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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #22 

 22nd February, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
GEMS Internal Inspection 
Review, 20/2/24 
The main focus area for the 
GEMS internal inspection Re-
view at WSS on Tuesday 

20/2/24 was ‘Challenge & Personalisation of Learn-
ing in the Classroom’. We are very proud to share 
that the review team praised our students’ attitude & 
behaviour as ‘Outstanding’.  90% of the lessons ob-
served were rated ‘Good’ or better, which is the best 
Review result yet! Other WWW positives mentioned 
in particular were the established routines & inde-
pendent learning in Juniors & Primary, positive 
Teacher-Student relationships,  Learning Menus, 
consistent pedagogical practice across lessons, use of 
technology across school & the amazing learning en-
vironments in Juniors.  

EBI next steps to work on are the quality of feedback 
through marking, the depth of questioning skills & 
the use of student collaboration & dialogue to deepen 
learning. 

Wishing everyone who celebrates, a hap-
py, blessed Haq AL Laila! 
 
Many thanks to our Emirati community for 
their generous & enthusiastic engagement 
to share Haq Al Laila with WSS.  

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 
15/4/24 
 
Thurs 2nd 
May 

• Deadline to book seats online for September is 
Monday April 15th. 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is Thurs. 
2nd May. 

• Regardless of any system-generated email, the re-
enrollment fee is non-refundable for any reason, 
as per the Sharjah Authority Circular. 

• Please note that any un-booked/unpaid seats 
would be given to the Waiting List. 

Wed. 
14/2/24 & 
Thurs. 
15/2/24 

• School closed for Mid-Term 2 Break (2 days) 

• Admin offices open (timings TBC) 

Monday 
11th March 

• Possible start of Ramadan. 

• Ramadan (& Exam days) timings for whole 
school 8m-1pm (TBC) (no Babysitting facility) 

Friday 
29/3/24  to 
Sunday 
14/4/24 

• School closed for Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• Online fee payments recommended to avoid 
queues. However, the Cashier will be open in 
school on Saturday 13/4/24, 8am-1pm for con-
venient fee payment 

• Term 3 fees due by latest Monday 15th April. 
Thank you. 

Mon. 3/6/24 
to Thurs. 
13/6/23 

• T3 Final, compulsory promotional Exams. 
School timings for all students will be 7:30am-
12:30pm. 

• These dates are subject to SPEA approval & 
change. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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9-10 
11 
 

12 

 
13 

 
14 
15 
 

16 

Whole School News 

• GEMS Family First Movement; Letter from GEMS Founder, Mr. 
Sunny Varkey 

• Celebrating Haq Al Laila, 22/2/24 

• Environmental & Recycling Superstar Champions 

• Sustainability Report (Primary) 

• WSS Home-School Communication Policy (updated Parent Hand-
book) 

• Storyboard Top Tips; 1) Attendance Policy,  2) Fostering Emo-
tional Wellness 

• Staff CPD (Professional Development) 

• MOE Subjects DL Online, 12-13 February  

• Happy Birthdays 

 
17-18 
19 
20 
21 
 
22 
23-24 
25-30 
31-36 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Assembly Time with FS2S1, 22/2/24 (The 4 Seasons) 

• Online DL, 12/2/24 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• FS1 Learning Activities 

• FS2 Learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities  

 
37-38 

 
39 

40-41 
42 
 

43 
44 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions; Term 1 Achievement 
Award Assemblies, 21/2/24 

• Sporting Superstar Champions  

• Online DL, 12/2/24 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• Y5 learning Activities 

• Y6 Poster-making activity (Sustainability), 22/2/24 

  
45 
46 
47 
47 
 

48-49 
50 
50 
51 
 

52-53 
54-55 
56 
 

57-58 
59 
 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

• Sporting Superstar Champions 

• ‘You Said...We Did’ IGCSE Grading Change Report, 31/1/24 

• CIS Examination Board Meeting with HODs 

• IGCSE Options Event, 20/2/24 

• AMPSMUN Participation, 9th-11th February 

• One-to-One Success Meetings 

• Maths Marvel Debate, 22/2/24 

• Online DL Report, 12/2/24 & 13/2/ 

• Y7 Learning Activities 

• Y8 Learning Activities 

• Y9 Learning Activities 

• KS40KS5 Guidance Sessions 
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Whole School News; GEMS Family First Movement. Letter 

from GEMS Founder, Mr. Sunny Varkey! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating Haq Al Laila, 22/2/24! 

The WSS Islamic 
Council, along 
with our Emirati 
students, staff & 
parents, organ-
ised a wonderful 
drama about 
Emirati  wed-
dings. We en-
joyed traditional 
dances & recita-
tion. Then sweet 
treats were gen-
erously shared 
with the audi-
ence. Thank you! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating Haq Al Laila, 22/2/24! 

Preparing for Haq Al Laila; Teamwork! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating Haq Al Laila, 22/2/24! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating Haq Al Laila, 22/2/24! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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WSS students participated in the TWS 
Inter-school Wasteless Wonderland event 
on 22/2/24. We are super impressed by 
their wearable recycling projects!  
 
Thank you to the TWS Principal Mr. 
Carl, who kindly sent Ms. Valerie videos 
of their presentation on stage.  
 
Students, we are very proud of you & 
thank you to your parents for supporting 
your participation in such fine style! 

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

WSS students won prizes for: 

• Best Community Development Pro-
ject (first prize) 

• Wasteless Wonderland Award 
(Runner Up) 

• 2 project prizes for ‘Wasteless Smart 
Steps’ 

 
Secondary Participants were: 
From Y9GS1; Eshal Khan, Amna Faisal, 
Alisha Bhatia 
 
From Y10GS; Kritika Suneel, Rifah Saa-
dia 

Many thanks to our WSS environmental superstar Ecowarriors 
Ms. Laneetha & Ms. Indira for their support & commitment. 
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Primary Section 

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Productive Home-School Communication! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD (Training)! 

WSS hosted the BBT ‘Emergency Evacuation’ safety training session for all BBT Drivers & key staff on Friday 9/2/24. 
C
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Whole School News; MOE Subjects Online DL, 12/2/24 & 13/2/24! 



16 

 

Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2S1, 22/2/24! 

FS2S1 presented 
a super Assembly 
on the theme 
‘The 4 Seasons’. 
Students were 
confident & 
clear. Well done! 
Many thanks to 
all the parents 
who attended—it 
was a nice crowd! 
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Junior Section News; Online DL, 12/2/24! 

We would like to appreciate all 
the 86% of parents who sup-
ported their children to attend 
DL TEAMS online classes on  
Monday 12/2/23, after SPA put 
all schools online due to the ex-
treme weather forecast. We also 
appreciate that most of the  chil-
dren kept their camera on & 
wore smart school uniform,  
reinforcing respect & serious-
ness towards their studies. Well 
done to the whole WSS commu-
nity for managing the last-
minute shift to an online plat-
form so smoothly, despite region
-wide connectivity challenges 
from Microsoft. Thank you! 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; FS1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions;  

Y3 & Y4 Term 1 Achievement Assembly, 21/2/24! 

Achievement Champion trophies were awarded for Outstanding Achievement, Growth & Progress,  Behaviour,  Exceptional 
Academic Performance in Maths,  Literary Appreciation & Excellent Environmental Awareness. Congratulations to all our 
T1 champions! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions;  

Y5 Term 1 Achievement Assembly, 21/2/24! 

Achievement Champion trophies were awarded for Outstanding Achievement, Growth & Progress,  Behaviour,  Exceptional 
Academic Performance in Maths,  Literary Appreciation & Excellent Environmental Awareness. Congratulations to all our 
T1 champions! 
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WSS Primary Section Sporting Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to  Adam Elsawy, who has just won a gold medal in the UAE Open Karate Championship, as well as partici-
pating in the international championship in Fujairah. We are very proud of your work ethic & perseverence, Adam! 
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Primary Section News; Online DL, 12/2/24! 

We would like to appreciate all 
the 86% of parents who support-
ed their children to attend DL 
TEAMS online classes on  Mon-
day 12/2/23, after SPA put all 
schools online due to the extreme 
weather forecast. We also appre-
ciate that most of the  children 
kept their camera on & wore 
smart school uniform,  reinforc-
ing respect & seriousness to-
wards their studies. Well done to 
the whole WSS community for 
managing the last-minute shift to 
an online platform so smoothly, 
despite region-wide connectivity 
challenges from Microsoft. 
Thank you! 

Y4S2 with Ms. Oshin 
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Primary Section News; Online DL, 12/2/24! 
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Primary Section News! 

Thank you to Muzammil (Y5S1) for sharing his interest-
ing video on his STEAM project. It is a working model of 
a catapult. Muzammil also recited Quran at a family 
event—well done for your hard work! 

Well done to Nabia & her 
father for participating in the 
Wellbeing Fitness Challenge 
& for sharing videos (Nabia 
did hula-hoop & her father 
did push-ups). We love to see 
you taking care of your fit-
ness & health!  
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Primary Section News; Y5D1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Poster-Making Activity, 22/2/24! 

The theme of the 
activity was 
‘Sustainability’ 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Sporting Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to sporting superstar Ahmed Fraij (Y9BH1) for achieving a bronze medal in the recent  Arab Cup Champi-
onship 2024 for Taekwondo in Fujairah. This significant accomplishment has propelled him to the prestigious 3rd place 
ranking in his category among competitors from across the Arab region. 
 
Ahmed's success serves as a testament to his unwavering commitment and tireless effort, as well as the invaluable support 
and encouragement he receives from his family & school community.  
 
We are proud to celebrate Ahmed's outstanding performance & commitment to developing his own talent & sporting skills! 
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Secondary Section News; IGCSE Grading Report, 31/1/24! 

An important meeting with the CIE Examinations Board representative this week to keep teh WSS team updated. 
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Secondary Section News; IGCSE Options Event, 20/2/24! 

Y9 Parents & students attended a very important information session aimed at guiding them in their forthcoming IGCSE 
options for subject choices for the next 2 years. IGCSE choices now will impact on ‘A’ Level choices next, with University 
subject options & career pathways following.  
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Secondary Section News; IGCSE Options Event, 20/2/24! 
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Secondary Section News; AMPSMUN Participation! 
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Secondary Section News; Maths Marvel Debate, 22/2/24! 

The Principal was pleased to attend the Boys’ Maths Marvel Debate on 22/2/24. The debate topic related to whether maths 
was valuable for everyone, or just for certain professions. The Principal shared feedback relating to debating skills, such as 
basing assertions on research, using quotes, using formal language, keeping to the topic, sharing passion etc. Ms. Valerie re-
ally enjoyed the debate & the boys did a good job presenting confidently. 
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Secondary Section News; Online DL, 12/2/24 & 13/2/24! 
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Secondary Section News; Online DL, 12/2/24! 

We would like to appreciate all 
the 86% of parents who support-
ed their children to attend DL 
TEAMS online classes on  Mon-
day 12/2/23, after SPA put all 
schools online due to the extreme 
weather forecast.  
 
We also appreciate that most of 
the  children kept their camera 
on & wore smart school uniform,  
reinforcing respect & seriousness 
towards their studies. Well done 
to the whole WSS community for 
managing the last-minute shift to 
an online platform so smoothly, 
despite region-wide connectivity 
challenges from Microsoft. 
Thank you! 
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Secondary Section News; Y7 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Y7 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Y8 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Y9 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Y9 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4-KS5 Guidance Session! 


