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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #17 

11th January, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
We are looking forward to 
meeting you all with your child 
(in smart school uniform) for 
PTM on Friday 12/1/24, 8am to 
12pm, to discuss the T1 Re-
port, progress, achievement & 
‘next steps’. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Thurs. 
11/1/24 

• T1 Reports released (online) 

Friday 
12/1/24 

• 8am-12pm; Parent Teacher Meeting (PTM) 

• Cashier open for Fee payment (Cashier also 
open on Saturday 13/1, 8am-12pm) 

• Parents are invited to come into school to meet 
their child’s teachers to discuss T1 progress, 
achievement & next steps. 

From Wed. 
24/1/24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mon. 
15/4/24 

• System re-enrollment opens for Sept. 2024 seats,  
subject to T2 fee payment & no serious behav-
iour issues (students with WLs are ‘On Proba-
tion’) 

• Online re-enrollment is a non-binding indication 
only. Seats are only confirmed once the re-
enrollment fee plus T3 fees have been cleared in 
full, by the given deadlines. 

• Regardless of any system-generated email, the 
re-enrollment fee is non-refundable for any rea-
son, as per the Sharjah Authority Circular. 

• The deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is 
Monday 15th April. After this date, any un-
booked seats would be given to the Waiting List. 

• To avoid any inconvenience & disappointment, 
do please keep to the given deadlines to secure 
your child a seat if required. Thank you. 

Wed. 
14/2/24 & 
Thurs. 
15/2/24 

• School closed for Mid-Term 2 Break (2 days) 

• Admin offices open (timings TBC) 

Friday 
29/3/24  to 
Sunday 
14/4/24 

• School closed for Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• T2 exams will run 1-2 weeks before Spring 
Break (exact dates TBC) 

• Admin Offices open on working days through-
out  the Break for Enrollment & Fee Payment 
(timings TBC) 

• Online fee payments recommended to avoid 
queues. However, the Cashier will be open in 
school on Saturday 13/4/24, 8am-1pm for con-
venient fee payment 

• Term 3 fees due by latest Monday 15th April. 
Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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6-11 
12 
 
13 
14 

Whole School News 

• SPEA Climate Change Survey 

• SPEA Traffic Congestion Survey 

• WSS MUN, 5-6/1/24 

• Storyboard Top Tips; 1) Cyber security (risks of oversharing 
online), 2) Wellbeing; Believe in Yourself! 

• Staff CPD 

• Happy Birthdays 
 

 
15 
16 
17 
 

18-19 
20-24 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• FS1 Learning Activities 

• FS2 Learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities  

• Y2 Learning Activities  

 
25 
26-28 
29 
 

30-40 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Y5 Sports Day, 8/1/24 

• Y4D1 Assembly on Wellbeing 

• World Science Day & Parent Engagement Activity 
 

  
41 
42 
43 
44-45 

Secondary Section News 

• Y7 Learning Activities 

• Y8 Reflection Time 

• Y9 Learning Activities 

• KS5 Student Reflection on Mock 1 
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Whole School News; SPEA Climate Change Survey 
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Whole School News; SPEA Traffic Congestion Survey 
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Ms. Lynn said, “Thank you for inviting me to the first MUN at WSS – it was a privilege 
to be there and most insightful – your students were impressively well-organized.” 

Whole School News; WSS MUN, 5-6/1/24! 

WSS Sixth Form students had worked very hard  for about a year, alongside their 

teachers, organizing our first ever Modul United Nations (MUN) event last weekend. 

The MUN event  was an educational simulation of the United Nations, where stu-

dents acted as delegates of different countries and debated on various global issues. 

The MUN event aimed to enhance the students’ skills in leadership, research, diplo-

macy, public speaking, and critical thinking. Around 15 schools from Sharjah, Dubai 

& Abu Dhabi are participating (plus 3 from overseas), with nearly 200 students. Our 

Y12 & Y13 Sixth Form students were the key organisers, led expertly by Zuha Raees 

& Mariam Shams. 

The theme of the WSSMUN’23 event was ‘Fostering Global Digitalization for Sus-

tainable Development: Embracing a Digital Revolution’. Special thanks to our SPEA 

School Improvement Advisor Ms. Lynn, who took time from her very busy schedule 

to attend the opening ceremony & to share a few words of encouragement. We were 

also treated to musical items from the Primary Choir & the Sixth Form Band. It was 

an absolutely fantastic event & the organisers are to be congratulated! 



7 

 

Whole School News; WSS MUN, 5-6/1/24! 
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Whole School News; WSS MUN, 5-6/1/24! 
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Whole School News; WSS MUN, 5-6/1/24! 
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Whole School News; WSS MUN, 5-6/1/24! 



11 

 

Whole School News; WSS MUN, 5-6/1/24! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

How to Personalise  learning in Lessons using 
data 

Ms. Valerie led a session on Identifying the ide-
al WSS Learner Profile, in order to better align 
school vision with educational provision. We 
will also be inviting student leaders, PPP & 
LAB to contribute to defining the WSS Leaner 
Profile. 



14 

 

Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2D1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2F2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2H1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2H2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2S2! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Maths superstar 
Alaqmar Kothawala (Y5H1)! He partici-
pated in the 9th National Abacus & Mental 
Arithmetic competition held in Oxford 
School, Dubai., & was awarded a trophy as 
a runner up.  

Congratulations & well done to these Y4 Class Champions & Class Dojo Superstar Champions of the week! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Sports Day, 8/1/24! 

The first Sports Day on our new Astro-Turf! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Sports Day, 8/1/24! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Sports Day, 8/1/24! 
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Primary Section News; Y4D1 Assembly, 10/1/24! 

Thak you to Y4D1 for the first Primary Assembly 
of T2! The important theme was on Wellbeing. 
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Primary Section News; World Science Day with Parent Engagement! 

Many thanks to the enthusiastic parents who joined their child’s classes for some scintillating science as part of our World 
Science Day activity. 
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Primary Section News; World Science Day with Parent Engagement! 
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Primary Section News; World Science Day with Parent Engagement in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; World Science Day with Parent Engagement in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities & Parent Engagement in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; World Science Day with Parent Engagement in Y4! 
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Primary Section News; World Science Day with Parent Engagement in Y5! 
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Primary Section News; World Science Day in Y5! 
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Primary Section News; World Science Day With Parent 

Engagement in Y5D1! 
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Primary Section News; World Science Day with Parent Engagement  in Y5S1! 
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Secondary Section News; Y7 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Y8 Reflection Time! 
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Secondary Section News; Y9 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Student Reflection on Mock 1! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Student Reflection on Mock 1! 


