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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #8 

15th October, 2020 

Message from the Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear Parents, 
CAT4 Assessment 
The CAT4 assessment is a very special 
diagnostic assessment, that we use to 
find your child’s personal learning style 
& abilities, then build on this. Our cur-
riculum development & lesson planning 
comes from this data, to ensure there 

are appropriate activities & targets set to tap into your child’s 
strengths & meet individual learning needs. Unfortunately, 
some parents are interfering in the assessment & giving their 
child the answers.  The reality is that this is not helping your 
child, but is depriving school of data about your child’s 
unique learning profile.  We don’t need data about parents’ 
learning styles, we need our children’s personal data to plan 
appropriate lesson activities & set challenge for them.  We 
believe in the ‘Growth Mindset’, that your children get 
smarter with the correct programme, but only when we have 
accurate data from which to start.  The best help you can give 
to your children is to encourage them to ‘keep trying & work 
hard on it’, & leave them to work through their assessments 
independently. Thank you.  
 

URGENT: G1 Vaccination Form 
G1 parents, have you returned your child’s vaccination ap-
proval form?  If not, please do so urgently. This is a require-
ment of the Ministry of Health. Thank you. 
 

Change of Learning Programme (100% RLP or Blended) 
Next week we will be sending home a short, simple online sur-
vey where you will be able to select your preferred option for 
your child’s learning programme (100% online RLP or 
Blended) for the rest of Term option (Sunday 1st November– 
Thursday 13th December). The survey will be open for you to 
select on Wednesday 21st & Thursday 22nd October. If we do 
not hear from you we will assume that you want 100% online 
RLP.  We are waiting for Authority guidelines relating to 
educational plans for Term 2. 
 

The KG Foundation Stage; Critical Building Blocks for Fu-
ture Success! 
Our children’s continuing learning is built on hard work, 
practice & skills acquired through a progressive & structured 
learning programme. Learning is motivating & exciting when 
they learn to apply skills to new challenges.  Our KG learning 
programme is so important for the future success of our chil-
dren—yes, it takes massive hard work, engagement & repeat-
ed practice, but it is so wonderful to experience the success of 
learning something new, and to do things better!  

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 
For details of policies & procedures, please refer to our Parent Handbook found at: https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/

parent-handbook-3620.pdf 

 

Date  Details 

Saturdays 
in October 

• Registration Office & Cashier are open on 
Saturdays, 8am-1pm. 

• Bookstore closed. 

From Sun-
day  27th 
September 

• Our Blended Programme has started for 
those students who have signed up for it.   

• Please see p2 for exact return date for 
your child’s grade. 

 

• Return to school is subject to submitting 
the following to the Teacher: 

1. The signed Contract 
2. A Negative COVID report (for G7-12) 
3. The signed Travel Disclaimer 
4. Medical Clearance Certificate for Vulner-

able students 

Wed. 21st 
& Thurs. 
22nd Oct 

• Please complete the quick survey indicating 
your preference for your child’s November-
December learning programme (100% RLP or 
Blended) 

Thurs. 
29th Oct.-
Monday 
2nd Nov. 

• Possible holiday for Prophet’s Birthday 
(PBUH) & mid-term Break (TBC) 

• School reopens for students on Tuesday 
3rd November. 

https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/parent-handbook-3620.pdf
https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/parent-handbook-3620.pdf
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Whole School News 

Day/Date 
Grade Return Date for Blended Students 

Section 

Junior (KG1-G1) Primary (G2-5) Secondary (G6-12) 

Sunday 18/10/20 KG1 
KG2 
G1 
  

G2 
G5 
G3 
G4 

G10, G11 & G12 
G8 & G9 
G7 
G6 
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Whole School News 

COVID-19 Symptoms 
As per Authority instruc-
tions, any student or staff 
suffering from any one of  
these symptoms must imme-
diately go for a COVID PCR 
test & only return back to 
school with: 
1. Symptom-free 
2. A negative PCR Report 
3. A Medical Certificate 

from the Dr. stating the 
diagnosis of the illness. 

4. A Clearance Slip from 
the WSS Clinic stating 
they are fit to return to 
class/work. 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Star Student Moh’d Ayaan (G9BS) 

Star Students Vashihth (G9BH) & Aachman (G9BF) 
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Junior Section News 
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With Ms. Sonia 
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Junior Section News 

With Ms. Sonia 

With Ms. Uzma 

With Ms. Nikhat 
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Junior & Primary Section News 

With Ms. Nikhat 
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Junior Section News 

With Ms. Neha 

With Ms. Sadiqa 
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Primary Section News; Welcome Back G3! 
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Primary Section News; Pink Day, 11/10/20! 
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Thank you Moh’d Azizi & Aima (G3S1) for your thoughtful 
appreciation cards for Ms. Saranya.  

Primary Section Pink Day on 11/10/20, which promotes 
Breast Cancer Awareness. Above are Meher & Anaya 
(G2S1) with Ms. Anshy. Below, G4F2 with Ms. Shabana.  

Welcome back G3! 
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Primary Section News; PTM Week!  

This week was PTM-week, when par-
ents & teachers met online to discuss 
their child’s progress & achievement 
on their learning journey.  Thank you 
to all our dear parents who joined the 
PTM. Here is one of Ms. Anju’s PTM 
meetings with G4H1. Below, a Maths 
project on Angles by Adam (G2F2) for 
Ms. Azreen. 

Science investigations with 
G2F2 & Ms. Azreen 

With Ms. Lincy 
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Secondary Section News; Welcome Back G7! 
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Secondary Section News 

Smile Day on 8/10/20 
with G9BH 

G9BH 

G9BF 

As part of our wellbeing 
programme, in G11-12 
have initiated ‘WEEKLY 
CELEBRATIONS’. We 
are celebrating Interna-
tional Coffee Day and In-
ternational Smile Day as 
‘Smile with a cup of coffee 
day’. These initiatives re-
mind us to put challenge 
into perspective & to be 
thankful for the little 
things that bring us joy or 
peace each day. 
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Secondary Section News; Smiles Day & International Coffee Day! 

G9BH completing their online weekly assessment 
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Fun Activity; enjoy-
ing International 
Coffee Day with 
G9BD1, G9BS1 & 
G10BF. 
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Secondary Section News; Smiles Day & International Coffee Day! 

Fun on padlet 
with G9G & 
G10G  
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Secondary Section News; Fun Creative Activity! 

LFQ; How can you design & build a Popsickle stick shelf that is able to 
support real items? 
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Secondary Section News 

Fun Activity; enjoying International Coffee Day with  
G10BF. Below, Bhagyassree (G10GD) working on scones. 

Sai Prakash (G9BH) enjoying fun 
Smiles & International Coffee Day 
with his class & Ms. Chandani. 

With Ms. Susan 


