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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #12 

 16th November, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
GEMS Internal Inspection 
Review, 14/11/23 
On 14/11/23, WSS hosted a 
team of senior colleagues from 
our sister GEMS Westminster 
schools for an intensive, one-
day inspection Review. The 

focus area of this Review was ‘Challenge & Personal-
isation of Learning in the Classroom’. We are very 
proud of our education team & super students for a 
very successful result; student behaviour & attitude 
to learning were judged to be ‘outstanding’ & ‘A 
credit to them, their parents & school’.  The Review 
team were impressed with how confidently the stu-
dents were able to talk about thier targets & learn-
ing. Other identified strengths of the school were the 
consistency & planning of lesson structure, the use of 
data to support learning, & AFL. Areas noted for 
further development were the scaffolding & support 
for lower-level students & the further personalisation 
of marking, which we will continue to work on. 
 
Well done students—we are super proud of you! 
 
School Timings 
A gentle reminder—our school day starts promptly 
at 7:20am for all students with Registration, & Les-
son one starting promptly at 7:30am. Please ensure 
that your children are in school by latest 7:20am each 
morning so that they avoid missing important notices 
& learning. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 13th 
Nov. 

• GEMS Parent Survey open. Parents are kindly 
requested to take a few minutes to complete it 
positively to support ongoing school develop-
ment. Please see the document on p6-7 for guid-
ance. Thank you. 

Mon. 20th-
Mon. 27th 
Nov. 

• Class & Portrait Photography. Exact date to be 
shared by your child’s Teacher. 

• The online Link to select, order & pay for re-
quired photos will be shared with parents 
(optional) 

• The catch-up day for missed photographs due to 
absence is Monday 27/11/23. 

Wednesday 
29th or 
Thurs. 30th 
Nov. (TBC) 

• WSS UAE National Day celebrations. Staff & 
students may come dressed in the UAE flag col-
ours & bring traditional food to share with 
classmates (optional)  

Mon. 4th-
Thurs. 14th 
Dec 

• All students on exam timings, 7:20am-12:30pm. 

• Buses will leave at 12:30pm. 

• Babysitting available until 2:20pm if required 

Sat.30th 
Dec. 2023 

• Online fee payment of T2 fees recommended to 
avoid queues. However, the Cashier will be open 
for parent convenience, 8am-2pm 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—Mon. 
1st Jan. 
2024 

• School closed for Winter Break (2 weeks). 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Whole School News; PIRLS 2021 Assessment Report! 
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FYI, we have slightly updated our Safeguarding Policy, as published in our comprehensive Parent Handbook, published on 
the school website & accessed through the QR code on p3 of the weekly Newsletter (see p58). 

Whole School News; Updated Parent Handbook—Privacy 

We are very proud to share that on average, WSS G4/Y5 students performed better, with higher scores, 
than students in UK, USA & UAE! Congratulations to all the Teachers & students involved!! 

WSS Superstar Champions; Y5 PIRLS Assessment Success! 
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Congratulations to maths superstar Humayra Tasnim, who achieved an outstanding ‘Top of the World’ result in her ‘A’ 
Level Board Maths examination in May/June 2023.  This is a tremendous achievement & reflects an amazingly focused work 
ethic. 
 
Well done & thank you to Ms. Sherin all her other dedicated Maths Teachers throughout her time at WSS! 

WSS Superstar Champions; World Topper for Maths ‘A’ Level! 

WSS Superstar Champions; Winner of the Gulf Medical 

University MAZE Poetry Competition! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Winner of the Gulf Medical 

University MAZE Poetry Competition! 

Congratulations to WSS Superstar Poet Ayesha Tazeem 
(Y12G), who recently won the Gulf Medical University 
MAZE innovation Competition Poetry section! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Shortlisted for the OxBright Essay 

Competition! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Syed Taha (Y5-S2) for his 
achievement in the football academy. He was award-
ed Best Player in the academy's tournament! 

Appreciation for the WSS Football 
Tournament, held 7th-9th November. 

Thank you to our WSS Community for their generous donations for Gaza, & to our hard-working & dedicated student 
Leader volunteers who supported with the collection & organisation of  the boxes of donated items. 
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Whole School News; Parent Survey Guidance 
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Whole School News; Parent Survey Guidance 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; WSS Participates in the WSD Super Sam Day, 10/11/23! 

Students participated in Art & sports activities. 
Thanks for Parents & the WSS Team for supporting. 
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Whole School News; WSS Participates in the WSD Super Sam Day, 10/11/23! 
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Whole School News; Colin the Character Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Respect, Charity, Kindness & Community Spirit)  
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Happy Birthdays!

Happy Birthday to 

our lovely Head of 

Inclusion, Ms. Rema! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2D1! 

Y2D1’s super Assem-
bly was about ‘Taking 
Care of our Planet’. 
This important mes-
sage taught us the 3 
R’s, to Recycle, Reduce 
& Reuse. 
 
Some students were 
wearing white, to rep-
resent the Internation-
al Day of Tolerance. 



20 

 

Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1F2! 

‘Health is 
Wealth’ 
We really en-
joyed Y1F2’s 
important & 
clearly delivered 
Assembly on 
‘Staying 
Healthy’.  
 
We learnt about 
making healthy 
choices of food, 
getting enough 
sleep & exercis-
ing. 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2S2! 

Thank you to cute superstars FS2S2 for their Assembly on Farm Animals. We have also been enjoying seeing a lot of fun 
farm animal projects this week!  
 
Thank you dear parents for your supporting your children with projects, costumes, learning lines & for attending our As-
semblies. It is always great to see so many parents attending. 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in the OLA! 

Enjoying the perfect weather—learning, investigating & exper-
imenting activities outside  in the OLA! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Y2D1 learning about seeds & 
plants. One student was talking 
about ‘Habitat’, an amazing 
WOW! word! 

Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 

Y2F1 with Ms. Uzma & Ms. 
Askia 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Primary Section News; Islamic Assembly, 15/11/23! 

Thank you to HOD Islamic Studies 
Ms. Mukhsana & her dedicated team 
for organizing the Islamic Assembly. 
The We learnt about the life & inspir-
ing character of the Prophet Muh’d 
(PBUH). Students presented very con-
fidently, linking Islam to our daily 
lives. Thank you students for this spe-
cial Assembly—well done!  
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3F1, 8/11/23! 

Thank you to Y3F1 for their lovely 
Assembly about Teamwork. Our 
school Vision centers around Team-
work because, ‘Together Everyone 
Achieves More!’ 
 
Thank you to the melodious Choir 
of  Y3H2. 



37 

 

Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS Business Club! 

Secondary Business Club 
 
Business Club members 
Upinder (Y13GD) & Af-
nan (Y13BS) shares the 
following about the Busi-
ness Club Vision & Mis-
sion: 

‘The vision of the Business 
Club is Growth, Innova-
tion and Collaboration. 
Together, we will inspire 
creativity, embrace new 
ideas, and foster a com-
munity with passionate 
individuals. 

One of our key objectives 
is to provide our members 
with an invaluable oppor-
tunities for personal and 
professional development. 
Throughout the year, we 
will organize debates, ex-
hibitions, seminars, and 
networking events that 
will allow us to learn from 
industry experts, gain 
practical skills, and build 
meaningful connections. 

Furthermore, a strong 
Business club should not 
only benefit its members 
but also make a positive 
impact on our community. 
We will actively engage in 
corporate social responsi-
bility initiatives, giving 
back to those in need and 
making a difference in the 
lives of others.’ 
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Secondary Section News 

Effective use of IT resources to push challenge for a Y13G Maths ‘A’ Level class with Ms. Sherin & a Y11 IGCSE English 
class with Ms. Ayesha. Teachers & students seamlessly transitioned form board, to Device to notebook, using given assess-
ment criteria, a broad learning menu of activities, & knowledge of their predicted scores & learning bias.  


