
1 

 

 

GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #12 

 6th November, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Protecting Our Children’s 
Health  
As we head into the winter 
season, there are many 
more cases of flu & other 
communicable diseases. To 
protect our children’s 
health, all sick children 

must rest at home & not attend school until they 
are well. Please inform the school clinic of any  seri-
ous infectious disease such as Influenza A/B etc. so 
we can do additional class sanitization. If your child 
is on Medical Leave, just apply for leave on your 
Parent Portal, upload the Medical Certificate & we 
will approve to give T1 Report Card grades based 
on Continuous Assessment. Health is more im-
portant! 
 
Parent Voice– Parent Survey 
Please note that it is Parent Survey time of the year. 
GEMS are sharing this first with new joining par-
ents. We value your balanced & supportive feed-
back to help us improve. Please see p11-13 for guid-
ance on completing it. Thank you. 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

From 
6/10/25 

• Online  registration system open for new enroll-
ment for September 2026. First come-first-
served for assessment starting from January, 
2026. 

Monday 
17/11/25-
Thursday 
27/11/25 

• Term 1 exams. Whole school on exam timings 
7:15am-12:15pm until end of Term. 

Thursday 
27/11/24 

• WSS celebrates UAE National Day (TBC). Stu-
dents may come dressed in UAE national dress 
or flag colours & bring traditional food to share 
with friends (optional). As per the Authorities, 
no flags to be represented on food, or worn as 
clothes 

Thursday 
4th Decem-
ber 

• Last day of T1. Students are expected to attend 
until last day. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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• This Week’s Leadership GEMStone (Leading with Gratitude) 
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Discipline -’Be a GEM’! ) 

• Assembly Time with FS2H2, 6/11/25 (Be the Best You Can Be) 

• Assembly Time with Y2S2, 6/2/25 (The Power of Unity) 

• FS2 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Social Studies Learning Projects 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 

 
43-46 
46 
47 
 
48 
49-51 
51 
52-57 
58-61 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• Assembly Time with Y6BF (The History of Communication 
Technology) 

• Assembly Time with Y3D2 (Sustainability & the 3Rs) 

• Y3 Learning Activities  

• Y4 Take the Be a GEM Pledge 

• Y5 Learning Activities 

• Y6 Learning Activities  

  
62 
63 
64 
65-74 
 
75-79 
 
80 

Secondary Section News 

• English Department Breast Cancer Awareness Session  

• OOB MUN Participation 

• SIA MUN Participation  

• KS4 Learning Activities (Be a GEM Routines, Anti-Bullying, 
STEM Debate, Talk Box, TEDEX, Trip Time, Academic Cypher) 

• Leadership & Learning in KS5 (Exam Preparation Sessions, KS5 
Trips, IL Room Upgrade, UAE Flag Day Celebration) 

• Learning Activities (General) 

Contents  
Parent Handbook Access QR 



4 

 

Whole School News; Celebrating UAE Flag Day, 3/1/1/25! 



5 

 

Whole School News; Celebrating UAE Flag Day, 3/11/25! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating UAE Flag Day, 3/11/25! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating UAE Flag Day, 3/11/25! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating UAE Flag Day, 3/11/25! 

Whole School News; Keeping our Children Healthy 

Parent Handbook Guidance for School (see p60)! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating UAE Flag Day  

Assembly, 3/1/1/25! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating UAE Flag Day  

Assembly, 3/1/1/25! 
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Whole School News; Parent Voice! 
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Whole School News; Parent Voice—Parent Survey Time! 

It’s Parent Survey time again! We value your 

feedback, so please take a few minutes to scan 

through this guidance letter so that your com-

ments are the most supportive of school de-

velopment. Thank you so much.  
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Whole School News; Parent Voice—Parent Survey Time! 
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Whole School News; Family First - 30x30 November 

Step Fitness Challenge, 7th-17th November! 

Y
o

u
 
a

re
 
in

v
it

ed
 
to

 
su

b
m

it
 
y

o
u

r 
fa

m
il

y
 
S

te
p

 
to

ta
l 

v
ia

 
th

e 
p

o
st

er
 Q

R
 c

o
d

e.
 W

is
h

in
g

 y
o

u
 a

 h
ea

lt
h

y
, 

fu
n

 m
o

n
th

! 



15 

 

Whole School News; The WSS 4th Northern Emirates Cup 

Soccer Tournament, 3rd-6th November! 

Our exciting 4th Northern Emirates Soccer Tournament was held this week. 18 
different schools participated, with 32 teams!  Huge thanks to HOD PE Mr. 
Jisharmon, his team & our enthusiastic student leaders who ran the successful 
tournament & did a fantastic job. 
Here we see our enthusiastic girls’ teams ready to sparkle in their smart strip 
on the football pitch! Go WSS! Below, examples of successful penalties—
GOAL!! 

Congratulations to WSS– winners of the 
U9, U11 & U13 rounds! 
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Whole School News; The WSS 4th Northern Emirates Cup 

Soccer Tournament, 3rd-6th November! 

FS mascots joined the teams for a celebratory photo 

Best Player U9 Best Player U11 Best Goalkeeper U13 Best Player U13 
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Whole School News; The WSS 4th Northern Emirates Cup 

Soccer Tournament, 3rd-6th November! 

Best U13 Goal Keeper 

Congratulations WSS -U9 Champions! 

Best U15 Goal Keeper Best U15 Player 
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Whole School News; The WSS 4th Northern Emirates Cup 

Soccer Tournament, 3rd-6th November! 

Runners-up, U15 

Our talented, enthusiastic & hard-working Student Leaders made the tournament possible. Thank you superstar leaders!! 
HUGE thanks to Mr. Jishar & his amazing PE team for the hard work & for providing such a great sporting & leadership 
opportunities for our students & the other participating Northern Emirates’ schools. 
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Whole School News; The WSS 4th Northern Emirates Cup 

Soccer Tournament, 3rd-6th November! 



20 

 

Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Leading with Gratitude 

Whole School News; Week 8 ECA Report! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions - 

Primary ‘Plant a Tree, Plant a Legacy’ Birthday Initiative! 

Primary students are encouraged to plant a tree for their 
Birthday, leaving an environmentally friendly legacy behind, 
not waste. What a super initiative by our environment team! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

WSS HOD MOE Dr. Osama presented an interactive session to teachers at the Teaching and Learning Conference, held at 
GEMS Cambridge International School – Sharjah on Saturday November 1, 2025, The session was entitled ‘Common Chal-
lenges in Classroom Management: Problems and Solutions.’. Thank you Mr. Osama for giving up weekend time to support. 

Ms. Cristine, our expert 
Learning Coach, led a 
British Sharjah Schools 
Hub CPD session as part 
of our SPEA School Im-
provement Advisor Ms. 
Lynn’s T1 CPD pro-
gramme around deepening 
Middle Leader expertise. 
More than 60 Sharjah 
schools Middle Leaders 
attended. 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 



24 

 

Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to our Champions of the Week! 
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WSS Junior Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Wellbeing Champions of the Week! 

GEMStone Champions of the Week! 
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Junior Section News; Family First Parental 

Engagement—Reading Activity, 5/11/25! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities (General)! 
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What a super Assembly 
by Y1S2 on Self-
Discipline! Ms. Valerie 
even got self-discipline 
& healthy eating tips to 
manage her chocolate 
obsession! 
 
We had a ‘full house’ 
with parents—many 
thanks to all who helped 
with learning lines, cute 
costumes & attending. 
We love the teamwork! 

Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1S2, 6/11/25 

UAE Flag Day & Self-Discipline (‘Be a GEM”)! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2H2, 6/11/25 

Be the Best You Can Be! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time withY2S2, 6/11/25 

Strength in Unity! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 

Junior Section News; Y2 Social Studies Learning Projects! 

With Ms. Amira 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to 
our Y6 Leadership 
GEMStones winners 
for October (the 
month for Leading 
with Diversity)! 

Congratulations to 
our Y6 Class Cham-
pions of the Week! 
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WSS Primary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations 
to our Y3 Class 
Champions of 
the Week! 

Congratula-
tions to our 
Y6 Class 
Champions of 
the Week! 
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WSS Primary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations 
to our Y3 Class 
Champions of 
the Week! 

Congratulations to 
our Y3 GEMStones 
winners of October 
(Leading with Diver-
sity)! 
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Primary Section News 

Thank you students for sharing your interesting 
video & cute pictures on the opening of the new 
Grand Egyptian Museum in Cairo. It looks 

WSS Primary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to sporting su-
perstar Oshala Herath! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6BF 

The History of Communication Technology, 5/11/25! 

Y6BF presented an intriguing Assembly about the development of communi-
cation technology through history, all the way from cave painting, the devel-
opment of  early writing, printing press, telephone, radio, TV & computers! 



48 

 

Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3D2 

Sustainability & the 3Rs, 5/11/25! 
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Primary Section News: Y3D1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News: Y3F2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News: Y3H2 & Y4 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News: Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News: Y5D1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News: Y5D2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News: Y5H1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News: Y5S1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News: Y5S2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News: Y6G Trip Time! 
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Primary Section News: Y6G Trip Time! 
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Primary Section News: Y6BD Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News: Y6 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Breast Cancer Awareness Session! 



63 

 

Secondary Section News; OOB MUN Participation! 
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Secondary Section News; SIA MUN Participation! 
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Secondary Section News: Leadership & Learning in KS4! 
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Secondary Section News: Learning Activities in KS4! 
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Secondary Section News: Learning Activities in KS4! 
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Secondary Section News: Learning Activities in KS4! 
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Secondary Section News: Learning Activities in KS4! 
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Secondary Section News: Learning Activities in KS4! 



71 

 

Secondary Section News: Learning Activities in KS4! 
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Secondary Section News: Learning Activities in KS4! 
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Secondary Section News: Learning Activities in KS4! 
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Secondary Section News: Learning Activities in KS4! 
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Secondary Section News: Leadership & Learning in KS5! 
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Secondary Section News: Leadership & Learning in KS5! 
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Secondary Section News: Leadership & Learning in KS5! 
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Secondary Section News: Leadership & Learning in KS5! 
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Secondary Section News: Leadership & Learning in KS5! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities (General)! 


