GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH

VARKEY
“ FOUNDATION

C/Jangmg lves f/vroqg/l education

Message from the
Principal/CEO
Ms. Valerie Thompson

Dear WSS Parents,

4 F4 GEMS _Internal
i 57 Review, 20/2/24
| The main focus area for the
B £ GEMS internal inspection Re-
view at WSS on Tuesday
20/2/24 was ‘Challenge & Personalisation of Learn-
ing in the Classroom’. We are very proud to share
that the review team praised our students’ attitude &
behaviour as ‘Outstanding’. 90% of the lessons ob-
served were rated ‘Good’ or better, which is the best
Review result yet! Other WWW positives mentioned
in particular were the established routines & inde-
pendent learning in Juniors & Primary, positive
Teacher-Student relationships, Learning Menus,
consistent pedagogical practice across lessons, use of
technology across school & the amazing learning en-
vironments in Juniors.

Inspection

:

EBI next steps to work on are the quality of feedback
through marking, the depth of questioning skills &
the use of student collaboration & dialogue to deepen
learning.

Wishing everyone who celebrates, a hap-
py. blessed Haq AL Lailal

Many thanks to our Emirati community for
their generous & enthusiastic engagement
to share Haq Al Laila with WSS.

Hag Al Lailab

Getting Ready for Ramadan
0

Habld|
‘Thursdoy
22nd February, 2024

¢ - Newsletter Issue#22 & "G5
“SCHOOL
22nd February, 2024 |EDUCATION
pafies for Yeour Diary
Date Details

Mon. e Deadline to book seats online for September is

15/4/24 Monday April 15th.

e Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is Thurs.

Thurs 2nd 2nd May.

May o Regardless of any system-generated email, the re-
enrollment fee is non-refundable for any reason,
as per the Sharjah Authority Circular.

e Please note that any un-booked/unpaid seats
would be given to the Waiting List.

Wed. e School closed for Mid-Term 2 Break (2 days)

14/2/24 & ¢ Admin offices open (timings TBC)

Thurs.

15/2/24

Monday e Possible start of Ramadan.

IthMarch |,  Ramadan (& Exam days) timings for whole
school 8m-1pm (TBC) (no Babysitting facility)

Friday e School closed for Spring Break (2 weeks)

29/3/24 to |4 QOnline fee payments recommended to avoid

Sunday queues. However, the Cashier will be open in

14/4/24 school on Saturday 13/4/24, 8am-1pm for con-
venient fee payment

e Term 3 fees due by latest Monday 15th April.
Thank you.

Mon. 3/6/24 |e T3 Final, compulsory promotional Exams.

to Thurs. School timings for all students will be 7:30am-

13/6/23 12:30pm.

e These dates are subject to SPEA approval &
change.

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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The most important gifts
you can give your child are
a and the

that will guide them
through life

Sunny Varkey

Whole School News

Newsletter Contents

e—enrol

for 2024 -2025
NOW!

Save your child’s seat.

(O calltofind out more
06-5426323

Find our updated Parent Hand-
book through this QR code.
Check-out school policies & pro-
cedures to be familiar & com-
fortable with our system.

Page | Includes:
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3 e Contents Table
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59 e  KS40KSS5 Guidance Sessions




Whole School News; GEMS Family First Movement. Letter
from GEMS Founder, Mr. Sunny Varkey!

SHAR MAH

| s el plisiy e, e e e
CGEMS Westminster School

Date: 15" February 2024
From: Mr. Sunny Varkey, Founder of GEMS Education and GEMS Group Chairman

Subject: A request for your ideas to help take Family First forward to new heights

Dear Parents and Carers,

As you will have seen, the Family Firsf movement was succassfully launched last week in a wonderful
event at GEMS World Academy — Dubai, which was graced by the presence of His Highness Sheikh
Mahyan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, and other esteemed guests at GEMS World Academy — Dubai.

Although we were restricted to an audience of 600 for the Launch, it is important to us that all our
families feel connected to Family First — after all, this 1s an initiative that embodies our shared family
values and confirms the family unit as the true dniving force of our community.

| cannot emphasise encugh that this is your movement for positive change and we cannot succeed
without your support and active participation.

As you will be aware from our previous communications to you (see Newsletter #21), we have many
plans to take Family First forward, but | welcome your own ideas and concepts and encourage you to
communicate these to your individual school Champions just as you already have with your
inspirational stories that we have been collating.

Family First is not just a one-off event; rather, it has been conceived as a movement of love and care
that is already gathering momentum and will continue to grow and thrive through collective action.

| hope that you feel inspired to share the message and positive actions of Family Firstvalues, ideas,
and actions with your family and communities and | am really looking forward to leaming more about
your wonderful ideas and projects to help it fulfil cur ambitions for positive change.

With warm regards,

Mr. Sunny Varkey

Founder, GEMS Education

Baiis FOR
EDUCATION @OLiFe

Alwagi by your dide
we see genius in every child




Whole School News; Celebrating Haq Al Laila, 22/2/24!

The WSS Islamic
Council, along
with our Emirati
students, staff &
parents, organ-
ised a wonderful
drama about
Emirati wed-
dings. We en-
joyed traditional
dances & recita-
tion. Then sweet
treats were gen-
erously shared
with the audi-
ence. Thank you!




Whole School News; Celebrating Haq Al Laila, 22/2/24!
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Whole School News; Celebrating Haq Al Laila, 22/2/24!




Whole School News; Celebrating Haq Al Laila, 22/2/24!




Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

"GREEN PLANET
Abdw | ’AF}\c:kg\_ Y3V



Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

WSS students participated in the TWS
Inter-school Wasteless Wonderland event
on 22/2/24. We are super impressed by
their wearable recycling projects!

Thank you to the TWS Principal Mr.
Carl, who kindly sent Ms. Valerie videos
of their presentation on stage.

Students, we are very proud of you &
thank you to your parents for supporting
your participation in such fine style!

WSS students won prizes for:

e Best Community Development Pro-
ject (first prize)

e  Wasteless Wonderland Award
(Runner Up)

e 2 project prizes for ‘Wasteless Smart
Steps’

Secondary Participants were:
From Y9GS1; Eshal Khan, Amna Faisal,
Alisha Bhatia

From Y10GS; Kritika Suneel, Rifah Saa-
dia

Many thanks to our WSS environmental superstar Ecowarriors
Ms. Laneetha & Ms. Indira for their support & commitment.

Ol asteless Ol Jerdeilard
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

auppmt» nalwwal enviten
well-being and producly ‘

L) Promeling healthy eating in W66 ii&h'/‘
conlnibules (o the holistic development
uccesdy of sludenty, laying the foundalior
tov theiy healthien julwe.
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Whole School News; Productive Home-School Communication!

Communicatioh (Home-gchool)

Effective home-school communication is key to our children’s success. We are here to listen & to help resolve
queries, misunderstandings, or concerns, so that our parents are fully engaged in an effective learning partnership.
For this to work, we need to have positive, timely & respectful home-school communication. Please note:

+ Please keep the school updated with your correct contacts to ensure we can communicate in case of
emergency, critical deadlines & as required.

+ You will be given the teachers’ work email. Please note that staff should respond to communication within 2
working days. Staff may not be free to access work emails during the weekends & holidays, so please
communicate on working days.

* Communication methods include TeacherForm Tutor emails, the Parent Handbook, weekly Newsletters,
Coffee Mornings, Phoenix, Letters, and other email/SMS communication as required.

¢ Please check your email Inbox & Weekly School Newsletters weekly. Newsletters include important Diary
Dates & policies, so please read them carefully each week to keep vourself updated.

+  Staff personal mobile numbers will not be given out.

Complaints 4 Concerns

Our team are dedicated professionals. We want you to have a positive relationship with the WSS family However,

as with any relationship, there may be misunderstandings or concemns. If this is the case, please note:

¢ Communication between home-school should always be in line with our Code of Conduct, based on mutunal
respect. Any form of abuse to staff (directly, on social media, or to a third person, written or wverbal),
including insults, defamation of character, shouting, bad language etc. is unacceptable & will lead to
disciplinary action.

e If vou have any complaints about a WSS staff member, please bring them to the school management for our
follow-up.

the following pathway, as appropriate to the case:

Communication Route Comments
Parent-School & School-Parent
1 | Email to/from » Communication may be related to achievement appreciation, attendance,
Teacher/Parent behaviour, books/learning materialz,  bullying, classwork, effort, HL,
tlinesshealth, propress, uwmform, punctuality, safepparding/wellbeing, any other
izznes,

¢ Eesponse to any parent email Reception or PRE message within 2 working davs
« Parents must inform school immediately of any infectious disease case related

to their W55 child
2 | PRE, HEAD OF
INCLUSION/GC, Parent or
Teacher arranges a face-to-face
or online virtual mesting
SAF. (Social Acadermc Feport)
zent home by school
Incident Eeport’'SAR/On
Eeport sent home by school
Warning Letter zent home
4 | Team Leader [TL) ¢ The childs Team Leader may call’email parents (or parent may commmunicat with
the TL) to dizcuss concern &/or arrange a meeting.
¢ An Incident Eeport, SAE or Warning Letter may be sent home by SLT or MLT
3| SLT ¢  Parentz/SLT may call a meeting where the concern has gone beyond the scope of
the class teacher or MLT.
¢« An Incident Report may be sent home to inform you of any serious incident or
CONCEM.

o A Wamning Letter may be sent home (for serious issues such as a fight,
Safeguarding incident, failore to inform the Clinic immediately in a COVID
Positive of Close Contact Case, sending the child te school with any COVID
symptom. or enzoing bullving, STT mav become involved immediatelv).

12




Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!

L WSS Attendance Policy
Mum.ll;mm

The Ministry of

Education requires My teacher praised me There are some
because | have a perfect students who were late " n . .
that students attend attendance and always or absent frequently, According to the WSS handbook, being

school for a WO 1 & <2 hapy and frequently late is a disciplinary issue.

minimum number of

what are the policies of

arly at schogl, :
the school about it?

school days. | can fes that you are We are informed to follow these rules:
Students could fail alviays excited to go to 1. Registration time is from 7:40 am.
the year if their scheol and you are doing. 2. Students arriving after 8:00 are
attendance falls your bestin yoar marked late,

studies,

below the required
number of days.

3. Students who are repeatedly late
will be issued Incident reports,
warning letters and parents will be
called,

4. A record of late days is maintained
by reception for SLT follow-up.

5. Parents should send a mail for any
short leave & medical certificate for
any longer leave or absence.

6. Parents must submit a formal leave
request for any leave during Term
time.

Keepit up!

Being punctual to
school teaches the
students the lifelong
value of punctuality
and time

management.

Fostering Emotional Wellness

A R

(e PN

Thank you, everyone. |

really appreciate it. It

S8 | means alot to know we
% have your support. ) -

Your wellbeing is important
to us, John. I'll make sure all
your subject teachers know
50 they can provide extra
support.

John. s there something
on your mind that you
would like to talk about?

John, we're all here for you.
Anytime you need help, just ask.

Hey, we're neighbours,

i you don't have to go
My mom's not feeling well, and my dad's away through this alone.
on a tour, I'm feeling overwhelmed with my Come over to my place,

studies and there's no one around to help. and we'll study together.

13




Whole School News; Staff CPD (Training)!
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Highfield Qualifications
Certifies that

Ashia Julka Safar
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Highfield Level 2 International Award in Food
Safety
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Whole School News; MOE Subjects Online DL, 12/2/24 & 13/2/24!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

You're q Superstar

A R
- @l el Aynur Mg,

FS2H2 swimming superstar won 2nd place in a re-

cent tournament! Congratulations!

Spell check
superheroes!

|-

Y2F1 with Ms.Uzma and
Ms.Askia

Congratulations
champions!

{

W V% Y2F1 with Ms.Uzma and ‘

« Ms.Askia 35_3:&?1-.

Dear Ms. Punnya and Ms. Nadia,
I'm sending you both this message as really really both of you are deserved.

| would like to send my appreciation and thankful for your effort with our children in the class, you are
supported and make it easy to us too.

One more time Thank you both, and wishes you the success always.

Sincerely
Mayer Sameer
Josiana Father
YiD1

17



WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2S1, 22/2/24!

FS2S1 presented
a super Assembly
on the theme
‘The 4 Seasons’.
Students were
confident &
clear. Well done!
Many thanks to
all the parents
who attended—it

was a nice crowd!




Junior Section News; Online DL, 12/2/24!
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We would like to appreciate all
the 86% of parents who sup-
ported their children to attend
DL TEAMS online classes on
Monday 12/2/23, after SPA put
all schools online due to the ex-
treme weather forecast. We also
appreciate that most of the chil-
dren kept their camera on &
wore smart school uniform,
reinforcing respect & serious-
ness towards their studies. Well
done to the whole WSS commu-
nity for managing the last-
minute shift to an online plat-
form so smoothly, despite region
-wide connectivity challenges
from Microsoft. Thank you!

Georgi Togi Rahul Tyagi &



Junior Section News
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Junior Section News; FS1 Learning Activities!

*' Ms.Kishwar
- Ms.krishina




Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities!

FS2DI1

Homelearning




Junior Section News; FS2D2 Learning Activities!

FS2 D2 with Miss Jobelle and Miss Monika
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Junior Section News; YI1F1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; YI1F1 Learning Activities!

»
Y102 with My sadGa and My Agma Y102 with M3 sacdGa and M. Asma

26



Junior Section News; YI1H?2 Learning Activities!

~ Learning about alliteration.

R 'Rl L4

Excited 10 recerve o marble jar ’
stickers

Y1 H2 Ms. Beena & Ms. Mani




Junior Section News; Y1581 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1581 Learning Activities!

angutan
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Junior Section News; Y182 Learning Activities!




Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities!

TR: Jinitra Rajesh TA: Asma Mohamed




Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities!

7 — A | ! ’ “. )
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Ms.Askia
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities!

Y2F2 - Class Activities with

Ms. Fauzia

- " ; N 5. ':
>

2 q y
Understanding Honésry and

Dishonesty

N7
i |
E .-\F‘.'

& Y2F2 -Kshethra celebrated her
i Birthday &

| Well done &

Aue

‘ _Raylen :Home Learning

Y2F2- Kshethra sharing
Happiness on her Birthday




Junior Section News; Y2H?2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H?2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2582 Learning Activities!

Y2S2 Class Activities |

Arabic Lesson

h (
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions;
Y3 & Y4 Term 1 Achievement Assembly, 21/2/24!

Y3
Achievement Awa rds

Achievement Champion trophies were awarded for Outstanding Achievement, Growth & Progress, Behaviour, Exceptional
Academic Performance in Maths, Literary Appreciation & Excellent Environmental Awareness. Congratulations to all our
T1 champions!

=]
V“_'_
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~ Ya =
Achlevement Awards




WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions;
Y5 Term 1 Achievement Assembly, 21/2/24!

Growth and Progroess : e . -

Creative Fiting: ExcoelloncoeAw:ar

(B K. LN S ST RRSVER A TURY A BT
: - B 3

Muhammad Ibraheom
elirm Amr Yams:
L.

Achievement Champion trophies were awarded for Outstanding Achievement, Growth & Progress, Behaviour, Exceptional
Academic Performance in Maths, Literary Appreciation & Excellent Environmental Awareness. Congratulations to all our
T1 champions!
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WSS Primary Section Sporting Superstar Champions!

CERTIFICATY:

ar n-mnut-n'm\
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Galaxy S22 Ultra

Congratulations to Adam Elsawy, who has just won a gold medal in the UAE Open Karate Championship, as well as partici-
pating in the international championship in Fujairah. We are very proud of your work ethic & perseverence, Adam!

Dear Miss Anju,
1 'would like to express my happiness and gratitude towards you for helping my son, Muhammad Faris and bringing out the best in him.

1 was so delighted to see him receiving the Achievement Award today. This wouldn't have been possible without You as a mentor. You are an inspiration to Faris and to others. You provide the motivation and willpower
children need in order to come out and excel.

Thank you for guidance as always!!
Regard's,
Ghazala.

39



Primary Section News; Online DL, 12/2/24!

-
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Yahya

Yara Mohammad Jamil Kotkot ¥

Meeting in "Maths Lesson™ ws  GEMS EDUCATION

D & 6 O B 8 8 ~ W, 3§,

With Ms. Anju Kumar
® o »

We would like to appreciate all
the 86% of parents who support-
ed their children to attend DL
TEAMS online classes on Mon-
day 12/2/23, after SPA put all
schools online due to the extreme
weather forecast. We also appre-
ciate that most of the children
kept their camera on & wore
smart school uniform, reinforc-
ing respect & seriousness to-
wards their studies. Well done to
the whole WSS community for
managing the last-minute shift to
an online platform so smoothly,
despite region-wide connectivity
challenges from  Microsoft.
Thank you!

Science Lesson - Students of Y3D2 shared pictures of
materials around them that are attracted to Magnets

\] during science lesson.

Yahia

Yahia

Mahmoud Milhaan- scissor

Mahmoud Shahab

Science siona

V4%

40

Y4S2 with Ms. Oshin




Primary Section News; Online DL, 12/2/24!

Y4 H1 distance learning




Primary Section News!

¥ Do g
A Beatiful, Best and Cheap.

Well done to Nabia & her
father for participating in the
Wellbeing Fitness Challenge
& for sharing videos (Nabia
did hula-hoop & her father
did push-ups). We love to see
you taking care of your fit-
ness & health!
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Thank you to Muzammil (Y5S1) for sharing his interest-
ing video on his STEAM project. It is a working model of
a catapult. Muzammil also recited Quran at a family
event—well done for your hard work!
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Primary Section News; Y5SDI1 Learning Activities!

Science Lesson
Topic: Earth & Space.

With Ms. AnJu Kumar

Students are engaging with a Solar System video lesson via the Century Tech e- learmng platform.

ST-RT U TOL0E Easss

Science Lesson
Topic: Earth & Space.

Students are immersing themselves in a captivating lesson about the unique features of the Moon, dellvered via
the Century Tech e-learning platform.




Primary Section News; Y6 Poster-Making Activity, 22/2/24!

The theme of the
activity was
‘Sustainability’
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!

Y8- Star Student & Wellbeing

Chambions
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WSS Secondary Section Sporting Superstar Champions!

‘/

Congratulations to sporting superstar Ahmed Fraij (YIBH1) for achieving a bronze medal in the recent Arab Cup Champi-
onship 2024 for Taekwondo in Fujairah. This significant accomplishment has propelled him to the prestigious 3rd place
ranking in his category among competitors from across the Arab region.

Ahmed's success serves as a testament to his unwavering commitment and tireless effort, as well as the invaluable support
and encouragement he receives from his family & school community.

We are proud to celebrate Ahmed's outstanding performance & commitment to developing his own talent & sporting skills!

46




Secondary Section News; IGCSE Grading Report, 31/1/24!

Responding to your request, we've successfully

implemented the 9-1 grading system in IGCSE as requested.
This reflects our dedication to meeting your needs and
improving our educational practices.

Thank you for your input, which drives our commitment to
continuous enhancement.

An important meeting with the CIE Examinations Board representative this week to keep teh WSS team updated.




Secondary Section News; IGCSE Options Event, 20/2/24!

Y9 Parents & students attended a very important information session aimed at guiding them in their forthcoming IGCSE
options for subject choices for the next 2 years. IGCSE choices now will impact on ‘A’ Level choices next, with University
subject options & career pathways following.




Secondary Section News; IGCSE Options Event, 20/2/24!

Navigating T owards Future

Success@WSsS!"

Empowering Students:
Options, Opportunities,
Excellence.™-SLTs

"Building Pathways: IGCSE Options
FEvent -2024. Year 9 O}Jtions Fvent:

1 1

Efficient planning is crucial for success,
starting with an overview of the backward
planning process by Ms. Anisha and
establishing milestones and timelines leading
up to the event.by Ms. Swati
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Secondary Section News; AMPSMUN Participation!

KS5 One to One meeting with 'TL Ms. Ayesha Aslam

The session was focused on their routine of studying and outcome of Mock 1. The strategies were provided to
achieve expected or better than expected Grade in Mock 2. The students have set their achievable target and

selected the suitable strategies as per discussion.
. 4 E i




Secondary Section News; Maths Marvel Debate, 22/2/24!

The Principal was pleased to attend the Boys’ Maths Marvel Debate on 22/2/24. The debate topic related to whether maths
was valuable for everyone, or just for certain professions. The Principal shared feedback relating to debating skills, such as
basing assertions on research, using quotes, using formal language, keeping to the topic, sharing passion etc. Ms. Valerie re-
ally enjoyed the debate & the boys did a good job presenting confidently.
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Secondary Section News; Online DL, 12/2/24 & 13/2/24!
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Secondary Section News; Online DL, 12/2/24!

We would like to appreciate all
the 86% of parents who support-
ed their children to attend DL
TEAMS online classes on Mon-
day 12/2/23, after SPA put all
schools online due to the extreme
weather forecast.

We also appreciate that most of

. the children kept their camera

‘\‘\‘ on & wore smart school uniform,

reinforcing respect & seriousness

f 2| | towards their studies. Well done

: f.{ oy LRI | | to the whole WSS community for

— e managing the last-minute shift to

an online platform so smoothly,

despite region-wide connectivity

challenges from  Microsoft.
Thank you!
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Secondary Section News; Y7 Learning Activities!

Online Classes

Student demonstrating adaptabelty

Self
Reflection

In Year 7, students embark on a
journey of self-discovery through
thoughtful reflection.
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Secondary Section News; Y7 Learning Activities!

Collaborative
learning

* In Year 7, collaborative learning
ignites curiosity and fosters
teamwork as students explore
together.

Reconciliation

* In Year 7, conflicts serve as
opportunities for growth,
fostering bonds as students
navigate challenges and emerge
as friends.
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Secondary Section News; Y8 Learning Activities!

Y8- Poster making Year 8 DL Sessions

(Assembly session)
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Learning t0 calcul?

Math GrouP activity”
interior angles of

Group activity-Learning to calculate interior angles of

polygons
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Secondary Section News; Y9 Learning Activities!

Action to Fight
Clmate Change
hegt yos con do

5
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Secondary Section News; KS4-KS5 Guidance Session!
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