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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #2 

2nd September, 2021 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Let’s be COVID-Safe! 
We want to help protect your 
safety & the safety of all our 
children. Please note: 
1. Immediately inform 

school if your child is a COVID Close Contact or 
Confirmed Case. 

2. Never send your sick child to school, even if suf-
fering from one COVID symptom (fever of 37.5 
or more, runny nose, cough, headache, body ache 
etc) 

3. When coming to school for Admin work, please if 
only one parent comes. This will help to avoid 
unsafe crowds in Reception 

 
We Appreciate Your Patience 
As always the few weeks leading up to the start of the 
new Academic Year are extremely busy in Reception 
as we process 3,100+ students’ re-enrollment or ad-
mission. We thank you for your patience  as we thor-
oughly check documents & Clinic records to ensure 
that we will be able to properly Register new children 
with the Authorities. The time we invest now ensures 
that there are no future Registration problems.  
We thank parents for sharing your development sug-
gestions & we will consider these to improve the pro-
cess for next year. However, it is always more con-
venient & quieter to complete re-enrollment, fee pay-
ments & admission processes much in advance of the 
start of the Term/Year. 
Please excuse any  inconvenience & we look forward 
to a calm, happy & productive Term ahead. Thank 
you. 
 
Threads Uniform 
We love to see smart, business standard uniform & a 
HUGE thank you to the many parents who are send-
ing their children to school so smartly dressed. We 
understand that some Threads uniform items are out 
of stock, so will relax the uniform rule for F2F stu-
dents for the time being. If your child does not have 
proper uniform, please send your children in smart, 
but practical clothes so that they feel that they are 
coming to their ‘Office’ daily. 
 
Books 
Have you bought your books? This included the re-
quired Student Planner & the Ministry required full 
bundle. Books can be ordered online & collected the 
following working day for your convenience. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

Date  Details 

Saturday 
4th Sept.. 

• WSS Fee Counter, Bookstore & Registration Dept. 
open 8am to 2pm for convenient fee payment, book 
collecting & enrollment processes. 

From Sun-
day 29th 
Aug. 2021 

• Start of new Academic Year 2021-2022. 

• All students over age 12 should have a valid (72 
hours) negative PCR test result before rejoining 
school. 

• Please click accept the online Home-School Contract 
& BYOD Acceptable Use Contracts that we will 
email to you before rejoining school. 

• The Authorities are strongly recommending that all 
students over age 12 years are fully vaccinated (both 
doses) for their own safety. 

• If your child attends the Blended programme (Face-
to-Face), we are now able to provide water coolers, 
but please send in a personal water bottle & snack 
daily. The canteen will not be open. 

• Full T1 fees must be paid before any student  has 
their class confirmed to be admitted for the new 
academic year (for both Blended & Online DL 
(Distance Learning). 

• Please Budget accordingly—there will be no Pay-
ment Plans in T1 (no exceptions). Thank you. 

Sunday 
12th Sep-
tember 

• Deadline to clear T1 fees & submit any outstand-
ing documents (new admissions) to keep your 
booked seat. After this date we will assume that 
you do not want your seat & will offer it to the 
Waiting List. Please email the Principal if you 
need a week’s extension. 
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Whole School News; Letter from GEMS Chairman, Mr. Sunny Varkey 
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Junior Section News; Important Dates! 
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Whole School News 
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WSS Superstar ME Champions! 
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WSS Superstar IGCSE Champions! 

IGCSE Toppers 

Name Grades 

MARYAM NOAMAN 7A* 

DUAA FATHIMA KHAN 7A* 

NATIELA ASHEBIR ALEMU 7A* 

THARINSA THASANDI RATHNAYAKE 7A* 

CHATHIL SENUJA GAMAGE LOKU DOREMURE GAMAGE 7A* 

MOHAMED ASHTHAQ ARSHAQ AHAMED 7A* 

IGCSE Topper Moh’d Ash-
thaq Ahamed can feel right-
ly proud of his outstanding 
achievement of 7 A*s! 
 
Congratulations to him & 
all our high achievers! 

Congratulations to Primary Teacher Ms. Lavi-
ta, for being the first Teacher to be awarded a 
Raffle prize for her excellent practice from our 
new Learning Coach Dr. Lisa! 
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Whole School News; Safe PE Lessons With COVID Protocols! 
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Whole School News; First Day Back, 29/8/21! 
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Whole School News; First Day Back, 29/8/21! 
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Whole School News; First Day Back, 29/8/21! 
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Whole School News; First Day Back, 29/8/21! 
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Whole School News; First Day Back, 29/8/21! 
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Whole School News; First Week Back! 
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Whole School News; First Week Back! 
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Whole School News 

GEMS Awareness Day was help on Thursday 
26/8/21 for all new teachers. Over 1,600 new 
Teachers across the UAE network of 43 
schools attended this induction session. Mr. 
Dino Varkey, GEMS CEO, addressed the 
gathering, sharing a message about the key 
role of teachers to inspire, lead & nurture 
learning. 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Last year, WSS students, Parents & Staff were 
superstar recyclers of water bottles. Let’s con-
tinue this tradition of environmental responsi-
bility by putting all our empty water bottles in 
the school recycle bine! Thank you! 
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Junior Section News 

With Ms. Sadiqa 

Y1D2 with Ms. Aysha 
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Junior Section News 

Y1D2 with Ms. Aysha 
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Junior Section News 

With Ms. Mariam 

With Ms. Nikhat 



19 

 

Junior Section News 

With Ms. Kishwar 
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Primary Section News 
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Secondary Section News; Personalisation of Learning! 

Our key School Development Plan targets for last 2 years have centered around the personalisation of learning for our stu-
dents, to improve their progress and achievement. This includes the rigorous use of specific assessment data, such as CAT4 
bias & Progress Test results to ensure we include appropriate challenge and skill development in lessons and the curricu-
lum.  Last year in a Key Stage 3 (KS3; Y7-9) focus group, we added a third dimension to our critical data set to fully under-
stand individual learning needs to support the best possible achievement outcomes; we added PASS (Performance Assess-
ment of Self-care Skills) data to inform the way we differentiate and personalize individual learning activities.  PASS is an 
assessment that looks at a student’s attitude to school, teachers, self and learning. Research shows that learning has an emo-
tional and psychological dimension, therefore understanding and managing attitudes, beliefs and values can help us unlock a 
child’s learning potential. 
 
The results of this KS3 initiative showed marked improvement in learning across the focus group with the addition of PASS 
data into lesson planning to further personalize the students’ learning experience. We will be extending the initiative into 
additional groups across the school over the coming academic year. 

The application of critical 
concepts & learning skills 
has started with Ms. 
Deepthi!   
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Secondary Section News 

ME Class Craft lessons with Ms. Susan 


