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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #1 

August, 2020 

Message from the Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
SPEA RLP Evaluation Report, June 2020 
We are proud & excited to share that 
WSS Achieved top marks in the SPEA 
Evaluation carried out in  June 2020. We 
were judged overall as ‘Developed’ (the 
highest possible grade) with all 13 

Themes also judged as ‘Developed’. This is testament to the 
fantastic teamwork between home & school, & the massive 
hard work of the WSS community. Congratulations to all the 
WSS family.  Development points as we move forward are the 
balance between academic & fun activities, & reporting learn-
ing progress to parents, as per Parent survey feedback. 
 
Approval to Open FS1 (Pre-KG, age 3-4 years) 
We would like to thank SPEA for their approval to add Pre-
KG (FS1, age 3-4) to our License, which means we would be 
able to offer the full 2+13 year British Curriculum pro-
gramme. We are excited to be planning to open pre-KG (FS1 
instead of Nursery) classes from September 2021.  Children 
would have to be 3 years old by 31/8/21 to join. Admission de-
tails will be published later in the Term. 
 
Parent-Principal Induction Sessions; Re-opening Plans 
Thank you to the hundreds of parents who attended our Par-
ent-Principal Induction sessions this week.  We hope that you 
found your session helpful. Parents who have cleared T1 fees 
may request the ppt copy if required for reference. 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming your children back to 
school shortly. Meanwhile do please clear T1 fees & return the 
Contract to the Class Teacher as soon as possible, so we can 
finalise plans for your children. 
 
Please note that it will take 24 hours to add late joining stu-
dents to the class group for RLP access, if T1 fees are paid af-
ter 29/8/20. 
 
Seats will be given to the Waiting List, once school has sent 3 
Warning Letters home to parents who have paid the Re-
enrollment Fee, but not joined back. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 
For details of policies & procedures, please refer to our Parent Handbook found at: https://media.gemseducation.com/

media/58810/wss-parent-handbook-7720.pdf 

 

Date  Details 

Saturdays 
(22/8-26/9) 

• Cashier open 8am-1pm for fee payments. 

Monday 
31/8/20 

• Deadline to receive a 4% discount from 
the full year’s fees, if cleared in full!! 

27/8/20 • Online Booksale starts; home delivery or facil-
ity will be available free for purchase of full 
bundle (paid @ AED15/- for part-bundles). 
Email sent on 26/8/20 with full guide. 

Sunday 
30/8/20 

• First day for new, paid students for the 
new academic year.  We will start the 
Term with a 2-week 100% online Remote 
Learning Programme. Details will be 
shared with parents by the class teachers. 

• Full T1 fees due. No child will be enrolled 
for the new academic year without full 
clearance of T1 fees. No Payment Plans 
for T1. Please Budget accordingly. Thank 
you. 

• Social distancing & health & safety rules 
will be in place—students must come to 
school wearing a face mask. No student 
(or other guest) will be admitted with a 
temperature over 37.5 & without wearing 
a mask. 

Monday 
31/8/20 

• First day for returning, paid students for 
the new academic year.  We will start the 
Term with a 2-week 100% online Remote 
Learning Programme. Details will be 
shared with parents by the class teachers. 

• Full T1 fees due. No child will be enrolled 
for the new academic year without full 
clearance of T1 fees. No Payment Plans 
for T1. Please Budget accordingly. Thank 
you. 

• Social distancing & health & safety rules 
will be in place—students must come to 
school wearing a face mask. No student 
(or other guest) will be admitted with a 
temperature over 37.5 & without wearing 
a mask. 

https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58810/wss-parent-handbook-7720.pdf
https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58810/wss-parent-handbook-7720.pdf


2 

 

Whole School News; Return to School Dos & Don’ts 

Required Actions by Parents & Students Parents must not... 

1. All students over age 12 must take a COVID-19 test 

before rejoining school & submit the report. 

2. A declaration form (Contract) must be completed, 

signed & submitted to school by parent before any 

student joins.  

3. Download the government’s Al Hosn tracking App 

(find it in the App Store) onto your personal mobile 

phone 

4. Students must bring 2 face masks to school daily 

for personal use. 

5. Bring daily snack & water bottles to school 

(canteen closed & water dispensers not allowed) 

6. Bring all personal stationary items to school daily 

(students not allowed to share stationary items) 

7. Clear fees online through your fee account if possi-

ble. 

8. Buy books online (delivery service available) 

9. Make an appointment with Registration team, SLT 

etc. when you wish to meet us. 

10. Drop OT children at the main gate 7:30-8am. 

11. Entering inside the school by parents is  

       not allowed.  Please report to Reception. 

       Thank you. 

WSS Summer Upgrades 
The Admin & Support Teams have been very busy over the 
summer upgrading the campus ready to welcome back our 
students.  Here are some of the items completed: 
 

1. Rearrangements of class rooms as per COVID19 re-
quirements from SPEA 

2. EPDM flooring for the outdoor play area between build-
ings 

3. Refurbishment of KG washroom counters 

4. Washroom flush tank replacement 

5. Football fence repair 

6. Football field leveling 

7. Soft padding for football poles and basketball stands 

8. Leveling of cricket pitch 

9. Expansion of football field exit doors 

10. FAHU rectification and commission 

11. New furniture’s for Secondary & Primary libraries, Art 
room and classrooms 

12. Additional 58 soft boards in the corridor wall 

13. Automatic hand sanitizer in all the location 

14. Additional sign boards and floor signs 

15. KG resource room rearrangements 

16. Senior library rearrangements   

17. Installation of token machine in the main Reception 

18. Additional CCTV for blinds spots 

19. Additional access control devices for exit doors 

20. General maintenance, paintings and other repair work. 

Free Arabic App 
 
App Overview: 
 
‘Alphabet Journey’ is a free mobile application will take 
your child on a fun educational journey that motivate them 
to read and write the Arabic alphabet. It is filled with 
games, stories and songs on early literacy skills including 
alphabet knowledge and phonics. Completely free, no ads 
and no subscription needed, and does not require internet 
connection. Guaranteed to enrich your child’s learning ex-
perience and their free time during summer.  Find it at: 
 
App Store:  
https://apple.co/37NOD6O 
 
Google Play: 
https://bit.ly/2Nj1BA6  

https://apple.co/37NOD6O
https://bit.ly/2Nj1BA6
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Whole School News; Uniform 
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Whole School News; Uniform 



5 

 

WSS Superstar Champions! 

WSS Superstar Teachers of the Week 

Ms. Miada, Ms. Manjari & Ms. Azreen 

received their prize for going ‘above & 

beyond’. 
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Congratulations to Bilal Javaid & Muhammad Faiz for winning the SPEA-Sheraa Start-up, young entrepreneurs Competi-
tion!! Thank you to Ms. Maha for organizing & supporting our students’ participation. 

WSS Superstar Champions! 

IGCSE & ‘A’ Level Examination Board Results  

We are very proud of our students, their parents & Teachers for the following examination success ‘WOW’! sto-
ries.  We congratulate each one for their commitment to learning & hard work, especially during the challenges 
of the COVID-19 situation: 

 A total of 1300 entries were made for IGCSE examinations. 832 entries (Large Majority 64%) attained A* - B. 
1093 entries (Most 84%) have attained A* - C. This equates to a ‘Very Good’ judgement of KS4 as per the In-
spection Framework. 

 In 8 Subjects which includes, Accounting, Biology, Chemistry, Economics, Arabic as First Language, ICT and 
Physics, the Large Majority achieved A* - B. This equates to a ‘Very Good’ judgement as per the Inspection 
Framework. 

 In 5 subjects which includes Business Studies, Combined Science, EVM, Geography and Mathematics, the Major-
ity achieved A* - B. This equates to a ‘Good’ judgement as per the inspection Framework.  

A Level: 

 A total of 19 entries were made for A level qualification. 10 entries (Majority 53%) attained A* - B. 13 entries 
(Large Majority 68%) have attained A* - C. This equates to a ‘Good’ judgement of KS5 as per the Inspection 
Framework. 

 In 4 Subjects which includes, Accounting, Biology, Business Studies, ICT, Large Majority have scored A* - B. 
This equates to a ‘Very Good’ judgement of these subjects as per Framework. 
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Junior Section News 
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Primary Section News 
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Secondary Section News 
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Secondary Section News; Inspiring Exam Success Stories 
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Secondary Section News; Inspiring Exam Success Stories 
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Secondary Section News; Inspiring Exam Success Stories 
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Secondary Section News 



14 

 

Secondary Section News 
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G12 Graduation, Monday 6/7/20 
 
Our first ever Virtual G2 Graduation ceremony was held on 6/7/20. Although it lacked the glitz & glamour of a large venue, 
it lacked none of the heartfelt emotions, celebration & forward-looking vision of a face-to-face Graduation. SLT, parents & 
Student Leaders shared their blessings, success strategies & congratulations with our Class of 2020 in a modern, IT-savvy 
format. We will miss you!  Please check out the photos on the next page. 
 
Special thanks to the following Graduation Committee Student Leaders for their amazing contribution to a successful 
event:   
 

• Technical Lead - Aaliyan Jamal, Isra Iqbal 

• Videography - Bakhtawar Asad, Ahmed Sherif, Aaliyan Jamal 

• PPT compilation - Areesha Shah, Isra Iqbal, Aaliyan Jamal 

• Communications - Shamrina Yasmeen, Joshua Ainsley 

• Designing - Anum Shakeel, Isra Iqbal 

• Assistance – Alaa Jihad, Juliana Soriano, Mohamed Zaid, Zayyan Ahmad 

Secondary Section News 
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Secondary Section News; G12 Graduation Ceremony, 6/7/20 


