nutrition, 10/11/25! 

WSS is working towards SPEA accredi-
tation as a ‘Health-Promoting School’. 
This means we are reviewing & extend-
ing our Safeguarding, Wellbeing & 
Health initiatives for students & staff 
across the school. This week’s KS3 focus  
was ‘Healthy Lifestyle, particularly nu-
trition & sleep. 
 
Thank you to guest speaker Ms. Aruj 
(from canteen provider SLICES) for 
addressing the students & taking Q&A . 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS Career Fair for KS4 & KS5, 

Saturday 8/11/25! 

Around 75 KS4 & KS5 students & their parents attended the weekend Career fair. 25 universities were represented, with 
enrichment sessions including Admission & Application Guidance (AUS), Exploring Careers in Aviation (UKCBC/Omega 
Aviation Academy, Greece), How to Write an Effective Statement of Purpose (IDP Education) & Thriving in University Life 
(WSS Alumni). The Fair provided valuable guidance on Higher Education, Scholarships & career choices, with some stu-
dents even confirming their university admission during the event. This made it a truly meaningful & inspiring experience 
for all. Hiuge thanks to our Alumni & staff for their attendance & support at such an important event. 
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Secondary Section News; WSS Career Fair for KS4 & KS5, 

Saturday 8/11/25! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS Career Fair for KS4 & KS5, 

Saturday 8/11/25! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS Career Fair for KS4 & KS5, 

Saturday 8/11/25! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS Career Fair for KS4 & KS5, 

Saturday 8/11/25! 
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Secondary Section News 

Y10 SPARK-X Exhibition Sign-up! 
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Secondary Section News; Art Club! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 



85 

 

Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Leadership & Learning! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Leadership & Learning! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Leadership & Learning! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Leadership & Learning! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Leadership & Learning! 
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Commerce Club Executive Dilemma Awards! 

 


