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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #18 

 18th January, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
School Priorities 
FYI, to keep you updated 
about key school priorities, 
please note p4 regarding the 
international Optimus Wellbe-
ing Award that we are pursu-
ing. Our aim is to raise aware-

ness of wellbeing issues & processes & to establish a 
more holistic & strategic approach to our wellbeing 
provision across the school. We look forward to your 
support by completing the short survey that will be 
coming to you shortly. Many thanks. 
 
Re-enrollment 
Please note the critical deadlines & actions required 
in ‘Dates for your Diary’ if you want to reserve a seat 
for your child for September 2024. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Thurs. 
11/1/24 

• T1 Reports released (online) 

Friday 
12/1/24 

• 8am-12pm; Parent Teacher Meeting (PTM) 

• Cashier open for Fee payment (Cashier also 
open on Saturday 13/1, 8am-12pm) 

• Parents are invited to come into school to meet 
their child’s teachers to discuss T1 progress, 
achievement & next steps. 

From Wed. 
24/1/24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mon. 
15/4/24 

• System re-enrollment opens for Sept. 2024 seats,  
subject to T2 fee payment & no serious behav-
iour issues (students with WLs are ‘On Proba-
tion’) 

• Online re-enrollment is required, but is a non-
binding indication only. Seats would be con-
firmed once the re-enrollment fee plus T3 fees 
have been cleared in full, by the given deadlines. 

• Regardless of any system-generated email, the 
re-enrollment fee is non-refundable for any rea-
son, as per the Sharjah Authority Circular. 

• The deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is 
Monday 15th April. After this date, any un-
booked seats would be given to the Waiting List. 

• To avoid any inconvenience & disappointment, 
do please keep to the given deadlines to secure 
your child a seat if required. Thank you. 

Wed. 
14/2/24 & 
Thurs. 
15/2/24 

• School closed for Mid-Term 2 Break (2 days) 

• Admin offices open (timings TBC) 

Friday 
29/3/24  to 
Sunday 
14/4/24 

• School closed for Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• T2 exams will run 1-2 weeks before Spring 
Break (exact dates TBC) 

• Admin Offices open on working days through-
out  the Break for Enrollment & Fee Payment 
(timings TBC) 

• Online fee payments recommended to avoid 
queues. However, the Cashier will be open in 
school on Saturday 13/4/24, 8am-1pm for con-
venient fee payment 

• Term 3 fees due by latest Monday 15th April. 
Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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7 
8 
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Whole School News 

• Optimus Wellbeing Award 

• Enrollment Open Day for September 2024 

• Whole School News 

• Staff CPD (Training) 

• Environmental & Recycling Superstar Champions 

• Colin the Character Camel 

• Happy Birthdays 
 

 
10-11 
12-14 
15 
16-19 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Junior Section Sports Festival 

• Learning Activities (General Projects & Home Learning) 

• Y2 Learning Activities 
 

 
20-21 
22 
23 
24-26 
 

27 
28 
 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Y5H2 Assembly on ‘Confidence’ 

• Y3F2 Assembly on ‘Perseverance’ 

• Y3 Learning Activities 

• Y6 Science with Parental Engagement Week 

• Healthy Eating Week 
 

  
29 
30 
31-33 
 

34 
35 
36 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

• PTM on 12/1/24 

• Sustainability Through Science Week 

• Y7 Learning Activities 

• Y8 PASS Survey  

• KS5 PASS Survey 
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Whole School News; The International Optimus Award! 
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Whole School News; Enrollment Open for September 2024! 

As published in previ-
ous Newsletters, our 
enrollment process for 
September 2024 seats 
has started. Enroll-
ment interviews &  
assessments have 
started with the Jun-
ior Section.  
These are pictures 
from Saturday 
13/1/24. Thank you to 
the team for giving up 
a weekend day to en-
sure a smooth process. 
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Whole School News 

We are proud to share that our Principal Ms. Valerie Thomp-
son has been selected to be a SPEA School Principal Council 
Executive Committee member, to serve colleagues to support 
SPEA-School collaboration  & Sharjah school development.  
We thank SPEA & Sharjah school Principals for this oppor-
tunity to serve the community in a meaningful way. 

WSS has a dedicated 
Wellbeing Team, who 
meet regularly to re-
view progress with 
achieving the interna-
tional Optimus Award 
for Wellbeing, & next 
steps with our school 
development on stu-
dent & staff wellbeing. 

Head of Inclusion Ms. Rema attended an important SPEA 
workshop on preparing the Performance Indicators for 
Safeguarding & Inclusion ready for the next school inspec-
tions.  
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

The Principal Ms. Valerie attended 
a SPEA ‘Excellence Day’ held at the 
SPEA Academy, on 17/1/24. The 
agenda included Inspection prepa-
ration, The School Learner Profile, 
Wesgreen’s Farm & Forest School, 
EYFS Cognitive Development 
Tracking & MUN. 
Our dedicated Teaching & Learn-
ing Coach Ms. Christine presented 
on ‘Personalising Learning’. 

The Principal, Ms. Valerie attended a meeting at SPEA Acad-
emy (SEA) with other SPC Principles. The Agenda was a col-
laboration with Toronto University for staff Leadership pro-
grammes . 

Head of Inclusion Ms. Rema & Guidance 
Counselor Ms. Gincy attended a SPEA 
workshop on ‘Developing Competencies for 
Psychologists’. 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Thank you Nabia for your fun, sustainability-related video on 
reusing materials. 
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Whole School News; Colin the Character Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Charity, Community Spirit, Honesty, Kindness & Respect)  

Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to sporting superstar Farid Amr (Y2/S2) for winning a bronze medal in the UAE 
Open Karate Championship for individual kata for the sports season 2023-2024. This was his first 
ever participation, so a special well done Farid!  
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Sports Days! 

Fathers’ Race, 18/1/24! 
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Junior Section News; FS Sports Day, 18/1/24! 
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Junior Section News; FS Sports Day, 18/1/24! 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Our amazing Primary Choir! We really enjoyed their impressive performance at the WSS MUN event opening ceremony on 
5/1/24 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to sport-
ing superstar Aisel, who 
won 3rd place in a Karate 
Championship. 
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Primary Section News; Y5H2 Assembly on ‘Confidence’, 17/1/24! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 F2 Assembly on ‘Perseverance’, 17/1/24! 
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Primary Section News; Y3H2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y3D1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y3S1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Science Day with Parent Engagement! 
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Primary Section News; Healthy Eating Week! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; PTM, 12/1/24! 

Thank you to all parents 
who attended. Your feed-
back will be considered as 
we plan for T2 PTM. 



31 

 

Secondary Section News; Sustainability Through Science Week! 
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Secondary Section News; Sustainability Through Science Week! 
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Secondary Section News; Sustainability Through Science Week! 



34 

 

Secondary Section News 

In Y7 
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Secondary Section News; Y8 PASS Survey! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 PASS Survey! 


