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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #37 

1st July, 2021 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
This is the last Newsletter until 
August. Parents, do please read 
any Newsletters emailed home 
from August, as they will con-
tain important & useful details 
of our educational programme, 

starting arrangements & more. We will keep you up-
dated with Authority safety rules too! 
 
We are hoping that the COVID situation will allow for 
a return to normal schooling shortly & are eagerly 
awaiting Authority approval for this, but whatever the 
situation in September, you can be assured of our full 
commitment to the highest standards of personalized 
learning, wellbeing & development for every child in 
our care.   
 
Parents, you have worked so hard this year in partner-
ship with your teachers, to support your children’s 
success & achievement. You really are amazingly sup-
portive superstars & we are very grateful.  THANK 
YOU! 
 
Massive congratulations & best wishes for future suc-
cess & happiness to all our G12/Y13 Graduates!! 
Please sign up for the Alumni App & keep in touch. 
We would love to hear from you about your ongoing 
experiences & successes.  We will miss you! 
 
We wish all our WSS family a safe, happy & relaxing 
summer break & look forward to welcoming you back 
to WSS from 29th August for the new academic year. 

Congratulations, & thank 
you for your contribution to 
WSS!  Good Luck!! 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

Date  Details 

Sunday 
20th June 

• Deadline to apply for a TC if leaving WSS is Sun-
day 20th June. After this date the GRE is not 
available for late TC processing & there would be 
delays in processing. 

Thurs. 1st 
July 

• Students’ last day of the academic year.  

• Finish time for students 11am. 
• Seats will not be held beyond the last day of T3 if 

T3 fees remain pending. Any paid Seat Booking 
Fee would be lost. Seats would be given to the 
Waiting list, & if parents decide later that they 
want a seat, this would be subject to availability, 
& not guaranteed. 

• The seat booking fee is non-refundable (but de-
ductible from T1 Fees, Sept-Dec. ‘21). 

From Sun-
day 29th 
Aug. 2021 

• Start of new Academic Year 2021-2022. Your 
child’s exact start date will be staggered & in-
formed in August. 

• Students who have travelled must have complet-
ed 10 days’ quarantine before rejoining school. 

• All students over age 12 years must bring a nega-
tive PCR Test (validity 48 hours) to rejoin 
school.. 

• Full T1 fees must be paid before any student  has 
their class confirmed or admitted for the new 
academic year. 

• Please Budget accordingly—there will be no Pay-
ment Plans in T1 (no exceptions). Thank you. 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Home-School Teamwork! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 



4 

 

Whole School News; Welcome to Dr. Lisa Patterson! 

Dr. Lisa joins WSS in August as our new Teaching & Learning Coach, to lead on our staff professional development pro-
gramme across the school,  following Ms. Anneka’s departure for UK in July. Please join us in welcoming Dr. Lisa to the 
WSS family! We are looking forward to her contribution to taking WSS to the next level of our development. 
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Whole School & Junior Section News 

HOD Arabic Mr. Osama attended an important SPEA training session on 
Saturday 26/6/21, regarding developments in Arabic teaching & learning. Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; G1/Y2 Graduation on 27/6/21! 
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Junior Section News; G1/Y2 Graduation on 27/6/21! 
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Junior Section News; G1/Y2 Graduation on 27/6/21! 
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Junior Section News; G1/Y2 Graduation on 27/6/21! 
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Junior Section News; KG2/Y1 Concerts on 28/6/21! 

Nothing has stopped our ongoing learn-
ing, engagement in fun activities & crea-
tivity! We enjoyed wonderful online con-
certs this week, full of drama, confident 
speakers, dancers & cultural exploration. 
Thank you to all involved!  
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Junior Section News; KG2/Y1 Concerts on 28/6/21! 
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Junior Section News; KG2/Y1 Concerts on 28/6/21! 
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Primary Section News; Student Wellbeing! 

G4/Y5 S1 with Mr. Arvie explored wellbeing in a session on 27/6/21. Students reflected on the meaning & purpose of their 
life & shared their thoughts on a Padlet wall. 



16 

 

Secondary Section News: Innovation Times #8! 

Here is our last edition for the academic year 2020-21. We are super proud of our con-
scientious magazine team of Sixth Formers who, despite all the challenges,  were resili-
ent to complete the magazine. Please find the link below for the magazine. 

https://www.flipsnack.com/gemswss/innovative-times-issue-8.html 

With Ms. Manju Solvin 

https://www.flipsnack.com/gemswss/innovative-times-issue-8.html


17 

 

Secondary Section News; G12 Graduation Ceremony, 28/6/21! 
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Secondary Section News; G12/Y13 Graduation Ceremony, 28/6/21! 
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Secondary Section News; G12/Y13 Graduation Ceremony, 28/6/21! 
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Secondary Section News; G12/Y13 Graduation Ceremony, 28/6/21! 
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Secondary Section News; G12/Y13 Graduation, 28/6/21! 
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Secondary Section News; G12/Y13 Graduation, 28/6/21! 
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Secondary Section News; GEMS Global Ambassador Initiative! 
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Secondary Section News; GEMS Global Ambassador Initiative! 

WSS cares about our environment & the protection of 
the planet for the next generation. Thank you to Ms. 
Laneetha, Aadil & the rest of the Environment Team for 
their positive engagement with this important society. 
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Secondary Section News; Celebrating the Arts in G10/Y11! 
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Secondary Section News; Celebrating the Arts in G10/Y11! 



27 

 

Secondary Section News; Celebrating the Arts in G9/Y10! 
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Secondary Section News; Celebrating the Arts in G9/Y10! 
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Secondary Section News; Celebrating the Arts in G9/Y10! 

With Ms. Smitha Jabu 


