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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #1 

 24th August, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
We are very much looking for-
ward to your children joining 
WSS from Sunday 28th August 
(new students) or Monday 29th 
August (returning students) for a 

new academic year, full of exciting experiences & fun 
learning.   

Ensuring that Your Child has a Smooth Start to the 
New Academic Year 

• Term 1 Fee invoices have been sent home early to 
help Budgeting. 

• Fees are due by latest on the first day of Term. 
However, we recommend that you clear fees by 
Thursday 24th August to ensure that your child’s 
name appears on the class list by the first day 
(Teachers will not be able to admit any child into 
class if their name is not on the classlist) 

• It takes 24 hours for a child’s name to appear on 
the classlist after paying fees, so if Term 1 fees 
are cleared on 28

th
/29

th
 August, your child would 

only be able to join class on the following day. 
 
Own Transport Notice—Roadworks 
Please note that there are currently road works in the 
school Zone. We recommend that you check out the 
route to avoid additional delays around school at 
drop-off & pick-up times. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Friday 
25/8/23 & 
1/9/23 

• 8am-1pm 

• Cashier & Registration (Enrollment) Office 
open 

Saturday 
26/8/23 & 
2/9/23 

• 8am-2pm 

• Cashier & Registration (Enrollment) Office 
open 

Monday 
28th & 
Tuesday 
29th August 
 
 

General Information 

• Students must join school within one week from 
school opening (by latest Monday 4th Septem-
ber). Seats will not be held beyond this date, 
unless T1 fees have been cleared in full, even if 
the seat booking fee has been paid. 

• Books will be sent to your child in class, or orga-
nized as required. 

• The first week will be extremely busy in Recep-
tion, with longer than usual queues, so we highly 
recommend fee payment by latest Thursday 
24th August. Teachers are not able to admit any 
child into class unless T1 fees have been cleared 
in full & the child is on their Class List. It takes 
24 hours to add a child to a system class list, so 
late fee payment will mean a delay until the next 
day for the child to join class. 

• There are no Payment Plans for Term 1, so 
please Budget accordingly. Students will only be 
admitted for the new academic year once T1 
fees have been cleared in full. Thank you. 

• See p2/p4 for further Day 1 & Day 2 details 

Day 1 

Monday 

28/8/23 

 

8am-12pm 

• New student’s first day of the new academic 
year, subject to full T1 fees being cleared & all 
required documents submitted. 

• All students to come to school for 8am in own 
transport. 

• For those who have paid T1 Bus fees, please 
meet the Driver in the Auditorium to get your 
ID cards & confirm location. Home drop-off 
Busses provided at 12pm. 

Day 2 
Tuesday 
29/8/23 
 
7:30am-
12:20/2:20 

• Returning students first day, subject to full T1 
fees having been cleared in full. 

• am & pm Buses provided for all students who 
have paid T1 school & Bus fees 

• All parents must show their parent ID card to 
enter the building 

Week of 
25th-28th 
September 

• Meet your child’s Teacher; home-school Teach-
er ‘Meet-&-Greet meetings. Details to follow.  

We welcome Ms. Christine  
McDermott, our new Senior 
Teaching & Learning Coach 
(LC). Ms. Christine comes to 
us directly from London, UK, 
with lots of senior leadership 
& training experience. We 
look forward to the next phase 
of our school development! 



2 

 

Whole School News; Day 1 & Day 2 Arrangements! 

 

 

Date  Details 

Day 1 

 

Monday 

28/8/23 

 

8am-12pm 

 

• New students’ first day of the new academic year, subject to full T1 fees being cleared & all required 
documents submitted. 

• All students to come to school for 8am in own transport. 

• For those who have paid T1 Bus fees, please meet the Driver in the Auditorium to get your ID cards & 
confirm location. Home drop-off Busses provided at 12pm. 

 

• All new parents will be allowed to drop off their new children to class without an ID card on Day 1. 

• Claslists of Paid & Registered students will be displayed. In case your child’s name is not listed, please 
meet the Registration Team. 

• Own Transport (OT) parents will pick up ID cards from the FT/CT 

• OT parents wishing to use the carpark at any time, please pick up a carpark sticker from Reception. 

• Y7-13 parents go directly to the Auditorium by 8am with their Y7-13 child 

• FS1-Y6 parents go directly to their child’s class by 8am . There will Classlists posted, a QR code  poster 
available with the school map & staff to help guide you to locate your classroom. 

• FS1-Y6 Bus parents please go to the Auditorium from 9-11:30am to meet the Bus Drivers, pick up ID 
cards & confirm the location 

• 12:30-3pm; Y3-6 returning parents (old students who have already paid T1 fees) are invited to meet their 
new teacher 

 

Day 2 

 

Tuesday 

29/8/23 

 

Usual tim-

ings; 

7:30am-

12:20/2:20p

m 

• Returning students first day, subject to full T1 fees having been cleared in full. 

• am & pm Buses provided for all students who have paid T1 school & Bus fees 

• All parents must show their parent ID card to enter the building 
 

• All parents must show an ID card to enter school building 

• Claslists of Paid & Registered students will be displayed. In case your child’s name is not listed, please 
Clear T1 fees in full then meet the Registration Team. 

• Junior parents may drop-off to class & pick-up with a parent ID card 

• Returning parents may drop off their child to class with a parent ID card (Day 2 only. From Day 3, all 
Primary-Secondary students must be dropped at the Forecourt as usual) 

• Parents may come through the gates without an ID card for the first week (but not into the building after 
Day 1) 

• From Monday 4th September, all parents must show their ID card to pass the gate 

• OT parents wishing to use the carpark at any time, please pick up a carpark sticker from Reception. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1-4 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 
Whole School News 

• Welcome Back 

• Congratulations t our “A’ Level students! 

• Safeguarding Training & CPD 

• Save on School Fees with FAB Credit Card 

• School Fee Structure 

• BBT Bus Fees 

• Uniform 

• FILO; 24/7 home access, personalised support, online Tutors 

• Staff or Term 3 Awardees, June 2023 

• Superstar Champions; Support Staff T3 Awards 

• Environmental Superstars  
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Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 
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Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 
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Whole School News; Welcome Back!! 
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WSS Superstar ‘A’ Level Toppers, June 2023 Series! 
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Whole School News; Safeguarding! 

Safeguarding is Everyone’s Responsibility 
 
Student Safeguarding is our #1 priority. GEMS Senior Safeguarding Leaders Ms. Shari & Ms. Amal visited WSS on 21/8/23 
to deliver the Level 1 Safeguarding Training to all the Educational Admin. & Teaching Team. Support & Admin staff will 
receive the training at a later date. 
 
Parents, in case you have any Safeguarding concern, do please report this immediately to one of our Designated Safeguard-
ing Leaders (DSLs), Ms. Valerie (Principal, valerie.t_wss@gemsedu.com ) or Ms. Rema (Head of Inclusion re-
ma.p_wss@gemsedu.com ) for our follow-up.  Thank you. 

GEMS Senior Vice President 
Schools, Ms. Ranju Anand,   
visited WSS on 21/8/23.  The 
team was welcomed back to 
another busy & productive aca-
demic year, & reminded of our 
critical role in ensuring student 
wellbeing. Ms. Ranju also dis-
cussed the importance of inno-
vation in our daily practice to 
meet  individual learning needs.  



9 

 

Whole School News; New Joiners’ Staff Induction, 22/8/23! 

GEMS Awareness Day was held on 22/8/23 in 
the Atlantis, the Palm, to welcome & induct all 
new joining teachers from across the GEMS 
network. The Chairman Mr. Sunny Varkey (a 
UN Goodwill Ambassador), The CEO Mr. Dino 
Varkey, the Education CEO Dr. Saima Rana, 
Senior Vice Presidents of Schools & esteemed 
keynote speaker  Ms. Nivine Afiouni (an inter-
national journalist & Climate Change activist), 
addressed the gathering.  The agenda was very 
much rooted in preparing our young people for 
a successful future, developing their leadership 
skills  & giving them the skills & awareness to 
meet future challenges. 



10 

 

Whole School News; Save on School Fees! 
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Whole School News; School Fees 
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Whole School News; Bus Fees 
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Whole School News; Uniform 



14 

 

Whole School News; Uniform 
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Whole School News 

What is FILO? 
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WSS Superstar Staff Champions of T3! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Super Support Staff! 
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WSS Superstar Environment Champions; GEMS Awareness 

Day Exhibition, 22/8/23! 

WSS participated in the ‘Plant a Tree Legacy’ 
initiative last year, which was promoted by our 
enthusiastic & dedicated Environmental Lead-
er Ms. Laneetha & her Environment Team, 
with participation by parents & students. This 
initiative was recently celebrated at the GEMS 
Awareness Day, held on 22/8/23, where all new 
teachers along with their Principal from across 
the GEMS network met for Induction & wel-
come. 
 
As part of GEMS drive to promote sustainabil-
ity values & practices, each school had to con-
tribute an item relating to sustainability at their 
school to an impressive display to share best 
practice. 
 
Thank you to all involved for this important 
environmental initiative! 



19 

 

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

 


