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Health & Safety; Glass 
We have had several accidents recently due to broken glass containers. 
Please avoid sending glass water bottles & food containers to school. 
Plastic re-useable ones are much safer for our children. Thank you. 

GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #10 

28th October, 2021 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Our Children’s Safe Viewing 
Material 
Our children are naturally 
curious & may also be influ-
enced by their friends & popu-

lar culture. As parents we need to be constantly vigi-
lant monitoring what our children are viewing on TV 
& online. Popular at the moment is a show called 
‘Squid Games’ which has a very violent theme, which 
makes it not at all suitable for our children. 
 
Security & Safety; CCTV 
Please note that there is CCTV in operation around 
the school premises & grounds. Footage is used by 
the management for quality assurance purposes, se-
curity, as well as to support incident investigation. 

 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

Date  Details 

By latest 
Sunday 31st 
October 

• Deadline for all students to return to school for 
100% F2F programme is 31/10/21. As per SPEA, 
there are only 3 approved reasons for exemption 
& who may attend the online DL programme.  

1. Having a critical medical condition (eg.  immune 
disease, having COVID).  

2. Living with a medically vulnerable person.  Ap-
proval & access to online DL is subject to submit-
ting a Medical Certificate attested by MOH ap-
proving school exemption.  

3. If the student is overseas for a valid medical/
COVID reason. In this case, evidence of the valid 
reason must be submitted & approved to access 
online DL 

• As per SPEA, ‘Not having Bus Transport’ is not 
an approved reason to be absent from school 
from 31/10/21 & DL would have to be disconnect-
ed from 31/10/21, otherwise school would be 
fined.  

• If your child has a valid reason to remain online, 
please forward a signed letter detailing the rea-
son for your request & the child’s details plus 
evidence document (such as a Medical Certifi-
cate) to the Principal. We will apply for special 
SPEA approval to continue DL 

• Exempted 100% online DL students will receive 
all materials through Phoenix & join classes via 
TEAMS as observers only. Teachers will not be 
able to engage with them during classes, as they 
will have full onsite classes to manage. 

• We strongly recommended that parents get all 
eligible children COVID vaccinated for addition-
al safety & peace of mind. 

• Wearing masks in school remains compulsory. 

• The Canteen will remain closed, so students 
should bring snack & water bottle. 

Wed. 3rd 
Nov. 

• UAE Flag Day. Classes will celebrate & learn 
about the UAE Flag Day. 

Sun. 12th to 
Thurs. 30th 
Dec.  

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• Sunday 2nd January is students first day back 
for Term 2. T2 fees are due, thank you. 
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Whole School News; Parent Survey, November 2021! 
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Whole School News; Parent Survey, November 2021! 
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top Tips for Parents! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News 

Reading is a big, whole-school focus 
at WSS this year. Baseline assess-
ment evidence shows that reading  
skills have suffered as part of the 
‘COVID gap’. & we will be working 
hard with students & parents to 
bridge this learning gap.  
 
Parents have a very big role to play 
in modelling reading & how to han-
dle books to their children from a 
very early age, such as by & setting 
a bedtime reading routine. Here is 
little one-year-old Nancy Rose, Mr. 
Andrew’s daughter, looking super 
engrossed in her story, who already 
knows how to hold a book & that 
books are filled with wonder, fun & 
new experiences! Parents, do you 
have a bonding daily reading sched-
ule with your children? 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

The Principal Ms. Valerie & Vice Principal Mr. 
Andrew attended a SPEA HUB meeting on 
26/10/21, with other British Curriculum Principals 
with Ms. Lynn, our SPEA School Improvement 
Advisor. The Agenda was around raising student 
Achievement. 
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Whole School News 
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Whole School News; Back to School After Mid-Term! 
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Whole School News; Back to School After Mid-Term! 
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Junior Section News 

Y2 H2 Science with Ms. Jinitra & Ms. Aqueen 
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Junior Section News 

Thank you to Nabia (Y2 S3) for sharing her videos & 
spiritual values with us! 
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Junior Section News; Fun in FS1! 
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Junior Section News 



18 

 

Junior Section News; FS2! 

With Ms. Nikhat 
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Junior Section News; Preparing for UAE Flag Day, 3/11/21! 



20 

 

Primary Section News 
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Primary Section News 

Y6GH with Ms. Subha 
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Exploring a traditional Emirati game with Mr. Arvie in his 
Social Studies lesson. 

Primary Section News; Student Leadership! 
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Primary Section News! 

With Ms. Afra 
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Secondary Section News; Teamwork! 

Anti-bullying Poster Competition display 
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Secondary Section News; Student Wellbeing! 
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Secondary Section News 
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Secondary Section News; Innovation through STEAM! 
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Secondary Section News; Innovation through STEAM! 


