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Message from the

Principal/CEO @@ﬁ@@ {for Yeour @ﬁ@l}’y

Ms. Valerie Thompson
Date Details
Dear WSS Parents,
Thurs. 9th |e  Students’ last day for T1.
Changes to the Working Week | Dec.
wef. 1/1/22 Sun. 12th .
{ SIS The Media has announced Dec.to o Scho?l closed for-Wmt-er Break.
P 2%, e Z@ changes to the Working Week MOI-I da e Cashier & Registration open throughout on
(a move to a Monday-Friday ard Janyu- work days (except 23/12 & 30/12/21) 8am-2pm
Working Week, with Saturday-Sunday Weekends, & ary 2022 e  Online fee payment for fees is recommended for
Fridays having a 12pm finish). We will let you know safer, convenient fee payment.
further details & if there are a.ny timings Ol‘. timetable ° Mondav 3rd Januarv is students ﬁrst dav back
changes when we have Authority confirmation. for Term 2. T2 fees are due, thank you.
. e From 1/1/22, the Working Week will be Monday
As we come to the end of Term 1, we wish to thank Ry o N
our dear parents sincerely for your tremendous sup- Fﬁg:&?’;’mﬁlﬁhlzi?:frday Sunday Weekends &
port, commitment to your children’s learning & e ]
character development, & positive suggestions for o Ll stude1-1t§ fos i .12 must rejoin with a (72-
improvements. We wish you a very Happy New Year, 2;)1‘;;2 validity) negative PCR Test Result on
2022! —

Vice Principal's Sectal Award

sune Hiba Aamir Aamir Mumtaz

Awarded for Class Championship
Congratulations!
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Pt Valoia Jhompron

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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Whole School News
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GEMS Westminster School

SHARJAH

09/12/2021

Dear WSS Parents,

Subject: Change of Working Week and Weekend days, from 01/01/2022

Following this week’s announcement by the UAE Government, please note that from 1 January 2022, all
GEMS Education schools will be following a four-and-a-half-day week with the weekend now covering
Friday afternoon, Saturday and Sunday.

This means that our week at school will begin on Mondays and end no later than 12pm on Fridays, with
Saturdays and Sundays off. We are reviewing the impact of a short Friday on curriculum coverage & will
inform you shortly if there are any changes to Monday-Thursday timings, or any further updates from
SPEA.

Accordingly, the new academic Term 2 for our school will begin on Monday, 3 January.

The move to change the working week in this way has been taken by our national leadership to coincide
with many of the country’s leading trading partners around the world and to assist families with finding
an improved work-life balance.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any further queries about these important changes
and, meantime, please accept our warmest best wishes for a peaceful and happy winter break and Happy
New Year, 2022!

est regards,

Ms. Vialerie Thompson
WSS CEO/Principal




The most important gifts Whole School News
you can give your child are

a and the
that will guide them
through life

Sunny Varkey

The Principal attended a full-day’s professional
development meeting at the SPEA Training
Academy on 8/12/21. The Agenda was around
innovation & the environment, sharing good
practice on managing change, SPARKS (an
innovative Maths programme to reinforce
Maths skills & raise attainment through per-
sonalised practice activities, & to potentially
support the improvement of PISA scores across
the Hub), Safeguarding ’Positive Handling’ &
much more! Thank you to our SPEA School
Improvement Advisor Ms. Lynn, Dr. Hunada
& the SPEA Academy Team for their hospitali-
ty & organisation of an engaging day.

Happy New Year 2022!

Find our updated Parent Hand-
book through this QR code.
Check-out school policies & pro-
cedures to be familiar & com-
fortable with our system.




Whole School News; The Digital Decode; Top Tips for Parents!

Laptops or Tablets: which is better for my child?

L "

-
Difference:
. Size — Where do you plan on using the laptop or tablet the most? Is it at home? Is it at school? Areyou
looking for portability? Identifying the main use will help dictate the size of the device.
. Functionality — Consider how you plan to use the laptop ortablet. Do you need an attached keyboard?

Will you be researching topics orworking on presentations onthis device?

Which is better for homeschool, a laptop or tablet?

Far students in middle schiool or high school, 2 laptop is better option to answer all their coursework needs,
Laptops can do all the basics, like access theironline learning service, message theirteacherand submit
classwork, butwill also be better for writing papers and building presentations. They come with built-in
keyboards and make it easy to type, research and guickly take noteswhile their teacheris talking, and most
important of all: itis futureproof!

Is it possible to control activities on Laptop/desktop?

Yes! Allyou need todo iscreate a separate account on windows foryour child and keep conditions.

Which is the best laptop for a student?
Great guestion. Here are few important things to consider to help you identify the best laptop option:

. Screen size — Will your student be carrying their laptop around in their backpack all day? If so, a smaller,
lighter laptop will be more ideal. Are they remote learning this year? Then a larger screen may be more
beneficial.

. Operating system — Mac and Windows are the most prevalent operating systems. Macis offered by

Apple and for Windows we recommend to use Windows 10.

. Storage space — Also known as the laptop’s hard drive, internal storage space is an important step to
consider. Will your child be saving large presentations or editing large video files? Consider a laptop with
more storage space or investing in an external hard drive. Remember S50 is fasterthan HDD and can be
a little expensive. But its worth the price. (S50 and HDD are types of hard drive)

. Touch or Notouch- Obviously touch screen has more advantages over non-touch devices., Students can
participate in many activities wherethey need to draw and write on screen.

%

. Cost- Your laptop cost depends on many factors:
o Brand
o CPU Generation: Latest isIntel 11™ Gen, and AMD Ryzen 3 Gen
o Storage drive type: HDD or SSD/512 GE or1 TR =
o Type of laptop: Gaming laptop cost more than normal 'ﬁygbiw

Apart from this laptop cost and speed depends on two main factors:

#
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A RSN : higheris better (8 GB /16 GE/32 GB) S
B. Processor % _#Q-L
» IMTELi3 suitable fortyping and surfing web 1;%?
B

INTEL i5 suitable for office work and online lessons
INTEL i 7 suitable for gaming and video editing
INTEL i9 suitable for heavy work and multitasking

In a nutshell, home or school laptop is always better option for Online Learning.

N,

GEMS Westminster School
- - Westminster Schoo .
#DigitalResilience ' AR #LearnWithWSS
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WSS Superstar Champions!
— .$.| /’ [EY ~4 AT S f‘ T :’

Name: Aatika Asim K Q
Class: yasy ™ Khan

Date: 25/10/21
Awarded for Class Championship, ﬁ '

Congratubations

‘I follow FABS and | love
to help my peers’.




WSS Superstar Champions!

FS2 Pizza Party Champions of Term 1 with
Ms. Neha & Ms. Sonia M. A Pizza Party is
awarded to one FS2 & one Y1 class per
Term for their exceptional behaviour, char-
acter & learning, as reflected by earning the
highest number of marbles in their jar.
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WSS Superstar Champions!

Sashen Mindula Y4S1

ibal's Special Awara £ R ey
eamwork: Success | " CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION
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WSS Superstar Eny




Whole School News

HAVING & PRODUCTIVE WINTER BREAK

I" am going to work on iy

targets which is to read a

bock everyday and improve
iy writing skills.

My fawourite is "Bravo
Eravo" App which has
mary Maths prablems to
improve my Math skills,

| would get enough
time to spend with
“Read Theory™ App to
upgrade my

Fending ski
Dear Students, your winter break comprenending skils

is commencing shortly, | wanted
to know an your plans on how you
would spend time during the

sharing. Apart from spending time with
your family you have plans to utilise
your winter break productively, All the
best and Happy Holidays!

| will spend more - 1 like the wind N
time with my family. | will treasure e the winter Amazing thought, |~ S, during these Yes, you are right, Lina! Exactly, Lenan!
il the moment of seasn and we can Alinat o nyglhal Veah! | agree toyou winter hlitays we i ean reas mare Than you for the
staying home reflect many We [£arnl Better when Lenan but | love can spend our books, practice and ideas. | can also do
by helping my things fagpenied WE Were learning going to school time with our memarise the physical activites to
r mum and dad. 10 our lives amidst enline by exploring because | learn best family and do the multiplication table, and keep myself active
Welcome to the Winter ¢ ik pandemic. different apps . We under the teacher's est things to write 3 diary about our and healthy. Let's
break celebration! : became experts to supervision. | am improve ourselves daity life's experiences., not farget to prepare
wse our device. t%g:hl’::;“f‘l‘:rtn:db:o tungekrt:nj hu‘.:nllie oursetves for the
Please tell me the . cK 10 scl upcoming inspection
possible things that you . complets my fasks next year, of the school on
can do during your = = = = with awesome January. We should
holiday..... ) results. familiarise our CAT 4
data, stanines, and
= targets in different
JL subjects,
U !
Enjoy and have fun
1o you both!
= -

Vice Principal’s Special Award
Excellence through teamwork; Success for all

Name: Moez Ahmed Nasr Satwat Mohamed

Class: Y4 F1

For the demonstration of FOCUS @and Curiosity

You have been observed demonstrating
good character. Well done!

‘Canyou demonstrate good characer?

O ch

fink oo i ooking




Junior Section News

With Ms. Sonia M.

11



Junior Section News; Fun in FS1!

lAmazing week with MS Christine & MS Karunya @ FS1

Great job little starses &>

Speak up time with our little cuties of FST= =00




Junior Section News; Celebrating UAL’s 50th National Day!

Happy National Day - Y1/H2

WAL With Ms. Been

Celebrating UAE
National Day

Y1D2 with Ms. Sadiqa




Junior Section News; Movie Day on 9/12/21!

-

Movie Day in Y1S1 with Ms. Sadiqa




Primary Section News:

5] RIEE=ST
Abdul Hadi (Y3 S3) with his UAE
National Day project

With Ms. Been

CEam A

Y3 S3 STUDENTS VISITED

Y3 UAE NATIONAL DAY EXHIBITION




Primary Section News
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With Ms. Amal




Secondary Section News; ME Classcraft!
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