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Message from the
Principal/CEO
Ms. Valerie Thompson

Dear WSS Parents,

GEMS Internal Inspection
Review, 14/11/23
F40n 14/11/23, WSS hosted a
team of senior colleagues from
our sister GEMS Westminster
: %] schools for an intensive, one-
day inspection Review. The
focus area of this Review was ‘Challenge & Personal-
isation of Learning in the Classroom’. We are very
proud of our education team & super students for a
very successful result; student behaviour & attitude
to learning were judged to be ‘outstanding’ & ‘A
credit to them, their parents & school’. The Review
team were impressed with how confidently the stu-
dents were able to talk about thier targets & learn-
ing. Other identified strengths of the school were the
consistency & planning of lesson structure, the use of
data to support learning, & AFL. Areas noted for
further development were the scaffolding & support
for lower-level students & the further personalisation
of marking, which we will continue to work on.

Well done students—we are super proud of you!

School Timings
A gentle reminder—our school day starts promptly

at 7:20am for all students with Registration, & Les-
son one starting promptly at 7:30am. Please ensure
that your children are in school by latest 7:20am each
morning so that they avoid missing important notices
& learning. Thank you.
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pates for Yeour Disry,

Date

Details

Mon. 13th
Nov.

GEMS Parent Survey open. Parents are kindly
requested to take a few minutes to complete it
positively to support ongoing school develop-
ment. Please see the document on p6-7 for guid-
ance. Thank you.

Mon. 20th-
Mon. 27th
Nov.

Class & Portrait Photography. Exact date to be
shared by your child’s Teacher.

The online Link to select, order & pay for re-
quired photos will be shared with parents
(optional)

The catch-up day for missed photographs due to
absence is Monday 27/11/23.

Wednesday
29th or

Thurs. 30th
Nov. (TBC)

WSS UAE National Day celebrations. Staff &
students may come dressed in the UAE flag col-
ours & bring traditional food to share with
classmates (optional)

Mon. 4th-
Thurs. 14th
Dec

All students on exam timings, 7:20am-12:30pm.
Buses will leave at 12:30pm.
Babysitting available until 2:20pm if required

Sat.30th
Dec. 2023

Online fee payment of T2 fees recommended to
avoid queues. However, the Cashier will be open
for parent convenience, 8am-2pm

Mon. 18th
Dec—Mon.
1st Jan.
2024

School closed for Winter Break (2 weeks).
School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024.
T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you.

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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The most important gifts
you can give your child are
a and the

that will guide them
through life

Sunny Varkey

Whole School News
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Whole School News; PIRLS 2021 Assessment Report!

What is PIRLS?

PIRLS is an international study of reading, focusing on the development of students from
learning to read’ to ‘reading to learn’.

In 2021, students in Grades 4 and 5 in over 60 different countnes participated in PIRLS. While
Grade 4 students are the target population for PIRLS, the COVID-19 pandemic and school closures
meant that some participating countries tested Grade 5 students instead of Grade 4 students.

What does PIRLS assess?

PIRLS assessments contain reading literacy content common across participating countries’
curricula, ensuring that comparisons between countries are as fair as possible.

FPIRLS examines students’ reading achievement in relation to different curriculum types,
instructional practices and school environments.

FPIRLS questionnaires for teachers and principals explore what is intended to be taught in reading
Iteracy and how it is actually taught. The questionnaires for students and parents and guardians
also provide contextual information that helps us to interpret the results of the reading assessment.

Why is PIRLS important?

A reading survey conducted in 2016 led to the creation a 10-year National Policy for Reading to
encourage the habit of reading among all age groups and to ensure 80 per cent of children and
50 per cent of adults read actively. In addition, 2016 was declared as the “Year of Reading” by
Late HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, to cultivate a strong culture
of reading in the country. A similar National Reading Strategy was adopted by Shaikh Mohammad
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, this
and several such initiatives by the government and associated entities in the different Emirates
have worked tirelessly to bring reading under a spotlight to develop stronger reading habits and
amongst students, parents and teachers in the UAE.

PIRLS provides important information for policy development, to foster public accountability, to
allow areas of progress or decline in achievement to be identified and monitored, and to address
concerns for equity.

PIRLS provides schools with an opportunity to identify trends in the performance of student sub-
populations such as male and female students, and disadvantaged students. International
assessments can help confirm, or otherwise, trends already recognised in schools or nationally.




WSS Superstar Champions; Y5 PIRLS Assessment Success!

Table 1: PIRLS 2021 average reading scores for a selection of comparison countries.

Average PIRLS 2021
PIRLS 2021 country Year level assessed reading score

Hong Kong SAR Year 4 AT3
Ireland Year 5 LT
Germany Year 4
England Year 4
Singapore Year 4
United States. Year 5

CQatar Year 5

Table 2: PIRLS 2021 average reading scores for your school, United Arab Emirates and by curriculum type.

United Arab Emirates Students in British Curriculum

570 433 558

We are very proud to share that on average, WSS G4/YS5 students performed better, with higher scores,
than students in UK, USA & UAE! Congratulations to all the Teachers & students involved!!

Whole School News; Updated Parent Handbook—Privacy

FYI, we have slightly updated our Safeguarding Policy, as published in our comprehensive Parent Handbook, published on
the school website & accessed through the QR code on p3 of the weekly Newsletter (see p58).

‘Privacy

Privacy is a right for all. If you have any Safeguarding concerns, please report them immediately to the Principal.

Privacy expectations include:

* The confidentiality of information. Staff will not share the personal information of self, or others in the WSS
commumity, & will only discuss about a child with the respective parents & concerned staff Parents are also
requested to respect the confidentiality of school, staff & others® personal information, both F2F &
online.

+ Physical privacy; no student, whatever the age, should be required to change clothing 1n front of others. If a
young child requires help changing in school (such as after a toilet accident), this would be done in the privacy
of the washroom cubicle by a lady staff. & the utmost care would be taken to maintain modesty & avoid
intimate touch. Parents are requested to encourage their children to have the confidence to say “No/I am
not comfortable with that!™ & to voice any concern in a sensitive situation.

+ Photography; it is not allowed by law to take or share pictures of others without their permission. It is
not allowed for parents/guests to take pictures around school, or of other people’s children, except in
usual group situations such as of yvour child’s Assembly show.



WSS Superstar Champions; World Topper for Maths ‘A’ Level!

Name Candidate Award Qualification title "

Number Series

Pearson Edexcel International
Advanced Subsidiary
Mathematics

Humayra Tasnim Highest Mark in the
Nooha World

May/June
2023

Congratulations to maths superstar Humayra Tasnim, who achieved an outstanding ‘Top of the World’ result in her ‘A’

Level Board Maths examination in May/June 2023. This is a tremendous achievement & reflects an amazingly focused work
ethic.

Well done & thank you to Ms. Sherin all her other dedicated Maths Teachers throughout her time at WSS!

WSS Superstar Champions; Winner of the Gulf Medical

University MAZE Poetry Competition!

“Students my age are usually in contact with various universities at this point, and so was |.
And then | found out that a university, with which | was in touch with, was hosting a competition and so | thought, why not have a go?
With the consent of my school, and the acceptance and support from my HOD, Miss Ayesha Aslam, | entered the competition! Many
of my friends and teachers around the school read through my poem which | had entered for the competition and voted for me.
Additionally | also visited many malls and hospitals asking people for their support and votes. It was a totally new experience for me,
especially when the competition got quite heated up (many votes were high) and it resulted in me having to go and ask total
strangers. Some rejected, and some helped. This experience really created a deep stand-point in my memory! And now | am quite
pleased with my efforts and proud to declare my victory, Alhamdulilah! And | hope to face many challenges ahead with the same
motivation and better chances, Inshallah! Thank you. ”

Ayesha Tazeem Y12GH




WSS Superstar Champions; Winner of the Gulf Medical
University MAZE Poetry Competition!

7 NTER- SCHOOL MEDICAL SGIENGE ARTS & H
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Congratulations to WSS Superstar Poet Ayesha Tazeem
(Y12G), who recently won the Gulf Medical University
MAZE innovation Competition Poetry section!

| S_—X_a
®ULF MEDICAL UNIVERSI

ACADEMIC HEALTH CEl

MUSIC | BUSINESS IDEA
m__m___ﬁ_ﬁ‘ v GuLr l

‘ ﬁnwm | POSTER | PAINTING | POETRY

, il ozl
GULF MEDICAL UNIVERSITY
ACADEMIC MEALTH CENTER

Purticipu?ioq\ .
@C’eé//‘cﬂé

Awarded to

Ayesha Tazeem

For your efforts and active participation in the
GMU MASE ONLINE 2023
by Gulf Medical University, Ajman

Code: undefined



WSS Superstar Champions; Shortlisted for the OxBright Essay
Competition!

OxBright

Gems Westminster School success in OxBright Essay
Competition!

Congratulations to Gems Westminster School pupil Haya Mutasim, who was successfully
shortlisted in the OxBright Essay Competition 2023!

OxBright's mission is to inspire students to succeed, find their purpose and make a
difference in the world. They do this by offering courses, internships, conferences and
resources for teenagers, and you can find out more on their website:
https:/www.oxbright.org/

Haya Mutasim wrote a brilliant essay answering the question "How can long-term
thinking in the field of Creative Writing foster optimism about the future?”

The panel of judges were very impressed with Haya's essay. shortlisting it within a
competitive field of over 1000 entries. Haya's prize was a free place at an OxBright
academic conference.

Entering an Essay Competition is a great way to prepare for university applications, think
deeply about a topic beyond the school curriculum, and widen your academic horizons.
OxBright warmly welcome entries from Gems Westminster School for future Essay
Competitions, and any students who are interested can find out more here:
hittps:/www.oxbright.org/resources/essay-competition/

Many congratulations again to Haya Mutasim!




WSS Superstar Champions!

Thank you to our WSS Community for their generous donations for Gaza, & to our hard-working & dedicated student
Leader volunteers who supported with the collection & organisation of the boxes of donated items.

Dear PE Team,

Tournament was conducted very professionally. We enjoyed the hospitality. Credit goes to the whole PE Team for putting lot of effort in making this event a successful. Even was conducted smoothly and timely.It was absolutely well

coordinated. Once again congratulations to HOD and his team.
Rdgards.

David Benhur Rupendar

Global Indian schoal

Ajman.

Appreciation for the WSS Football
Tournament, held 7th-9th November.

Congratulations to Syed Taha (Y5-S2) for his
achievement in the football academy. He was award-
ed Best Player in the academy's tournament!




Whole School News; Parent Survey Guidance
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Date: November, 2023

Dear Parents.

Subject: GEMS Parent Survey

At WSS, we are committed to engaging with our parents to achieve our vision, “Excellence Thronugh
Teamwork; Snccess for AIl'. We aim to provide the very best possible learning experience and outcomes
for your child. so value yvour balanced, regular feedback on what is working well, and what can be improved
further. In order to gain further parent feedback, GEMS will shortly issue a Parent Survey link to your
registered email. We would highly appreciate you taking some of yvour valuable time to complete this to
share your valuable insights on matters within the school’s control (please do not consider areas such as
fees. Books with fees & buses that are outside school control. Thank you).
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Score

What this means

10

Some examples for scoring

Parent i1s a Promotor &
would highly recommend
WSS to family & friends
Q92309 ggpall pa el
Bad cl3uoYly AllaUWSS

Very happy & satisfied with school & management in all areas
that are within school’s control. Any queries/issues have been
responded to promptly & solved. Child i1s making very good

progress & is very happy with Teacher & to attend lessons.
Parent feels that school is fully committed to improvement & high

standards.
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Parent is a Promotor.
Parent would recommend
W55 to family & friends
Ogops Osmaydl pa oL
B cBuaneily AblaUWSS

Generally happy & satisfied with school & management in most
areas that are within school’s control. Any queries/issues have
been responded to & solved where possible. Child is making good
progress & is happy with Teacher & to attend lessons. Parent feels
that school is generally committed to improvement & high

standards.
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Whole School News; Parent Survey Guidance

7-8

Average score.
Parent 15 "Passive’
Ay Jaigia
l..-”-'.-'a _:I'H:—-'II --l-”j-!

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied. Chuld’s generally likes school
& learming, but mdividual needs are only partially met for
reasons within the school’s control. Parent unsure whether they
wish to continue at WSS due to aspects of the learning

environment that are within the school’s control.
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Low score.
Parent 15 a ‘Detractor’

Parent would not

recommend WSS to
familv/friends.
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Parent/child not comfortable with the WSS learning
environment/management/Teachers for reasons within the
school’s control. School does not respond to queries/issues or
solve them where possible. Parent feels that school is not fully

commuitted to improvement & high standards.
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We look forward to your feedback to support achievement of our vision, ‘Excellence Through Teamwork;
Success for All!”

Thank you, dear parents.

Regards,

Ms. Valenie Thompson
WSS Principal/lCEO
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!

We are always sitting in front of
our device because we are using
it for fun games and

Oh!.yes.. we had a good time
playing tegether, | hope that sur

Here are the ideas which comes from my

mind when we say wellbeing;

parentsiteachers will give us John, can
another chance to play outdoor ou state an L 1 need to think about, "WOW moments®.
Thank you fer the Again. It is nice to breathe the y

wonderful time with 2. | have to connect with friends.

example why

: Iresh alr nd siest oor body ingis || In the class, we sit for a long time 3.1 need to take my body outside the
you today. | enjoyed outside wellbeing is class, £
playing with yoa here : important to m"“!"‘!w’“::"‘b:m'-“- nm:‘mw.,,,‘“d,'.:m uel B
ntheyard. (feel | § § allofus? || sometimes we need a 0 P
thet ey b 4.1 also need to think positive things to
energised now,

"

oy [tis the state of being

WELLBEING!!

*(Dad, we were awarded as ).

=\ We were awarded A= Spend qualiy time with
=| \ the “Wellbeing" family! b . .
a7 Could you lerﬁ:skno'u % D family and friends. N
./ what it means? { ) ri\N WA
\ 5 N U _ U e
/ | A 1Y, Good night Mom and Dad. | }¢$ A(
'j | /5% We are indeed a wellbeing =\
\ family!
P Sure, | shall explain it to =" \
you. Let us have a look at
our daily routine. a =
Aol gl e )\ Kb
s et i . ughsens
juvenated. ‘ important too.
D \\
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Whole School News; WSS Participates in the WSD Super Sam Day, 10/11/23!

Students participated in Art & sports activities.
Thanks for Parents & the WSS Team for supporting.




Whole School News; WSS Participates in the WSD Super Sam Day, 10/11/23!
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activities. Thanks for Parents & the
dedicated WSS Team for supporting.

Students participated in Art & sports
On their weekend!




Whole School News; Colin the Character Camel!

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character
(Respect, Charity, Kindness & Community Spirit)
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Y3D1 Eisha Rahul and
Gana Tarek celebrated
their birthday with their
friends in the month of
November

Py Birthdéy v
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

Good afternoon,

Hope this mail finds you in good health. | would like to thank you for your kind and sincere efforts for today's assembly. it was definitely super cute and little champs did fantastic job. A big THUMBS UP to you, Miss Afroz and shinning stars of FS2 D1, Thanks for your support and grooming our kids and making
them independent with every passing day.

Best regards,

Mariam Umair

Dear Ms.Nikhat & Team,

Good Afternoon!

| trust this message finds you well.

| wanted to express my sincere gratitude for the incredible effort you put into organizing the recent assembly. It was truly heartwarming to witness the children's delightful performance on stage.

The way they presented the story with a moral was both captivating and impressive. These memorable moments have left a lasting impression, and we are grateful for the special day you created for us.

Thank you once again for your dedication and hard work. It is evident that you play a crucial role in shaping not only their academic growth but also fostering qualities that will stay with them throughout their lives.

Warm regards,
Cyrine Parents, FS2 - D1
Dr. Rizwana Nazeem

17



WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

sy L

S$ Wellbeing Champion
Junior Section SLT Special Award
Congratulations!

iR been awarded the W
e attitude towa

!

Happy to get stickers ||
from Ms. Shamail and

Ms. Raghi
5 _'«*




Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2D1!

Y2D1’s super Assem-
bly was about ‘Taking
Care of our Planet’.
This important mes-
sage taught us the 3
R’s, to Recycle, Reduce
& Reuse.

Some students were
wearing white, to rep-
resent the Internation-
8 | al Day of Tolerance.




Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1F2!

‘Health is
Wealth’
We really en-
joyed Y1F2’s
important &
clearly delivered
Assembly on
‘Staying
Healthy’.

We learnt about
making healthy
choices of food,
getting  enough
sleep & exercis-




Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2S2!

Thank you to cute superstars FS2S2 for their Assembly on Farm Animals. We have also been enjoying seeing a lot of fun
farm animal projects this week!

Thank you dear parents for your supporting your children with projects, costumes, learning lines & for attending our As-
semblies. It is always great to see so many parents attending.

N e 22 PR = & kr
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities!




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in the OLA!

Enjoying the perfect weather—learning, investigating & exper-
imenting activities outside in the OLA!




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS1!

C_re.o.(:ive-
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Ms.Kishwar
Ms.kerishina
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s 1 W
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Ms.Kishwar
Ms. krishna
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FS1 H Busv with classroom activities! F

) . uh hf’

4 Ms.Kishwar
« Ms.krishna

AN,

R B
PIC.COLL AGI

o -

FS 1 H @Free play center:
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2!

Arabic homelearning
\@%O@ e
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1!
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1!

Learning about new
digraph is always fun

Sheikh Zayed
competition

With Ms. Sadiga and Ms. Asma

Y1-D2

v S
S0y
81 e

¥0;s

s o
& 8

[

Getting ready to start our
ICT lesson

EXPLORING NUMBERS IN
DIFFERENT WAYS
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

Y2H1 with Ms. Roomana and Ms. Aqueen
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

Y2D1 learning about seeds &
plants. One student was talking i
about ‘Habitat’, an amazing |
WOW! word!

g ’ ‘. 2

|

Y2F1 with Ms. Uzma & Ms.
Askia




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

o) B

1 ARABIC LESSON
© PWITHMS BASMA R

4,04
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

i

TR: Jinitra Rajesh

TA: Asma Mohamed

[\—

Math OLA session

|
“ 4

32




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

Kenza trom Y25 with N LB
Ms. Sara and Mg Catherin -
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s
WE ARE LEARNING TO TELL TiME
Y252 WiTIl MS. SARA AND

s Y
PIC COLLAGE

WEERDIWA AN W o

graph lesson in Y281
with Ms. Sara and Ms. Catherin
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Primary Section News; Islamic Assembly, 15/11/23!

Thank you to HOD Islamic Studies
Ms. Mukhsana & her dedicated team
for organizing the Islamic Assembly.
The We learnt about the life & inspir-
ing character of the Prophet Muh’d
(PBUH). Students presented very con-
fidently, linking Islam to our daily
lives. Thank you students for this spe-
cial Assembly—well done!




Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3F1, 8/11/23!

Thank you to Y3F1 for their lovely
Assembly about Teamwork. Our
school Vision centers around Team-
work because, ‘Together Everyone
Achieves More!’

Thank you to the melodious Choir
of Y3H2.

Topic: Teamwork

Year 3 F1 Assembly
Form Tutor :Ms. Neema




Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3!

Y3D1 students investigating the importance of soil for plant growth
during their science lesson. with Ms. Lissy

Y3D1 students using pounds and pence during their math lesson
with Ms. Lissy




Secondary Section News; WSS Business Club!
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We created the Business Club to provide a platform for students to
develop their skills in various areas such as public speaking,
research, marketing, sales and customer communication.

The club 1s designed to help students gain practical experience and
knowledge in these areas that will be useful for their future careers. In
addition, the club provides students with the opportunity to network
with other like-minded peers and build connections that can be
beneficial n the future

By creating the Business Club, students can learn new skills, gain
valuable experience and build relationships that will help them
succeed in their future endeavours.

We hope to plan events that will enable students to plan, think,
organise and execute like an entrepreneur.

Skills such as speaking and researching are necessary for everyone to
learn and develop. as these skills can be helpful in many areas. from
making new friends to getting exeiting jobs and networking.

The Business Club can also help students find out what they love
most and what they are good at. helping them choose their carcer
path.

As founders of the Business Club. we would like to thank Miss
Rebecca and Mr Manoj for their support in helping us set up the club.

Abdul Aaiz Khan
Afnan Ahmad

Secondary Business Club

Business Club members
Upinder (Y13GD) & Af-
nan (Y13BS) shares the
following about the Busi-
ness Club Vision & Mis-
sion:

‘The vision of the Business
Club is Growth, Innova-
tion and Collaboration.
Together, we will inspire
creativity, embrace new
ideas, and foster a com-
munity with passionate
individuals.

One of our key objectives
is to provide our members
with an invaluable oppor-
tunities for personal and
professional development.
Throughout the year, we
will organize debates, ex-
hibitions, seminars, and
networking events that
will allow us to learn from
industry experts, gain
practical skills, and build
meaningful connections.

Furthermore, a strong
Business club should not
only benefit its members
but also make a positive
impact on our community.
We will actively engage in
corporate social responsi-
bility initiatives, giving
back to those in need and
making a difference in the
lives of others.’
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Secondary Section News

Walt: How can convert the parametric equations into
form by substitution and then sketch the given equat
WILF: S
* Able to convert (C/B)the parametric equation 1nto cartesin

form and sketch the given equation.

*  Able 10 analyse (A/A*)ihe given parametric equation and

find the denivative

«  Able 10 examine (A*)the trigonometric parametnic equation

to represent cartesian form,

SPECIFICATION REFERENCES

Effective use of IT resources to push challenge for a Y13G Maths ‘A’ Level class with Ms. Sherin & a Y11 IGCSE English
class with Ms. Ayesha. Teachers & students seamlessly transitioned form board, to Device to notebook, using given assess-
ment criteria, a broad learning menu of activities, & knowledge of their predicted scores & learning bias.




