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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #1 

 25th August, 2022 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Welcome Back to WSS for 2022-2023! 
We hope that you & your children enjoyed some hap-
py, fun, quality family time over the summer break, 
& that our students are now rested & refreshed 
ready for a busy Term 1 full of learning adventures, 
hard work & activities!  
 
To keep yourself up-to-date, please check through 
this Newsletter carefully for details of Week One and 
then weekly check for ongoing important guidance, 
news & deadlines. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
29/8/22 
 

• Please note that T1 Fees need to be cleared in full be-
fore any student joins.  There are no T1 Payment 
Plans. 

• If your child received 2 Warning Letters last academic 
year,  the parent needs to sign a Conditional Admis-
sion Letter before any class is assigned for the child to 
rejoin school for the new academic year. 

• As per updated Authority Circular #25 received on 
30/5/22, students must join within the first week of the 
new academic year, or lose their booked seat to the 
Waiting List, unless you pay full T1 fees to hold your 
child’s seat. 

• There is no fee rise again this year, however, moving 
forwards, please see the updated, approved Seat Res-
ervation/Re-enrollment fees as published in this NL#1. 

• It takes one working day for  a child’s name to appear 
on the Classlist for the Teacher to accept the child into 
class. Therefore, to avoid delays of admission into 
class, we recommend that T1 fees are paid in full by 
latest Thursday 25th August. 

Mon. 29th 
August (new 
students) 

• First day of new Academic Year  2022-2023 for new 
students. 

• All Students over age 12 must bring (or email to Class 
Teacher in advance) a 96-hour valid negative PCR 
Report 

• Timings 8am-12pm 

 
Tuesday 30th 
August 
(returning 
students) 

• First day of new Academic Year  2022-2023 for Re-
turning students. 

• All Students over age 12 must bring (or email to Class 
Teacher in advance) a 96-hour valid negative PCR 
Report 

• Timings for FS1-Y2; 7:30am-1:15pm 

• Timings for all Y3-Y13 students; 7:30am-3:10pm 
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WSS Board Examination Superstar Champions! 

Below please find some of our Board Examination WOW! stories from the summer of 2022!  More details will follow shortly. 

165% increase in the number of entries from 
2019 

In 2019, 123 entries were recorded in AL; in 2022, 203 entries 
were made. 

10% increase in overall attainment (A*-B) 
compared to 2019. 

In 2019, 33% students scored A*-B; in 2022, 43% students 
scored A*-B overall. 

100% increase in Science attainment (A* - B) 
compared to 2019. 

In 2019, 23% students scored A*-B; in 2022, 46% students 
scored A*-B in Sciences. 

More than 100% increase in Mathematics at-
tainment (A*-B) when compared to 2019. 

In 2019, 24% students scored A*-B; in 2022, 61% students 
scored A*-B in Mathematics. 

50% increase in Economics  (A*-B) 

14% increase in Business studies in (A*-B) at-
tainment when compared to 2019. 

In 2019, 50 % students scored A*-B; in 2022, 100 % students 
scored A*-B in Economics. 

In 2019, 40% students scored A*-B; in 2022, 54 % students 
scored A*-B in Business studies. 

Headlines IGCSE Results, 2022 

 

Computer Studies 78% scored A* - B 

English as a First Language 73% scored A* - B 

English as a Second Language 72% scored A* - B 

Arabic as a First Language 70% scored A* - B 

All Sciences 56% scored A* - B 

Headlines A Level Results, 2022 
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Whole School News; BBT Transport Arrangements 

Bus Transport—Important Message from BBT for all Bus Users 

Date Action Comment 

Thursday 

25th August 

The last date to register for Bus transport  for buses to be 
available from the afternoon trip on 29/8/22 (New Stu-
dents) & 30/8/22 (all students) is Thursday 25th August 
2022, 4pm.   

Transport will only be provided once full Term 
1 school & Bus fees have been cleared. Thank 
you. 

Friday 26th 

August  

In case parents register for the Bus after Thursday 25th 
August, BBT would only be able to provide Bus Transport 
from Monday 5th September,  onwards. 

Transport will only be provided once full Term 
1 school & Bus fees have been cleared. Thank 
you. 

Monday 29th 

August 

New Students 

only 

On the first day of school for new students, parents please 
bring your child to school by 8am, meet the concerned bus 
driver in the Auditorium, collect your child’s ID card and 
hand it over to the class teacher.   

The Bus transport service will start from the 
12pm afternoon trip on Monday 29/8 (New stu-
dents only). 

Tuesday 30th 

August 

New & Re-

turning Stu-

dents 

Bus transportation will be available from Tuesday 30/8 
morning for all T1 paid students (new & returning). 

Transport will only be provided once full Term 
1 school & Bus fees have been cleared. Thank 
you. 

Ongoing    

Safety 

For Safety, a parent/approved Guardian for all Junior, 

Primary and Secondary Year 7 Bus students should be 

present to receive their child from the Bus at the designat-

ed drop off point daily.  

If there is no adult the Guardian card (parents, 
relative, maid or any other parent authorized 
person) at the Bus drop-off point to receive the 
child,  the Driver will have to return the student 
to school by Bus for later parent collection from 
school. 

Ongoing  

Punctuality to 

the Pick-up  

Point 

Please ensure your children are at the pickup point at the 

designated time.   Buses will only wait at the collection 

point for one minute to ensure all children arrive at school 

on time. 

Due to the number of students, or change in 
route etc, from time-to-time your child’s Pick-
up/Drop-off time may vary.  We will be sure to 
inform you of any required changes. Thank you 
for your patience.  

Whole School News; Book Sales Arrangements 

• We are facing delivery delays from the company book supplier, 
therefore not all books are available yet.  We are expecting final 
delivery within 2 weeks. 

• For your safety & convenience we recommend online book pur-
chase. Please use your online parent portal for this. Once all the 
books are delivered to school from the supplier, we will send the 
books to your child in class, or you may collect from school. 

• Some books are available now to purchase—feel free to visit the 
Auditorium. However, please be aware that there will be queues. 

• Please note that MOE curriculum & books have changed, so are 
compulsory to buy. Thank you. 



5 

 

Whole School News; Day 1 for NEW Students, Monday 29/8/22 

Day One Arrangements (New Students Only, Monday 29/8/22) 

Year Group Action Comment 

 FS1 to Year 2 • New students will join the school. Timings for the first day are 

8am-12pm 

• Collect the admit slip from the Registrar to get classroom access, 

if not already done  

• FS1 to Year 2 parents can drop the children in the class from 8:00 

am. 

• The Parent induction meeting will start at 8.30am in the respec-

tive classrooms by the class teacher. 

• Bus Students’ parents please collect the ID from the bus drivers 

in the Auditorium and hand it over to the class teacher for bus access 
for home time. 

• Own Transport parents please collect the Temporary OT ID from 

the class teacher. Parents will not be allowed inside without these ID 
cards from the second day onwards. 

• Please collect an Early Exit slip from the class teacher if you are 
collecting the child before 12:00 pm 

Parents are expected to drop stu-
dents in the classrooms where the 
class teachers give them a short in-
duction. The induction meeting will 
start at 8.30 am. 

  

Bus drivers are available in the au-
ditorium from 8 am to 10 am. 

               

Primary Please check the emailed guidance letter to be sent home this week.  

Secondary • All Students over age 12 must bring (or email to Class Teacher in ad-
vance) a 96-hour valid negative PCR Report 
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Whole School News; Day 1 for Returning Students, Tuesday 30/8/22 

Day One Arrangements for Returning Students,  Tuesday 29/8/22 (Day 2 for New students) 

Year Group Action Comment 

FS1-Y1 • Regular Timings: 7:30am-1:15pm • If parent needs to collect a child early on any day, 
please email the Teacher in the morning & collect an 
Early Exit Slip from Reception no later than one 
hour before regular end of day timing (by latest 
12pm) 

Y2-Y13 • Regular timings 7:30am-3:10pm 

• See Table below for OT (Own Transport) 
pick up times 

• If parent needs to collect a child early on any day, 
please email the Teacher in the morning & collect an 
Early Exit Slip from Reception no later than one 
hour before regular end of day timing (by latest 2pm) 

Primary 

(Y3-6) 

• Please see the emailed guidance letter to be 
sent home this week 

 

Secondary • All Students over age 12 must bring (or email to 
Class Teacher in advance) a 96-hour valid nega-
tive PCR Report 

 

Parent Pick-up Timings for Own Transport Students,  
From 30th August, 2022 

Year Group Pick-up Time 

FS1, FS2 and Y1 1:15 PM 

Y2 3:00 PM 

Y3 to Y6 3:05 PM 

Y7 to Y13 Girls 3:10 PM 

Y7 to Y13 Boys 3:10 PM 
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Whole School News; Slices Canteen for Y3-13! 

We are happy to share that we will shortly be re-opening our canteen, 
run by Slices, for Years 3-13 (Junior children need to bring lunch & 
snack as usual).  Please see below details of the cashless payment system 
that is most recommended. 
We plan to start serving food from Monday 5th September (TBC). 
To support health & convenience, we recommend that children still 
brings a full, recyclable water bottle to school daily. Losing learning time 
through trips to the canteen mid-lesson will not be allowed. 
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Whole School News; Slices Canteen for Y3-13! 
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Whole School News 

GEMS & WSS takes student Safeguarding very serious as our #1 priority. 
This includes all areas of school operational safety, wellbeing, abuse, bully-
ing, cyber safety etc. Below we see WSS staff, including the Principal & 
Senior Leadership Team, receiving annual Safeguarding training for the 
GEMS Corporate Safeguarding Leads Ms. Kirsty & Ms. Shari on 22/8/22. 
 
If you have any concerns about your child’s safety or wellbeing n school, 
please feel free to reach out to your Section SLT or our Head of Inclusion 
Ms. Rema on rema.p_wss@gemsedu.com  

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 
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Whole School News; WSS’ 10th Birthday, October 2022! 

WSS’ 10th Birthday, October 2022 
 
We are very excited to share that it is WSS’ Birthday in October this year. To celebrate, we will be arranging some fun ac-
tivities throughout the first Term, & creating a WSS 10th Birthday Book. 
 
If you were a founding family in 2012, we invite you to share pictures & messages/articles for publication in our Newsletter 
& Birthday Book. Please send your Birthday Book material to the PRE Ms. Aiysha, aiysha.k_wss@gemsedu.com We look 
forward to hearing from you. Thank you. 

We were happy to welcome Mr. Ranju Anand, our GEMS Cluster Vice President, who met the Teachers on 23/8/22 to share 
inspirational & motivational messages relating to maintaining wellbeing & maximizing student learning. 
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Whole School News; School Fees 
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WSS Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions Competition! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation, 22/6/22! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation, 22/6/22! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation, 22/6/22! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation, 22/6/22! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation, 22/6/22! 


