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Message from the
Principal/CEO
Ms. Valerie Thompson

Dear WSS Parents,

I UAE Flag & National Day
As we are coming up to the
UAE National Day, please be

] reminded that, as per the Au-
thorities, the only flag that may
be displayed in school is the UAE Flag. Please ensure
that your children only wear/bring the UAE flag to
school. Thank you.

Date Details

Term 1 Ex- FS1-Y6 T1 exams from Monday 4th to Thurs-

ams day 14th December.
Y9 Exams from Monday 27th November to
Thursday 14th December.

Mon. 13th GEMS Parent Survey scheduled for release.

Nov. Parents are kindly requested to take a few
minutes to complete it positively to support on-
going school development. Please see the docu-
ment on p5-6 for guidance. Thank you.

Thurs. 30th WSS will be celebrating UAE National Day.

Nov. Staff & students may come dressed in the UAE
flag colours & bring traditional food to share
with classmates (optional)

Sat.30th Online fee payment of T2 fees recommended to

Dec. 2023 avoid queues. However, the Cashier will be open
for parent convenience, 8am-2pm

Mon. 18th School closed for Winter Break (2 weeks).

ll)t;cJ—Mon. School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024.

S T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you.

Happy UAE Flag Day, 3/11/23!

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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Whole School News; WSS Charity Drive, Tarahum for Gaza

L i Pl adeig i uiatss dopsn

GEMS Westminster School

SHARJAH

Monday 30t October

Dear WSS Parents,

Subject: ‘Tarahum — for Gaza’

The United Arab Emirates has launched a charity campaign to provide relief aid to the Palestinian people impacted
by the war in the Gaza Strip, under the name ‘Tarahum for Gaza’.

The campaign has established centers to collect and mobilize humanitarian relief packages in partnership with
humanitarian and charstable institutions, volunteer centers, the private sector, media, and all segments of society. As
part of the humanitarian efforts undertaken by the UAE to provide urgent assistance to the Palestinian people, the
relief campaign is in cooperation with the World Food Programme, and in coordination with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Ministry of Community Development.

WSS 1s inviting parents & students to participate in this charity drive. If vou wish fo donate, contributions will be
collected in school from Tuesdav 312 October 2023 to Thursday 9% November, 2023

Suggested recommended items to be donated by year group (this is optional & yvou may donate whichever ifems

vou wish, in whichever guantify):

Year Items
FS1 & F52/¥1 | 2 kg sugar, 2 tins canned foods (chickpeas, corn, beans, noodles)
Year 2 2 ke milk powder, 2 kg lentils (chickpeas. red and sreen whole lentils), 1 ke macaroni
Year 3 5 ke rice, 1 ke salt, tinned food (chickpeas. corn, beans, noodles)
Year 4 2 ke sugar, 2 packets tomato paste {500z each)
Year 5 5 kg all-purpose flour, 2 litters cooking oil, tin milk powder.
Year 6 6 tin tuna (100g each). 1 paclket tea bags (100 nos.), 1 sleeping bag.
Year 7 2 kg lentils (chickpeas, red and green whole lentils). 2ke dates
Year 8 1 sei blanket/comforter, 1 ke packet macaroni
Year 9 1 tins canned food (chickpeas, red and green whole lentils), 1 sleeping hag
Year 10 2.5 kg milk powder, baby food (packet of 5)
Year 11 5 ke rice ! flour, babv food (5 packets), sanitary pads, 2 packets pampers
Year 12 2 kg lentils, 1 set blanket/comforter, baby food (packet of 5)
Year 13 5 ke rice, 2 ko flour, 1 packet tea bags (100 nos.). sleeping bag
Thank you.
WES Management




Whole School News; GEMS Annual Parent Survey Guidelines!

A ST e M0 g e by el ey L iiies Ty Gl a8 i tu e
r~1 estmins ter Sch ool
h ~ :ﬂinmu M i by GEMS Parent Survey is scheduled for re-

lease. Parents are kindly requested to take a
few minutes to complete it positively to sup-
Date: November, 2023 port ongoing school development. Please see
the following guidance. Thank you.
Dear Parents.

Subject: GEMS Parent Survey

At WSS, we are commifted to engaging with our parents to achieve our vision, ‘Excellence Through
Teamwork; Snccess for All'. We aim to provide the very best possible learning experience and outcomes
for vour child. so value your balanced. regular feedback on what 1s working well. and what can be improved
further. In order to gain further parent feedback., GEMS will shortly issue a Parent Survey link to your
registered email We would highly appreciate yvou taking some of your valuable time to complete this to
share your valuable insights on matters within the school’s control (please do not consider areas such as
fees. Books with fees & buses that are outside school control. Thank you).
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FY1 please note:
Score | What this means Some examples for scoring
10 Top score! Very happy & satisfied with school & management in all areas
Parent is a Promotor & | that are within school’s control. Any queries/issues have been
would highly recommend | responded to promptly & solved. Child is making very good
WSS to family & friends progress & is very happy with Teacher & to aftend lessons.
m Parent feels that school is fully committed to improvement & high
O3=309 Ogrg el ma L | standards.
Bude cBaollg AblallWSS e 25 B S lonall e (3 BylaYs duyiedl pe 8 - et
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9 _ Generally happv & satisfied with school & management in most
Parent 15 a Promortor. areas that are within school’s control. Any queries/issues have
Parent would recommend | beenresponded to & solved where possible. Child is making good
WSS to family & friends progress & 1s happy with Teacher & to attend lessons. Parent feels

_ that school is generally committed to improvement & high

'::F.t'3 oh g g | e n@i standards.
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Whole School News; GEMS Annual Parent Survey Guidelines!

7-8 Average score. Neither satisfied nor dissansfied. Cluld’s generally likes school

Parent 15 “Passive’ & learming but individual needs are only partially met for

Aaeya Jaswgia | reasons within the school’s control. Parent unsure whether they

'Jlad a2 igh | wish to continue at WSS due to aspects of the learning

environment that are within the school’s control.
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0-6 Low score. Parent/child not comfortable with the WSS learning

Parent 15 a ‘Detractor’ environment/management/ Teachers for reasons within the

Parent would nof | school’s control. School does not respond to quenes/issues or

recommend WSS to | solve them where possible. Parent feels that school is not fully

family/friends. committed to improvement & high standards.
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We look forward to yvour feedback to support achievement of our vision, ‘Excellence Thronugh Teamwork;
Success for All!”

Thank vou, dear parents.

Regards,

Ms. Valene Thompson
WSS Principal/CEO
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Whole School News; Respecting U E Flag Day!




Whole School News; Respecting U E Flag Day!




Whole School News; Respecting U E Flag Day!

The creator of the
Uae’s flag

The national flag of the United Arab Emirates contains the Pan-
Argb colors red, green, white, and black. It was designed in 1971
by Abdullah Mohammed Al Maainah, who was 19 years old at
that time, and was adopted on 2 December 1971. The main
theme of the flag's four colors is the unity of Arab nations. In

2008, a minor change was made to the emblem. '

==

What is flag day?

* Flag Day in the UAF
ovem ery ye;

ns.
1sm shares
will be adorned with the natior

planned to mark this
ional identity amon;

Friday, November 3 at 10:00am GST to stand In solidarity with
Fathers of the Nation,|

MOHAMMAD UMALR
YR 78H

What is flag day?

- Flai Day it
Nocmber every

cebebration, abseryed in
P s et sgmance fo e countrs
Syl

Friday, November
Fathers of the Nation

e 8
nds a  pri
tis and UAE residents alil !

* all ministries and institutions in the country to to raise the Emirati flag g
gund

Flag day Activities

Some students brought creatively designed, flag-coloured
edible treats to share with classmates and UAE flags that
There were also numerous events like Flag Day aware-
ness sessions led by Sixth Formers, creating UAE flag
using materials from home, or creating a flag poster.




Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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IF YOU CAN IMAGINE IT,
YOU CAN MAKE IT
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Gritis a personality [ \ ‘
trait that heips you A {

working toward leeg-
ferm poals despite of

| am proud of you for
helping me in the house
chores,
Semetime you think that
can't 4o it but you

Wnished it because you

Yes. Grit helps
you achieve a
goal, even though
challenges getin
your way. Just
mm mm keep working to |
Sw wwting gt be successful.
Detter at something 3

"We do our best" to

make our learning
environment productive,

Students, could you
think of a real life
example for Fah 5 Rule
Number 1?

We ensure the chairs are
inits place when we leave
the classroom, \

A fantastic real life
examole. Keen un the
good work!!!

Yes Miss. We always keep our
classroom neat and tidy.
Bags are well arranged at the
hack of the classroom,

10



Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

Nork.. The Nokh pele 15 @
Norwenetd Pt of fhe €ar®
the Soum Pele 15 ot e Sat
Pk on the eark. Nork

Climate Change Projects; How can we harness
Technology to improve Sustainability?
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WSS Superstar Champions; TEDEX Participation!

Good evening

I'm AbdulRahman's Mother he is in Y3F2.

Sorry for disturbing but really | want to appreciate one of the teachers who make a big difference in My son’s Arabic language .

AbdulRahman speaking English fluently but he is not proficient in Arabic because of that he was scared from Arabic classes .

This year a big difference happened. He is writing his tasks every day in the class ,known he can read Arabic easily even he do the dictation with rare mistake.
In the end | want to thank MS. Dalal the Arabic teacher of My son and | appreciate her great effort and support. She is really professional

And | want to thank all the management for choosing professional teachers like Ms Dalal.

| attached with email photos from his notebook

Thank you

Mariam Shams (Y12GS) had the honor of being one of the
nine speakers at the TEDxYouth@OOW event. The event
centered around the profound theme of 'A Bottled Letter’,
delving into the immense power that unspoken words and
thoughts hold. Aligned with this theme, her talk, titled
'Childhood Dreams: The Forgotten Blueprints of Our
Lives,' explored the significance of our early aspirations
and how reconnecting with them can profoundly shape our
adult lives.

Addressing a diverse audience of both adults and teenag-
ers, Mariam shared insights on bridging the gap between
our long-forgotten childhood dreams and the paths we
tread as adults, emphasizing how this connection could
profoundly influence our personal growth. Mariam said,
_ ) B | “Being part of TEDxYouth@OOW and having the oppor-
; tunity to contribute to this transformative dialogue was not
— \kq just an honor but a deeply enriching experience.” Grateful
@l | to the TEDxYouth@OOW team for this remarkable op-
' portunity, she is now proud to bear the title of a TEDx

speaker. Well done, Mariam, we are proud of you!

Youth@OOW

12



Whole School News; Staff CPD!
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Team CPD; Junior & Primary Section SLT attended a SPEA SIA-
oranised training session on 1/11/23 on ‘The Strategic use of Data to
Inform School Evaluation & Improvement.” Thank you to our SPEA
SIA Ms. Lynn for organizing this important session.

WSS Teachers meeting with Professor Mahmoud Albatal, the repre-
sentative of the United Arab Emirates Ministry of Education, to dis-
cuss and coordinate the plan for developing the Arabic language cur-
riculum, for both native and non-native students. We are proud &
grateful to the Authorities for including school teams in this review.

13

A part of Ms. Lynn’s CPD strategy to support the
ongoing school development of Sharjah’s British
Curriculum schools, is to pair up & share expertise
between Beacon & other schools. WSS is one of the
Beacon schools & we are leading on ‘Stretch &
Challenge Maths’.

Above we see Ms. Vandana, who attended a Stretch
& Challenge—English session at Sharjah English
School on 2/11/23.




Whole School News; Colin the Character Camel!

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character
(Respect, Charity, Kindness & Community Spirit)

Charity Donation boxes are placed in the
East & West Forecourts/Lobbies.

This week we held a charity
drive in support of the Au-
thority’s ‘Tarahum for
Gaza’. Many thanks to par-
ents & students for your
generosity.
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!
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Hurray! We got stlck % *r
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2F2, 2/11/23!

~‘ ' ] q‘lt ,:‘» : @
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Y2F2’s fabulous Assem-
bly was about *The qual-
ities of a good friend’.
We learnt about being
kind & caring to make
& keep our friends.




Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y182, 2/11/23!

Y1S2’s important Assembly was
about UAE Flag Day, on 3/11/23..
We learnt what each colour of the
flag means.




Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2D2, 2/11/23!

FS2D2’s super cute Assembly was
about ‘Family’. We learnt about
the different roles in the family &
how each helps the family to be
strong. We also learnt about the
UAE Flag Day.




Junior Section News; Parental Engagement Open Days, 30/10/23 & 31/10/23!




Junior Section News




Junior Section News

Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS1H!

Parental -
5 Engagement Da ays in

FS1H with
Ms. Kishwar and
;. Krishna




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1!

wow !
full score




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1!

We are revising phonics at OLA. y




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

¥2H1 with Ms. Roomana and Ms. Aqueen e,
| Math OoOLA sessuon

it Taddy Soas home Wellbeing Charmpiorns
- .
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— 3 "‘T i
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

Y2S2 Class Activities

>

M 'leown

2‘

P .‘. ‘ -

4 ..I
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

Spo‘i‘l Stickers £frona
Ms Sleanail €or our
Class Asseanbly, 10




Learning Activities in Y2!

Junior Section News;




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

We are learning about Gulhs growing into mature plants,

l
l
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!
; % , e ,

Century Tech. Champions for September

2

A
- . o

Parent Engagement (Reading during Literacy Week) Certificates for participating parents

31



WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Class Dojo Champions

32



WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

&
Dan

Parent Engagement (Reading during Literacy Week) Certificates for participating parents

33



Primary Section News; assembly Time with Y4F2, 1/11/23!

Y4F2 led an amazing Assem-
bly on ‘Growth Mindset’




Primary Section News; assembly Time with Y5D2, 1/11/23!

o L | 1T P A
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Y5D2 led an important
Assembly on ‘Healthy
Lifestyle; Healthy Diet’.
They sung a really beau-
tiful song with a fabulous

sols!




Primary Section News

Mohamed

Year 4’s Radio broadcast on 2/11/23 was about UAE Flag Day, current news & about Tsuna-
mis. Thank you Y4, that was very interesting!

‘ Well-organized & relaxed Y4 Break time on 31/10/24. Students are enjoying our new shaded zone on the sports field. ‘




Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3!

Y3S2 Flag Day
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!

2 Name of th
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9GS, 30/9/23!

Y9GS led a really well-designed Assembly on the im-
portant theme of ‘Learning from our Mistakes’




Secondary Section News; MUN Participation!

‘_?-

~ GCS SHARJAH °

Oct 13th to 15th

Our Secondary students
participated in various
MUNs in Dubai and
Sharjah, gaining
valuable exposure and
insights into global
issues and diplomacy.
They have learned how
to research, debate,
negotiate, and
collaborate with other
delegates from different
backgrounds and
perspectives. They have also developed their skills
in public speaking, critical thinking, problem-
solving, and leadership.

I, Nirmal Josephine (MUN Coordinator), take
immense pride in being part of this journey,
helping students navigate their path to success.

October 6th-8th




Secondary Section News; Elocution Competition Participation!

38th K.S. Varkey English Elocution Contest
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Congratulations to Manaal Roman (Y11GH) for showcasing her exceptional
oratory skills at 38t K.S Varkey English Elocution Contest, held on 1%
November 2023| at GEMS Our Own English High School, Dubai.

(L
\

=

42



Secondary Section News; Breast Cancer Awareness!
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Event details:

Title: Breast cancer awareness session for Y13 girls.

Day: 26% October 2023

Speaker:  Dr. Leena R David (MIT), MBA (HCS), Ph.D. (Medical Imaging), FHEA, Faculty, Department of Medical Diagnostic Imaging
College of Health Sciences, University of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

Agenda:  October has been designated as the Pink Month, when efforts are made to educate those concemed about the disease, including early
identification and signs and symptoms associated with breast cancer.

Led by: Sixth form Sociology club

Feedback on the session: The positive feedback from fellow students and teachers, along with the valuable discussions that arose during the session,
highlighted the importance of the awareness we as WSS Community successfully generated.

43



Secondary Section News; Creativity with Ms. Maha!

Recent art work by Y7 and Y8. They have been practicing pen shading , mixed media & creating art work for Flag Day.

44




Secondary Section News; Teaching & Learning Strategies!

Teaching & learning:
New teaching methods incorporate IT skills through
educational platforms like Century Tech. Students
enthusiastically complete nuggets in Century Tech.
Students demonstrate independent skills and take
responsibility for their own learning as well as help-
ing others with their studies.

Students invest time to express themselves in the safe
space inside the class “happiness corner.”




Secondary Section News; Chess Championships!

Here we have the ongoing Inter-House Chess tournaments (Girls) organized by the Secondary Girls Sports Club. The Finals

are being conducted this week.

= T

Ms. Valerie & Ms. Christine
enjoyed an interesting Lesson
Observation on 1/11/23 with
Ms. Saritha & Y12G about
adaptation. Ms. Valerie was
very impressed with the depth
of the girls’ answers & their
engagement level. Thank you
Ms. Saritha for an interesting-
lesson.




Secondary Section News; Trip Time!

Y7-Y9 Boys went on a trip to ‘Green Planet’ on 31.10.23.




