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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #10 

23rd October, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Happy & Blessed Diwali to 
our families who celebrate. 
WSS marked the occasion 
with Diwali dress-up on 
20/10/25. 
 
We would like to thank all 
our dear parents for a 
smooth start to the new aca-

demic year, your attendance of your child’s Assem-
blies & events & for your amazing cooperation in 
ensuring that your children come to school dressed 
in super smart uniform, wearing their ID & carry-
ing all their learning materials.  This is supporting 
a professional & learning-rich environment for the 
benefit of your child. We love the teamwork! 

 
The WSS Reception Area 
 
WSS is your child’s second home & we love to wel-
come you into school. However, we need your help 
to keep the Reception area calm & quiet. Our Re-
ception area is a key work space, where we serve 
parents & other guests, hold meetings & organise 
enrolment. It is not a play space for children to run 
around, shout or disturb others.  

If you have energetic children who find it hard to 
sit quietly, now that the weather is cooler, we ask  

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

that you bring them into Reception only if you need the help of our 
administrative team. If you do need to bring a child with you whilst 
you attend to school business in Reception, please ensure that they 
are closely supervised at all times. Unsupervised children may fall & 
get hurt. Many thanks. 

 

 

Date  Details 

From 
6/10/25 

• Online  registration system open for new enroll-
ment for September 2026. First come-first-
served for assessment starting from January, 
2026. 

Monday 
3/11/25 

• UAE Flag Day (TBC). Students may come 
dressed in UAE national dress or flag colours 
(optional). 

Thursday 
27/11/24 

• WSS celebrates UAE National Day (TBC). Stu-
dents may come dressed in UAE national dress 
or flag colours & bring traditional food to share 
with friends (optional). 

Thursday 
4th Decem-
ber 

• Last day of T1 (compulsory T1 exams will run 
until 4/12/25,  from approximately 2 weeks pri-
or) 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Whole School News; Arabic Week! 
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Whole School News; Arabic Week! 
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Whole School News; Arabic Week Workshop, 21/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Arabic Week Exhibition, 22/10/25! 



8 

 

Whole School News; Arabic Week Exhibition, 22/10/25! 

Whole School News; ‘You 

Said...We Did…’! 
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Whole School News; Arabic Week! 
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Whole School News; Arabic Week! 
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Whole School News; Arabic Week! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD!  

Many thanks to Mr. Gaber, our Cluster MOE Subjects Lead for delivering important ‘Teach Like a GEM’ CPD sessions for 
the MOE team on 23/10/25. We really appreciate him sharing his expertise to support our ongoing journey to excellence. 

Our SPEA School Improvement Advisor Ms. Lynn continues to promote high impact CPD for her cluster leaders. Ms. Va-
lerie, the Principal, attended a CPD session along with other Sharjah school leaders on 21/10/25 at GCS on Inspection Per-
formance Standard 3, Teaching for Effective Learning. 
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Leading with Diversity 

Whole School News; Week 6 ECA Report!  
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WSS Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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Learning Activities (General)! 
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WSS Junior Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

GEM of the Week 

Wellbeing Champions 
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WSS Junior Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2S2 (Respect)! 

Y2S2’s Assembly 
was truly special. 
Students retold a 
story in rhyme, 
spoke confidently 
& shared clear 
strategies for us 
to show respect in 
& out of school.  
They also gave us 
book recommen-
dations linked to 
Respect for ‘Read 
Like a GEM’! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with  Y1H2 (Respect)! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with  FS2S2 (Be a GEM 

Expectations—Be Ready to Learn)! 

FS2S2 put on a super-cute Assembly detailing behav-
iour expectations related to ‘Be Ready to Learn’. 
They shared very useful tips, such as being on time to 
school, being ready with all our learning materials & 
keeping the learning environment tidy. We really 
enjoyed the Assembly. 
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Junior Section News; Arabic Week in FS! 
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Junior Section News; Arabic Week! 
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Junior Section News; Arabic Week in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; FS2H2 Trip Time! 
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Junior Section News; FS2H2 Trip Time! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Times Tables Champions 
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WSS Primary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Leadership GEMStone Champions 

X Tables Competition Champions 
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WSS Primary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Family First Breakfast with Y4, 

21/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Family First Breakfast with Y3, 

22/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Family First Breakfast with Y3, 

22/10/25! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y5H2, 22/10/25 

“Maths is the Language of the Universe”! 

We thoroughly enjoyed 
Y5H2/s lively, humorous & 
well-rehearsed Assembly. 
We learnt how Maths is 
useful in our daily activities, 
from shopping, cutting up 
pizza fairly & sports! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3D1, 22/10/25 

“ Being Responsible is Everyone’s Responsibility”! 

Y3D1’s Assembly was impressive! The children 
delivered their lines with confidence & enjoy-
ment, sharing very useful strategies how we can 
demonstrate Responsibility in school. Great 
job! Thank you to parents for practicing lines at 
home & arranging the lovely costumes. 
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Primary Section News (General)! 

The Y5 Assembly Choir, 
22/10/25, under the enthusiastic 
& dynamic leadership of Mr. 
Benjamin. 

Wellbeing— ‘About 
being your absolute 
best self!’ 
“Healthy Mind, 
Healthy Body, 
Healthy Eating” 
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Primary Section News; Creativity in Art! 
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Primary Section News; Arabic Week with Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Arabic Week with Y5! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Arabic Week! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Arabic Week! 
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Primary Section News; Y3D1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 



55 

 

Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Secondary Section Curtin University Business Cup Challenge 

Superstar Champions! 

Huge congratulations to WSS students who won the Curtin University Business Cup Challenge, out of 277 participating  
teams on Saturday 18/10/25! Thanks to Ms. Rebecca for her ‘Above & Beyond’, enthusiastic support.  

We are super 
proud of our  
students—they 
won a 35% 
scholarship to 
Curtin Univer-
sity, plus their 
prototype busi-
ness plan is 
being present-
ed to real in-
vestors! We 
wish them eve-
ry success in 
their new busi-
ness venture. 
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WSS Secondary Section KS3 Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Girls Family First Flameless 

Cooking  Event, 20/10/25 



60 

 

Secondary Section News; KS3 Girls Family First Flameless 

Cooking  Event, 20/10/25 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Girls Family First Flameless 

Cooking  Event, 20/10/25 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9BH! 

Balanced Use of Digital Devices! 
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Secondary Section News; Food & Nutrition Club 

World Food Day! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Drama & Literature Club 

Inauguration! 
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Secondary Section News; Commerce Club Literary Shark Tank! 
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Secondary Section News; Commerce Club  

BCC Business Competition Winners! 
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Secondary Section News; Commerce Club  

BCC Business Competition Winners! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities - 

Be a GEM Behaviour Routines! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities ! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities ! 
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Secondary Section News; Commerce Club Research 

Colloquium! 

Secondary Section News; Learning & Leadership in KS5! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning & Leadership in KS5! 
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Following prayers in the local mosques, WSS students participated in Salat al-Istisqāʾ (Prayer for Rain), a UAE 
custom. 

Secondary Section News; Learning & Leadership in KS5! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning & Leadership in KS5! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning & Leadership in KS5! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning & Leadership in KS5! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning & Leadership in KS5! 


