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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #6 

 28th September, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Parent-Teacher Teamwork 
Many thanks to all the parents 
who took precious time out of 
your hectic schedules to join 
us in school this week for 

PTM, Literacy Activities & the Secondary Student 
Leadership Investiture. It means a great deal to your 
children & to your teachers that you engage & sup-
port in this way. Your presence makes the events 
more meaningful & special too! Thank you again. 
 
We wish you a very enjoyable & blessed long week-
end for the Prophet’s (PBUH) Birthday this weekend. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Thurs. 28th 
Sept 

• School closed for the Prophet’s (PBUH) Birth-
day  

Mon. 9th 
Oct. 

• Registration for September 2024 will open 
(Enrollment Assessments will start from Janu-
ary 2024 for the September). Places are limited, 
so if you want new admission sibling seats, we 
recommend that you Register early. 

Wed. 18th-
Thurs. 19th 
Oct 

• Mid-Term Break. School closed for students. 

• School opens on Monday  23rd October 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—
Monday 1st 
January 

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 
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21/9/23 
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Whole School News; Paying for Trips & Activities Online 

Trips & Activities now need to be paid online through 
your Parent Portal. Teachers are no longer able to 
collect in cash. 
 
Please note this Parent Guide sheet FYI 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 



6 

 

GEMS has partnered with innovation leaders 8Billion Ideas, a 
company that promotes leadership, creativity & innovation in 
schools. Mr. Karl met the Principal Ms. Valerie & Secondary GC 
Ms. Anisha on 27/9/23 to initiate a Y11 Internship programme 
over eth coming year. We are very excited about this collabora-
tion & look forward to being able to provide additional ‘Life 
Preparation Skills’ to our students. 

Whole School News; Team CPD! 

Ms. Azaa leading a CPD session on Arabic activities for non-
Arabs 

Our new teachers attended a GEMS Cluster Teaching 
& Learning Conference held at sister school WSD on 
Saturday 23/9/23, along with Principal Ms. Valerie, VP 
Mr. Shujahat & Learning Coach Ms. Christine. Session 
themes included ‘Setting Learning Objectives using 
Blooms Taxonomy’ (presented by Ms. Christine), & 
practical engagement strategies. 



7 

 

Environment Superstar Champions! 

Our environment super heroes participated in the ‘Plant a 
Legacy’ initiative. Students visited Al Tadweer waste man-
agement center tor the PAL (Plant a Legacy) drive. 
 
Thanks to Ms. Laneetha and Ms. Indira for organizing, & to 
our accompanying teachers, Ms. Rema & dear parents. 
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Environment Superstar Champions! 
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Environment Superstar Champions! 

Our environment super heroes participated in the ‘Plant a 
Legacy’ initiative. Students visited Al Tadweer waste man-
agement center tor the PAL (Plant a Legacy) drive. 
 
Thanks to Ms. Laneetha and Ms. Indira for organizing, & 
to our accompanying teachers, Ms. Rema & dear parents. 

The WSS community has collected 551kg of e-waste! This 
is a stunning recycling effort, well done!  
The e-waste competition has now closed, however, please 
still send in your plastic bottles for recycling. Thank you. 
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Environment Superstar Champions! 



11 

 

Environment Superstar Champions! 

To support the UAE & GEMS Sustainability drive towards COP 28, WSS is working hard towards achieving the Green Flag 
certification. This course is about promoting Eco-friendly principles in schools through a seven-step methodology and Pro-
ject-Based-Learning (PBL). The course duration is  25-30 hours. 
 
So far  a total of 5 WSS Teachers have completed the course (examples of two certificates above). Huge congratulations to the 
following 5 Environmental Superstars: 
1. Ms. Laneetha Shajahan (Secondary) 
2. Ms. Indira (Secondary) 
3. Ms. Saritha (Secondary) 
4. Ms. Jinitra (Primary) 
5. Ms. Saranya (Primary) 
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Whole School News; Colin the Kindness & Respect Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Respect, Kindness & Community Spirit)  
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Happy Birthdays!

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Y2H1 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3D1, 27/9/23! 

WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y5, 27/9/23! 
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Primary Section News; Parent Engagement in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Parent Engagement in Y3! 

Y3H2 with Ms. 
Anshy Anto 
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Primary Section News; Parent Engagement in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Parent Engagement in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Parent Engagement in Y5! 

Thank you dear parents 
for sharing your valuable 
time & entertaining story-
telling techniques in class! 
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Primary Section News; Parent Engagement in Y5! 

Thank you dear parents 
for sharing your valuable 
time & entertaining story-
telling techniques in class! 
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Primary Section News 

Primary Section News; Parent Engagement in Y5! 
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Primary Section News; Parent Engagement in Y6! 

Thank you dear parents for 
sharing your valuable time 
to visit class & share your 
experiences of reading! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Well done to Dulan (Y10BD1), who got the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the Haarlem World Jamboree (August) held in the 
Netherlands. He represented the British Scouts Overseas, Du-
bai Branch. 

Y8B Class Superstars! 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership Investiture Ceremony, 26/9/23! 



32 

 

Secondary Section News; Student Leadership Investiture Ceremony, 26/9/23! 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership Investiture Ceremony, 26/9/23! 



34 

 

Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y8BH, 26/9/23! 

Important Assem-
bly theme by 
Y8BH on 
‘Balancing IT Use 
with Life’. We 
discussed the 
principle ‘All 
things in modera-
tion’ as the most 
healthy way to 
live our lives. 
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Secondary Section News; Class Student Leadership! 
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Secondary Section News; Class Student Leadership! 
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Secondary Section News; Arabic Learning Activities! 

Y10B Non-Arab class’ writing activities with Ms. Iman Awad 
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Secondary Section News; Preparing Students for their Future! 
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WSS Sixth Form stu-
dents visited sister 
school GCS on 27/9/23 
for an IDB career fair 
where they met repre-
sentatives from over 80 
Universities 

Secondary Section News; Preparing Students for their Future—

GCS Career Fair, 27/9/23! 
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Secondary Section News; Celebrating World Peace Day, 21/9/23! 

International Day of Peace was cele-
brated on the 21st of September at 
WSS to play a part in building a 
peaceful culture that will last for gen-
erations to come. It is a day set aside 
by the United Nations General Assem-
bly for everyone around the world to 
devote to keeping peace. 
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Secondary Section News; Class-based Learning Activities! 

Global Storytelling: Students from diverse backgrounds 
shared stories and experiences with each other.  

Quiz Bee: Quiz competitions tested students' knowledge 
about different countries, their history, geography, and Cul-
ture. 

International Poster or Essay Contest: Students created 
posters or wrote essays on topics related to global issues, 
diversity, or the importance of international cooperation. 
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Secondary Section News; Gratitude Day, 21/9/23! 

Use of AI; students 
using SCHO-
SLASTIC LITER-
ACY PRO in Eng-
lish reading lessons 

Secondary Section News; Personalising Learning Through AI! 
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Secondary Section News; Personalising Learning Through AI! 

Students using the Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) programmes Century 
Tech. in KS3 Science classes & 
KOGNITY in KS4 English Classes 
to promote  personalised learning 
adapted to students’ individual 
progress & achievement level. 


