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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #11 

 30th October, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
We have had another busy 
week at WSS! We enjoyed 
Family First parental en-
gagement Breakfasts & 
Junior Section Cross-
Curricular Literacy activi-

ties, PIKTOBER guest speakers, active Clubs, well-
attended ECAs & more. Thank you dear parents 
for attending & supporting your child along their 
learning journey.  
 
We also hosted a GEMS internal inspection Review 
team on Tuesday, who visited lessons, met with our 
leadership team (student leaders, FOW parents & 
staff) & will feedback on strengths & next steps. 
Huge thanks to all our students, parents & staff 
who contributed towards  a very positive Review 
outcome. We will share key strengths & next steps 
with parents once we receive the Report. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

From 
6/10/25 

• Online  registration system open for new enroll-
ment for September 2026. First come-first-
served for assessment starting from January, 
2026. 

Monday 
3/11/25 

• UAE Flag Day (TBC). Students may come 
dressed in UAE national dress or flag colours 
(optional). As per the Authorities, no flags to be 
represented on food, or worn as clothes 

Monday 
17/11/25 

• Term 1 exams start. Whole school moves to ex-
am timings 7:15am-12:15pm. 

Thursday 
27/11/24 

• WSS celebrates UAE National Day (TBC). Stu-
dents may come dressed in UAE national dress 
or flag colours & bring traditional food to share 
with friends (optional). As per the Authorities, 
no flags to be represented on food, or worn as 
clothes 

Thursday 
4th Decem-
ber 

• Last day of T1  
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News 

• Family First Recipe-Sharing  

• This Week’s Leadership GEMStone (Leading with Gratitude) 

• ECA Week 7 Report 

• WSS Superstar Champions  

• ‘You Said...We Did…” 

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions—Eco Club Inau-
guration, 27/10/25 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) End of Lesson Routine, 2) Grit 

• Being a GEM; Acts Reflecting Values, Kindness & Character 

• Happy Birthdays 

 
12-15 
16-18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24-26 & 
11 

27-32 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Family First Parental Engagement Events, 27/10/25 & 28/10/25 

• Assembly Time with Y2H2 (‘Be a GEM Learning Routines & Vision) 

• Assembly Time with Y1H1 (‘Be a GEM’ & Practicing Gratitude) 
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• Learning Activities (General) 
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• Y1 Learning Activities  

• Y2 Learning Activities  
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Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Primary Family First Y5 Breakfast 

• Y4 Radio Station, 30/10/25 
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• Islamic Assembly, 29/10/25 

• Assembly Time with Y4F2 

• Primary Arabic Activities 

• Y3 Learning Activities 

• Y5 Learning Activities & Family First Breakfast 
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Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions; Winners of GCS MUN & the 
40th KS. Varkey Elocution Competition  

• Assembly Time with Y9BS, 28/10/25 (Anti-Bullying) 

• Attending the GCS Wholebeing Conference, 29/10/25 

• KS3 Girls PINKTOBER Breast Cancer Awareness Assembly, 27/10/25 

• KS4 & KS5 Breast Cancer Awareness Art Exhibition 

• KS4 ‘Be a GEM—Another Day to Sparkle!’ 

• KS4—100 Days at WSS (Y10 New Joiners) 

• KS5 Leads by Example—’Be a GEM’ & Welbeing Wednesday—Eating 
Healthy 

• Creativity in Art 
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Whole School News; Family First Recipe-Sharing! 
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Leading with Gratitude 

Whole School News; ECA Week 7 Report! 
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WSS Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

A Proud Moment for WWS! 

Congratulations to KenKen Superstar 
Rishaan Bhatt (Y5 H1), for securing 
an impressive 12th rank in the UAE 
National Level KenKen Champion-
ship (Category 1)! He is the only 
student from WWS to be among the 
Top 20 in the country and shall 
proudly represent GEMS Westmin-
ster School, Sharjah and the UAE at 
the International KenKen Champion-
ship on 22nd November.  

KenKen is a global maths and logic 
puzzle competition that enhances 
critical thinking and problem-solving 
skills. Rishaan’s achievement reflects 
his dedication, focus, and strong ana-
lytical ability. We are truly proud of 
his accomplishment and wish him 
continued success in the international 
round! 

Whole School News; ‘You Said...We Did…’ 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

ECO Club Inauguration, 27/10/25! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

ECO Club Inauguration, 27/10/25! 

‘Plant a legacy, plant a 
memory!’ Thank you Kinda for 
your green fingers! 

A thought-provoking Social Studies 
environment project! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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Happy Birthdays!

Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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WSS Junior Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Family First Parental Engagement 

Events, 27/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Family First Parental Engagement 

& Literacy Event, 27/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Family First Parental Engagement 

& Literacy Event, 27/10/25! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2H2 

‘Be a GEM Ready to Learn’ & Vision (UAE & WSS), 30/10/25! 

Y2H2 put on an abso-
lutely stunning Assem-
bly. They taught us 
about having our own 
vision (dream for teh 
future) & planning for 
it, linked to UAE’s 
vision 2031 & the 
WSS vision of 
‘Excellence Through 
Teamwork; Success 
for All’. The song was 
superbly choreo-
graphed  - well done! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1H1 

‘Practicing Gratitude’, 30/10/25! 

Y1H1’s super cute Assembly was 
about ‘Practicing Gratitude’. We 
learnt that appreciating the good 
things we have, gives us a positive 
mindset that will help us to manage 
challenges & see them as a useful 
learning experience.  
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time Choirs, 30/10/25! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities (General)! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F Learning Activities! 



29 

 

Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Family First Y5 Breakfast ! 
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Whole School News; Family First Y4 Breakfast ! 

Primary Section News; Y4 Radio Station, 30/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Family First Y5 Breakfast ! 
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Primary Section News 

Hafsah (Y6GH) recently went on a trip 
to Europe and shared pictures of the 
mosses she observed, relating them to 
her lesson on the Classification of 
Plants. It is wonderful to see her apply-
ing classroom learning to real-life expe-
riences.  

Y4 Assembly Choir 

Y5 FF Breakfast 
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Primary Section News; Islamic Assembly, 29/10/25! 

Thank you to Ms. 
Mukhsana’s Islamic 
team & all the students 
& parents involved in 
organizing & present-
ing the special Primary 
Assembly on ‘Cultural 
Harmony in Islam – My 
Tradition, My Pride’ 
told through costume & 
Nasheed. Thank you to 
the many parents for 
attending. 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time With Y4F2, 29/10/25 

The Power of Kindness! 

Y4F2 presented a 
wonderful Assem-
bly on ‘The Power 
of Kindness’. They 
clearly demon-
strated many ways 
to show kindness in  
daily life through 
mini-dramas. Well 
done Ms. Tincy & 
Y4F2! 
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Primary Section News; Primary Arabic Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Primary Arabic Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities! 

Primary Section News;  

Y5 Family First Breakfast & Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News;  

Y5F2 Family First Breakfast & Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News;  

Y5 Family First Breakfast & Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6BD FF Breakfast! 
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Primary Section News; Y6GD Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6GF FF Breakfast! 
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Primary Section News; Y6BF Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6G Learning Activities! 



50 

 

Primary Section News; Y6B Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6GS Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6BS Learning Activities! 
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WSS Secondary Section GCS MUN Winning Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Oratory Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9BS 

Anti-Bullying, 28/10/25! 

We learnt that Bullying leaves scars. Jokes should make people laugh, not upset them. Words have an impact on others & 
can hurt. We need to use our words carefully! 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9BS,  28/10/25 

Anti-Bullying! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS Students Attended the GCS 

Wholebeing Conference, 29/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS Students Attended the GCS 

Wholebeing Conference, 29/10/25! 

A group of WSS students attended the GCS Wholebeing Con-
ference on 29/10/25.  The Event was attended by GEMS Well-
being lead Ms. Funke Baffour-Awuah, SPEA’s Wellbeing 
leader Dr. Mokhtar Bourchek, SPEA School Improvement 
Advisor Ms. Lynn Stanbridge, & other stakeholders.  The 
event included a panel discussion & activities to highlight 
‘Wholebeing’ priorities. Thank you to M. Ranju, our GEMS 
SVP, & her team for hosting this important event. 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Girls PINKTOBER Breast 

Cancer Awareness Assembly, 27/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 PINKTOBER Breast Cancer 

Awareness Assembly, 27/10/25! 

Many thanks to 
Breast Cancer 
survivors Ms. 
Geena George & 
Ms. Sonu for 
hosting an in-
formative ques-
tion-&-answer 
session during 
the KS3 Assem-
bly on 27/10/25. 
The message was 
clear—all ladies 
over the age of 30 
should self-check 
& get annual 
breast checks! 

Secondary Section News; KS4 & KS5 PINKTOBER Breast 

Cancer Awareness Art Exhibition! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Video ‘Be  GEM- 

 Another Day to Sparkle!’ 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Video ‘Be  GEM - 

 Another Day to Sparkle!’ 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 - 100 Days! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Leads By Example—Be a GEM! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Leads By Example—Be a GEM! 
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Secondary Section News; Creativity in Art! 

Secondary Section News; KS5 Leads By Example 

Wellbeing Wednesday—Healthy Eating! 


