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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #19 

28th January, 2021 

Message from the Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
We are very much looking forward to 
welcoming  our Blended students back 
to school from Thursday 4th February. 
We hope that things settle soon consid-
ering that we are vaccinating now.  
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Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 
For details of policies & procedures, please refer to our Parent Handbook found at: https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/

parent-handbook-3620.pdf 

 

Date  Details 

Thurs 21st 
Jan to 
Wed. 3rd 
Feb. inclu-
sive 

• All students on 100% online RLP for 2 weeks. 

• Cashier & Registration offices open as usual, 
7:30am-3:30pn 

From 
18/1/21 

• Please note that Term 2 MOE books are now 
available in the school bookstore, Sundays-
Thursdays, 8:00am-3:00pm.  

Thursday 
4th Feb. 

• If you have not yet cleared T2 fees, kindly 
do so urgently. Regretfully, we will have to 
start Fee Defaulter exclusions from Blend-
ed & RLP classes from Thursday 4th Feb-
ruary for one week. 

• To avoid disruption of learning, if you re-
quire a T2 Payment Plan, please clear 
January fees, then request the Cashier for  
a Payment Plan form at 
jelin.j_wss@gemsedu.com  Thank you. 

Tues. 16th 
to Sat. 
20th Feb. 

• School closed for Mid-Term 2 Break 

Fri. 26th 
March to 
Sat. 10th 
April 

• T2 Spring Break (2 weeks) 

Happy India Republic 
Day from little Nancy, 
Mr. Andrew’ adorable 
baby. She is learning 
her colours, fruits & 
vegetables too! 

Amazing job, WSS Recycling Champions for collecting thou-
sands of bottles for recycling. Look what a difference we have 
made to the Sharjah landfill! Let’s keep it up. 

https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/parent-handbook-3620.pdf
https://media.gemseducation.com/media/58401/parent-handbook-3620.pdf
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top E-Safety Tips for Parents! 
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top E-Safety Tips for Parents! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Our Impressive TIMSS Results, 2019! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Our Impressive TIMSS Results, 2019! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; T1 Awardees! 

Congratulations to Clarisse Tongohan 
(G7GH1) who was awarded this certifi-
cate for Tech Boot Camp 2021. 
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WSS Superstar Champions; T1 Awardees! 

T1 Superstar Hamza Sabry (G4F2) 
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WSS Superstar Champions; T1 Awardees! 

Huge thanks & well done to our superstar parents, students & staff 
for their tireless commitment to recycling to help save the environ-
ment.  Recycling at WSS is continuing as we are keeping our green 
recycling bins.  Let our environmental work continue!! 
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Whole School News 

Students of sister school GCS presented about tehir Environmental Club to Ms. Valerie on 24/1/21. Ms. Valerie was im-
pressed by their enthusiasm, commitment to the environment & practical strategies. A collaboration between GCS & WSS 
Environmental Club students is being discussed. 



10 

 

Whole School News 

SPEA are implementing an E-Safety framework & inspection 
system to support Sharjah schools to raise standards of online 
safety. On 26/1/21 the Principal & Mr. Pratik attended an online 
SPEA session introducing the new E-Safety Framework, based 
around 4 Pillars as detailed on the left. A working group has been 
set up at WSS to review E-Safety in line with the new Framework. 
Check out some e-safety tips in this week’s NL#19 on p2-3. 

New Authority rules regarding enrollment age/cut off dates for new students.  Please feel free to discuss with the Registrar, 
if you have any queries about new admissions into WSS from September 2021. 

More of our committed & safety-conscious Sup-
port Staff who have vaccinated. Well done! 
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Whole School News; Recycling Superheroes! 

Here are Abdulaziz (G5BS1) and Laren (G3D1)  
who have collected water plastic bottles for re-
cycling. We love their commitment to saving 
their environment! 
 
We will be keeping 3 Recycle bins permanently 
at school, so please encourage your children to 
keep collecting Plastic Water Bottles for Simply 
Bottles & drop them into our recycling bins 
when they next come to school (or into a recy-
cling center.   

As we mentioned in a previous NL, from September 
we are renaming our American ‘Grade’ naming sys-
tem to the UK ‘Years’ system. To prepare & inform 
our students & parents, we have added additional 
classroom signs above each classroom door, as left. 

Naya Mohamed (G4D2)- with her Term 
1 Achievement Certificate . 
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Whole School News; Sign up for a United Youth Climate Change Event! 
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Junior Section News 

Breakout Rooms for Guided Read-
ing Sessions with Ms. Rosemary 

With Ms. Sadiqa 

Amazingly confident Superheroes video by Zidrinn 
(KG1S1) for Ms. Neha. He talked about his parents 
being his favourite Superheroes!  
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Junior Section News; Superheroes! 

Junior Superheroes Ms. Raghi & Ms. Shamail. Below, 
KG1H1 with Ms. Himaya & Superhero AT. 

Moh’d (KG1S1) made a video for 
his Superhero teacher Ms. Neha.  
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Junior Section News; Superheroes! 

With Ms. Karunya 

With Ms. Maria 
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Junior Section News; Superheroes! 

With Ms. Kishwar 

With Ms. Maria 
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Junior Section News; Superheroes & Scientists! 

Zidrinn (KG1S1) shared a 
birthday greeting with his 
Teacher Ms. Neha. 

With Ms. Sabiha & 
Ms. Fathima 
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Junior Section News; Superheroes Week! 

With Ms. Sadiqa 

With Ms. Safia 
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Junior Section News; Superhero Day! 
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Junior Section News; Superhero Day! 

With Ms. Uzma 
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Primary Section News; Practical Maths & Science Activities! 

Above, Fraction Queen Aaqifa (G3D2). Right, G2D2 enjoying Maths’ Day activities with Ms. Sarada.  Below, G3F1 enjoying 
a practical schience experiment with Ms. Susweta. 
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Primary Section News; Maths Day! 

Nour (G4H1) 

With Ms. Anju  
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Primary Section News; Maths Day! 

With Ms. Sasirekkha 
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Primary Section News; Maths & Reading Days! 

With Ms. Sasirekkha 

Reading Day with Ms. Vandana 
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Primary Section News; Reading Day! 

With Ms. Vandana 
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Primary Section News; Reading Day! 

With Ms. Vandana 
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Primary Section News; Maths Day! 

This is a storyboard made by Maryam (G4H1) where she imagines a future where we are socially mixing & spending time 
together with our friends, classmates, Teacher Ms. Anju & family. Let’s hope this happens soon, now we are vaccinating! 
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Primary Section News; Maths Day & Fun ‘Meet ‘N Chat’ Activities! 
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Fun & chat time with G4H1 & Ms. Anju 
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Secondary Section News; Sustain ‘N Exceed Magazine! 

This is the Secondary Section’s entry into the BEEAH Environmental 
contest for the BEST ENVIRONMENTAL MAGAZINE.  The WSS entry 
is called ‘SUSTAIN ‘N EXCEED’ & showcases the creative and innova-
tive endeavors of our students in pursuit of a greener, more sustaina-
ble  and futuristic environment, aligned to the developmental vision of 
UAE. 
 
Check out our thought-provoking magazine at: 
 
https://www.flipsnack.com/gemswss/best-environmental-magazine/full-
view.html  
  
Congratulations on a fabulous magazine to the enthusiastic, committed 
team, including Ms. Laneetha, Ms. Remya & Ms. Deepthi. 
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Secondary Section News; Fun Activity! 
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Secondary Section News; Fun Activity! 
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Secondary Section News; Fun Activity! 
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Secondary Section News; Fun Activity! 
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Secondary Section News 
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