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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #8 

14th October, 2021 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
100% Return to School 
This week’s exciting news has 
been the Authority’s approval 
for a full return to school for 
all children by latest 31/10/21. 

We thank SPEA for their incredible support & guid-
ance throughout the challenges of a COVID pandem-
ic.  Please note the in-
formation letters with 
details of your child’s 
return has been emailed 
home. Please note that 
COVID safety protocols 
related to your child’s 
health & return to class 
in case of any COVID 
symptom remain in 
place for our children’s 
& community safety.  
Your cooperation is 
appreciated. Thank 
you. 
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Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

Date  Details 

Thursday 
21st Oct. 
 

Sun. 24th & 
Mon. 25th 
Oct. 

• School closed for the Prophet’s (PBUH) Birthday 
(TBC) 

• School closed for  Mid-Term Break 

• School resumes for students on Tuesday 26th Oc-
tober. 

By latest 
Sunday 31st 
October 

• Deadline for all students to return to school for 
100% F2F programme is 31/10/21. Return to 
100% F2F will be gradual over the next few 
weeks to ensure safety. Critical exceptions to con-
tinue with 100% Online DL (temporary or until 
further notice) must submit an approved Medical 
Certificate related to being overseas due to illness, 
a critical medical condition such as immune dis-
ease, or be living with a vulnerable person (also 
please provide a Medical Certificate). Documents 
must be submitted to the WSS Medical Team for 
approval on a case-by-case basis, as per Authority 
guidelines. 

• The Online DL programme will change & the 
Junior Shift system will stop from the date of full 
return for each year group (by latest 31/10/21). 
Online students will receive all materials through 
Phoenix, but be able to join classes via TEAMS as 
observers only. Teachers will not be able to en-
gage with them during classes, as they will have 
full onsite classes to manage. 

• We strongly recommended that parents get all 
eligible children COVID vaccinated for additional 
safety & peace of mind. 

• Wearing masks in school remains compulsory. 

• The Canteen will remain closed, so students 
should bring snack & water bottle. 

• Exact details of your child’s 100% return to 
school has been emailed. 

• Since buses & Drivers were reduced during 
COVID, it will take BBT some time to bring the 
bus service back up to pre-COVID levels. There-
fore, for some time there will be limited bus seats 
available. If you require Bus transportation, 
please contact BBT Mr. Thomas to book seats at 
the earliest, since it will take time to organise. 

• Optional, paid FS Babysitting will be available 
from the date of your child’s year group 100% 
return to school (by latest 31/10/21) until end of 
the school day. Please email the PRE for a form, if 
Babysitting is required at  
aiysha.k_wss@gemsedu.com  

Sun. 12th to 
Thurs. 30th 
Dec.  

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• Sunday 2nd January is students first day back for 
Term 2. T2 fees are due, thank you. W
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top Tips for Parents! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to our life-long learners Mr. Arvie, Mr. 
Jowie & Ms. Rochelle who completed and graduated in 
Master of Arts in Education at St. Paul University re-
cently!  Wonderful to see their commitment to ongoing 
professional development. 

WSS & WSS students were awarded a special certificate by OI-
SCA—International (an NGO with consultative status with the 
UN) for our Green’ initiatives on 11/10/21. Guest Mr. Nalin vis-
ited WSS to present the certificate. Thank you! 



5 

 

WSS Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News 

Our online Registration system for new admissions will open shortly for 
September 2022. Please note the above age cut-off dates FYI, if you are 
interested in enrolling additional children into WSS. 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Grade 
Age Criteria as 

Born In 

Pre-KG/Nursery 3 -4Years 1/9/2018 to 31/8/2019 

KG1/Reception 4-5 Years 1/9/2017 to 31/8/2018 

KG2/Year 1 5-6 Years 1/9/2016 to 31/8/2017 

Grade 1/Year 2 6 -8 Years 1/9/2015 to 31/8/2016 

Grade 2/Year 3 7 - 8 Years 1/9/2014 to 31/8/2015 

Grade 3/Year 4 8– 9 Years 1/9/2013 to 31/8/2014 

Grade 4/Year 5 9– 10 Years 1/9/2012 to 31/8/2013 

Grade 5/Year 6 10- 11 Years 1/9/2011 to 31/8/2012 

Grade 6/Year 7 11- 12 Years 1/9/2010 to 31/8/2011 

Grade 7/Year 8 12 – 13 Years 1/9/2009 to 31/8/2010 

Grade 8/Year 9 13- 14 Years 1/9/2008 to 31/8/2009 

Grade 9/Year 10 14 – 15 Years 1/9/2007 to 31/8/2008 

Grade 10/Year 11 15 – 16 Years 1/9/2006 to 31/8/2007 

Grade 11/Year 12 16 - 17 Years 1/9/2005 to 31/8/2006 

Grade 12/Year 13 17 – 18 Years 1/9/2004 to 31/8/2005 
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Whole School News 

Thank you for sharing some wonderful pro-
jects about the forthcoming Prophet’s Birth-
day (PBUH). School will be, closed for the 
Public Holiday—probably on Thursday 21st 
October (TBC) 
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Whole School News: Recycling Competition! 
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Whole School News! 

We encourage life-long learning in all our students & staff. Here, Mr. Osama attends SPEA training on 14/10/21. 

Islamic work with Ms. Khatma 
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Junior Section News 

With Ms. Beena 

With Ms. Aqueen 

With Ms. Huma 
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Junior Section News 

We love to see independent project work. Here is Nabia making 
a beautiful project to share information about the life of the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH) with her friends. Thank you Nabia for your 
hard work! 

With Ms. Beena 
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Junior Section News; Y1 S1! 
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Junior Section News; E-Safety Sessions! 
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Junior Section News; In the WSS Garden for ‘Go Green Day’, 7/10/21 



15 

 

Junior Section News; In the WSS Garden for ‘Go Green Day’, 7/10/21 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Activities! 
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With Ms. Sabiha & Ms. Fathima 

Junior Section News; Y2 Activities! 
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With Ms. Sabiha & Ms. Fathima 

Junior Section News; Student Voice! 
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Junior Section News! 

Y1H1 with Ms. Huma 
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Junior Section News; Healthy Lifestyle! 

FS2 S1 with Ms. Sonia Marshall 
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Junior Section News; FS1! 
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Junior Section News! 

Y1 H3 with Ms. Farah 
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Junior Section News! 
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Junior Section News! 

With Ms. Nikhat 
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Junior Section News; Y1 D1! 

With Ms. Geraldine 
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Primary Section News 

Awesome work completed by Arab Islamic students for Mr. 
Ahmed 
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Sharing good values with Mr. Abdalla Elenani 

Primary Section News 



29 

 

Primary & Secondary Section News 

Thanks to Ms. Maha for 
supporting our students 
with their Noom compe-
tition entries to design 
& build model buildings 
& transport for an im-
aginary planet. 
The winner will receive 
an invitation to the Al 
Thuraya Astronomy 
Centre  
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Secondary Section News 

The SCIENCE department has re-started Practical’s for AS 
classes this week. All the practical classes went smoothly with 
all required COVID-19 safety protocols, and students active-
ly participated in the learning.  

You said– We did! Our Sixth Formers have been asking for 
a more ‘user-friendly’ Sixth Form Common Room. Here it 
is!  
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Secondary Section News; Anti-Bullying! 
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Secondary Section News; Anti-Bullying! 
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Secondary Section News; Student Wellbeing! 
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Secondary Section News; Student Wellbeing! 
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Secondary Section News; Student Wellbeing! 
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Secondary Section News; Student Wellbeing! 


