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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #11 

 10th November, 2022 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
GEMS Winter Parent Satisfac-
tion Survey 
Please note that GEMS are pub-
lishing their Winter Parent Satis-
faction Survey shortly. We ask 

that you kindly complete it positively, to support on-
going school improvement. Many thanks for sharing 
your precious time to do this. 
 
AL Hosn Green Pass 
The Authorities have confirmed that the Al Hosn 
Green Pass is no longer required to enter school. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

From 
Wednesday 
23rd Novem-
ber 

• Exam timings for all students (all students will 
leave at 12pm daily until end T1) 

Tues. 29th 
Nov. 

• National Day Celebrations. Students may come 
dressed in UAE National flag colours & bring 
traditional food. There will be a PPP Greetings 
Card competition. 

Mon. 12th 
Dec. to Sun-
day 1st Jan. 
2023 

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• School resumes for T2 on Monday 2nd January, 
2023. Please note that T2 school fees are due. 
Thanks you. 
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Whole School News 

Ms. Mariam Rizwan leading CPD on 3/11/22 for the Assistant Teachers on 
understanding & using class Data. Thank you Ms. Mariam for providing 
this important CPD. 

All WSS Support Staff attended an important  Child Safeguarding Course hosted by GCS on Saturday on 5/11/22 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 
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Whole School News; Lifelong Learning! 

Mr. Aladdin Salah and Mr. Osama Zaid, the Arabic 
HOD, led a workshop on 3/11/22 for inspection 
Review preparation with all the MOE team. The 
agenda covered  key observations from the results of 
other schools visited by the inspection  teams and 
how we can prepare. The agenda also covered the 
most important steps that we can move from good to 
very good. 
They presented the Arabic framework standards (the 
part about expectation, below expectation and above 
expectation) to ensure that teachers are able to apply 
these standards effectively during lessons and 
preparation. 



5 

 

Whole School News; Health & Safety—Fire Drill, 8/11/22! 

Well done to all WSS Staff & stu-
dents, who set a record for the 
Fire Drill evacuation practice 
held on 8/11/22.  

The Principal & Head of Inclu-
sion Ms. Rema attended the Safe-
guarding Forum held at GCS on 
8/11/22. along with other school’s 
DSLs . It was a useful refresher 
about the UAE’s Child Protec-
tion Law, reporting Safeguarding 
concerns and managing challeng-
ing situations. 

On 9/11/22, the Principal attended a GEMS Princi-
pals’ Conference, where the Senior Vice Presidents 
unveiled the new Education Strategy to take us 
into the next 3 years. GEMS CEO Mr. Dino 
Varkey & Chairman Mr. Sunny Varkey addressed 
the gathering, reinforcing their commitment to 
deliver a quality education to all our children..  
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Whole School News; Happy Birthdays!

Celebrating this week’s Y5 & Y6 Birthday students during Primary Assembly on 9/11/22 
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WSS Superstar STEAM Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Bloomers Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Bloomers Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Well done to Muhammad Mustafa and Muhammad Rafiq (Y6BH ) for excelling in Mathematics, 
accepting the challenges set by Mr. Timothy while encouraging peers to do the same. Thanks Mr. 
Timothy for setting appropriate levels of challenge for your learners. 
 

Well done to Jaser Elsayed (FS2S2) for taking inspiration from his teachers. He was very ob-
servant and innovative in his Mathematics lesson. Thanks to Ms. Karen and Ms. Vinnarasi. 
 

Well done to Laura Ahmad (Y6G) for her creative writing in a free verse poem. Thanks to Ms. 
Inderpreet for providing opportunities for students to explore opportunities for language develop-
ment. 

 

Well done to Mohammed Nashwan  Al Absi for showing great leadership,  setting high expectation for his team mates and 
ensured there was good levels of collaboration. Thank you to Mr. Jisharmon for providing the opportunity to build on lead-
ership and collaboration within the lesson. 
 

Well done to Ethar Hassan and  Vihaan Thorat for excellent persuasive writing- Thanks to Ms. Jisha for providing oppor-
tunities for students to explore opportunities for language development. 
 

Well done to Muhammad Hassaan (Y5 D2) for researching and preparing a presentation on Cameras for computer studies. 
Thanks Ms. Afra for providing opportunities for students to build their research skills. 
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WSS Platinum Jubilee Scholarship Winner, 2022-2023! 

The Principal was very proud to accompany Zuhair  Rehman (Y12B) & his parents 
to the first ever GEMS Platinum Jubilee Scholarship ceremony on 3/11/22 at the 
prestigious QEII. The scholarship was set up to honour the service, responsibility, 
legacy and values of her late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  Zuhair was selected, af-
ter a comprehensive interview process, to represent WSS for the way his own be-
haviour and success demonstrate his commitment to the same values and sense of 
responsibility as her late Majesty. Congratulations to Zuhair who receives one 
year’s WSS tuition fees. 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Y2H2 
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WSS Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions! 

Huge thanks to our proactive & hard-working Emiri Guards, who come daily to 
support safe drop-off & pick-up for our children. 

Recycling projects 
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WSS KS1 Superstar Champions! 
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WSS  Primary KS2 Superstar Champions! 

Improving Mental Maths skills is a Primary learning target for this year. Here we celebrate Maths X-Tables class Superstars 
from an inter-class X=Tables competition. All children need to learn their X-Tables; fluency with X-Tables makes students 
smarter at maths as it frees up working memory for problem-solving. 

Congratulations to this week’s 
Y5 Wellbeing, Class Dojo & 
Reading Superstars! 
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WSS  Primary Y6 Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to 
this week’s Y6 Well-
being, Class Dojo & 
Reading Superstars! 



17 

 

WSS KS3 Superstar Champions! 
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WSS KS2 & KS3 Superstar Champions! 

KS2 Champions! 
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WSS Sporting Superstar Champions! 

Well done to Davin (Y10BS1) who participated in the Ajman Duathlon and won third position!  This endurance event in-
cluded 2.5 k running, 10 k cycling & then another 2.5 k running. 

KS2 Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2H1! 

The Assembly theme was ‘What Makes a Good Friend?’ 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1S2! 

The Assembly theme was ‘Our Family’ 
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Junior Section News 

Y2H1 with Ms. Sonia M. 

With Ms. Sadiqa 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News 

With Ms. Beena 

With Ms. Maria 
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Junior Section News 

With Ms. Christine 
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Junior Section News 

With Ms. Raquel 

With Ms. Kishwar 

My Family 
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Junior Section News; Exploring Something New, in FS2! 

FS2D1 busy in role-play with  Ms. Nikhat 

With Ms. Nikhat 



28 

 

Junior Section News; Juniors Go Green, 7/11/22! 

With Ms. Raquel 
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Junior Section News; Juniors Go Green, 7/11/22! 
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Junior Section News; Juniors Go Green, 7/11/22! 

With Ms. Kishwar 
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Primary Section News; PPP Engagement With Primary Maths! 

Many thanks to our PPP (Positive Parent Part-
ners) who are volunteering in Primary Maths 
classes this Term as part of our maths develop-
ment programme to improve maths skills right 
across Primary. We really appreciate their 
support! Thank you. 

Parent engagement & Teamwork in Y4F1 
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Primary Section News; Science Week! 
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Primary Section News; World Science Day, 10/11/22! 
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Primary Section News; World Science Day, 10/11/22! 
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Science Day Recycling with Y5D1 & Ms. Deepthy 

Primary Section News; World Science Day, 10/11/22! 
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Primary Section News; Science Week! 

With Ms. Deepthy 

With Ms. Lissy 
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Primary Section News; Science Week! 

With Ms. Anju 
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Primary Section News; Science Week! 

With Mr. Arvie 

Y5F1 with Ms. Shabana  
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Primary Section News; Science Week! 

With Ms. Anju 
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Primary Section News; Science Week! 

With Ms. Lincy  

Primary Section News; Trips are Back on the Menu! 

With Ms. Susweta  
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y5D2, 9/11/22! 

The interesting Assem-
bly theme was ‘World 
Science Day, 10/11/22. 
We learnt about the 
importance of science 
in understanding the 
world around us, & 
about the contribu-
tions of some famous 
scientists. 

We also heard about 
the scientific space 
programme in the 
UAE. 
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Primary Section News 

Here are some pictures of 
Ms. Hend’s Y5 students, in-
cluding Maryam Hisham, 
who made a special painting 
in Arabic and Seba Ali, who 
created an educational game 
that spreads joy and fun in 
the hearts of her peers. 

Omnia Hassan is to be com-
mended for decorating the 
class with expressions of 
opinion.  

Thank you Ms. Hend for 
encouraging this positive 
class culture! 
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Primary Section News 
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Primary Section News 

Thank you to Y6GF and to Ms. Inderpreet for her well-planned & interesting lesson on imagery in poetry. Ms. Valerie, Dr. 
Lisa & Ms. Sonia enjoyed the lesson observation, particularly listening to the girls’ poems which were shared with the class. 

Scuba Diving in the Red Sea 
A poem by Lara Ahmed (Y6GF) 
 
Floating far, joyful floating, 
In a considerate, glamorous sea.,  
By an e n enormous land of water. 
 
Snickering, chuckling around the beach, 
In the water I see a creature, 
In the blue eyes of seas. 
 
Swiftly drifting down the water, 
Seeing all the merry fish, I love the water. 

Exploring Imagery 
& other linguistic 
forms 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y8GF! 

The Assembly theme 
was on Self-
Confidence. We learnt 
about the importance 
of developing our self-
confidence for future 
success, & some strat-
egies to help us make 
that next move! 
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Secondary Section News 

“I love UAE because…” Display by Y13 boys on Flag Day, 3/11/22. 
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Secondary Section News 

Year 10 Sociology Students interviewed Mr. 
Shujahat Munir, WSS Vice Principal of on 
8/11/22 in the Secondary Library with Ms. 
Haripriya. 

It is the application of  what they learned in Unit 
1 Theory and Methods about different types of 
interviews and questions. Students asked both 
open ended and closed ended questions along 
with structured and unstructured interview 
style. 
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Secondary Section News 

With Ms. Sony Mole 


