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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #10 

2nd November, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
UAE Flag  & National Day 
As we are coming up to the 
UAE National Day, please be 
reminded that, as per the Au-
thorities, the only flag that may 

be  displayed in school is the UAE Flag. Please ensure 
that your children only wear/bring the UAE flag to 
school. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Term 1 Ex-
ams 

• FS1-Y6 T1 exams from  Monday 4th to Thurs-
day 14th December. 

• Y9 Exams from Monday 27th November to 
Thursday 14th December. 

Mon. 13th 
Nov. 

• GEMS Parent Survey scheduled for release. 
Parents are kindly requested to take a few 
minutes to complete it positively to support on-
going school development. Please see the docu-
ment on p5-6 for guidance. Thank you. 

Thurs. 30th 
Nov. 

• WSS will be celebrating UAE National Day. 
Staff & students may come dressed in the UAE 
flag colours & bring traditional food to share 
with classmates (optional)  

Sat.30th 
Dec. 2023 

• Online fee payment of T2 fees recommended to 
avoid queues. However, the Cashier will be open 
for parent convenience, 8am-2pm 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—Mon. 
1st Jan. 
2024 

• School closed for Winter Break (2 weeks). 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 

Happy UAE Flag Day, 3/11/23! 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Whole School News; WSS Charity Drive, Tarahum for Gaza 
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Whole School News; GEMS Annual Parent Survey Guidelines! 

GEMS Parent Survey is scheduled for re-
lease. Parents are kindly requested to take a 
few minutes to complete it positively to sup-
port ongoing school development. Please see 
the following guidance. Thank you. 
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Whole School News; GEMS Annual Parent Survey Guidelines! 
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Whole School News; Respecting UAE Flag Day! 
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Whole School News; Respecting UAE Flag Day! 
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Whole School News; Respecting UAE Flag Day! 

Flag day Activities 

Some students brought creatively designed, flag-coloured 
edible treats to share with classmates and UAE flags that 
There were also numerous events like Flag Day aware-
ness sessions led by Sixth Formers, creating UAE flag 
using materials from home, or creating a flag poster.  
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Climate Change Projects; How can we harness 
Technology to improve Sustainability? 



12 

 

WSS Superstar Champions; TEDEX Participation! 

Mariam Shams (Y12GS) had the honor of being one of the 
nine speakers at the TEDxYouth@OOW event. The event 
centered around the profound theme of 'A Bottled Letter’, 
delving into the immense power that unspoken words and 
thoughts hold. Aligned with this theme, her talk, titled 
'Childhood Dreams: The Forgotten Blueprints of Our 
Lives,' explored the significance of our early aspirations 
and how reconnecting with them can profoundly shape our 
adult lives. 
 
Addressing a diverse audience of both adults and teenag-
ers, Mariam shared insights on bridging the gap between 
our long-forgotten childhood dreams and the paths we 
tread as adults, emphasizing how this connection could 
profoundly influence our personal growth. Mariam said, 
“Being part of TEDxYouth@OOW and having the oppor-
tunity to contribute to this transformative dialogue was not 
just an honor but a deeply enriching experience.” Grateful 
to the TEDxYouth@OOW team for this remarkable op-
portunity, she is now proud to bear the title of a TEDx 
speaker. Well done, Mariam, we are proud of you! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

Team CPD; Junior & Primary Section SLT attended a SPEA SIA-
oranised training session on 1/11/23 on ‘The Strategic use of Data to 
Inform School Evaluation & Improvement.’ Thank you to our SPEA 
SIA Ms. Lynn for organizing this important session. 

WSS Teachers meeting with Professor Mahmoud Albatal, the repre-
sentative of the United Arab Emirates Ministry of Education, to dis-
cuss and coordinate the plan for developing the Arabic language cur-
riculum, for both native and non-native students. We are proud & 
grateful to the Authorities for including school teams in this review. 

A part of Ms. Lynn’s CPD strategy to support the 
ongoing school development of Sharjah’s British 
Curriculum schools, is to pair up & share expertise 
between Beacon & other schools. WSS is one of the 
Beacon schools & we are leading on ‘Stretch & 
Challenge Maths’. 
 
Above we see Ms. Vandana, who attended a Stretch 
& Challenge—English session at Sharjah English 
School on 2/11/23. 
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This week we held a charity 
drive in support of the Au-
thority’s ‘Tarahum for 
Gaza’. Many thanks to par-
ents & students for your 
generosity. 

Whole School News; Colin the Character Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Respect, Charity, Kindness & Community Spirit)  

Charity Donation boxes are placed in the 
East & West Forecourts/Lobbies. 
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Happy Birthdays!

Happy Birthday Mousa! Thank you so much for brining healthy fruit treats for your classmates to support 

our ‘Healthy Lifestyle’ policy. 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Y1D1 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2F2, 2/11/23! 

Y2F2’s fabulous Assem-
bly was about ’The qual-
ities of a good friend’. 
We learnt about being 
kind & caring to make 
& keep our friends. 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1S2, 2/11/23! 

Y1S2’s important Assembly was 
about  UAE Flag Day, on 3/11/23.. 
We learnt what each colour of the 
flag means. 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2D2, 2/11/23! 

FS2D2’s super cute Assembly was 
about  ‘Family’. We learnt about 
the different roles in the family & 
how each helps the family to be 
strong. We also learnt about the 
UAE Flag Day. 
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Junior Section News; Parental Engagement Open Days, 30/10/23 & 31/10/23! 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS1H! 

Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 

Y1D1 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 

Y2F1 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Century Tech. Champions for September 

Parent Engagement (Reading during Literacy Week) Certificates for participating parents 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Y4 Class Champions 

Class Dojo Champions 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Century Tech. Champions 

Parent Engagement (Reading during Literacy Week) Certificates for participating parents 
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Primary Section News; assembly Time with Y4F2, 1/11/23! 

Y4F2 led an amazing Assem-
bly on ‘Growth Mindset’ 
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Primary Section News; assembly Time with Y5D2, 1/11/23! 

Y5D2 led an important 
Assembly on ‘Healthy 
Lifestyle; Healthy Diet’. 
They sung a really beau-
tiful song with a fabulous 
sols! 
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Primary Section News 

Well-organized & relaxed Y4 Break time on 31/10/24. Students are enjoying our new shaded zone on the sports field. 

Year 4’s Radio broadcast on 2/11/23 was about UAE Flag Day, current news & about Tsuna-
mis. Thank you Y4, that was very interesting! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to this week’s KS3 Girls Class Superstars & Wellbeing Champions. Below,  Boys’ Wellbeing Champions. 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9GS, 30/9/23! 

Y9GS led a really well-designed Assembly on the im-
portant theme of ‘Learning from our Mistakes’ 
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Secondary Section News; MUN Participation! 
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Secondary Section News; Elocution Competition Participation! 
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Secondary Section News; Breast Cancer Awareness! 
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Secondary Section News; Creativity with Ms. Maha! 

Recent art work by Y7 and Y8. They have been practicing pen shading , mixed media & creating art work for Flag Day. 
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Secondary Section News; Teaching & Learning Strategies! 

Teaching & learning: 
New teaching methods incorporate IT skills through 
educational platforms like Century Tech. Students 
enthusiastically complete nuggets in Century Tech. 
Students demonstrate independent skills and take 
responsibility for their own learning as well as help-
ing others with their studies. 
Students invest time to express themselves in the safe 
space inside the class “happiness corner.”  
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Secondary Section News; Chess Championships! 

Here we have the ongoing Inter-House Chess tournaments (Girls) organized by the Secondary Girls Sports Club. The Finals 
are being conducted this week. 

Ms. Valerie & Ms. Christine 
enjoyed an interesting Lesson 
Observation on 1/11/23 with 
Ms. Saritha & Y12G about 
adaptation. Ms. Valerie was 
very impressed with the depth 
of the girls’ answers & their 
engagement level. Thank you 
Ms. Saritha for an interesting-
lesson. 
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Y7-Y9 Boys went on a trip to ‘Green Planet’ on 31.10.23. 

Secondary Section News; Trip Time! 


