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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #16 

 4th January, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Happy New Year 2024! We wish 
all our families a safe, healthy & 
successful new year. 
 
Welcome back for another busy, 
learning-rich Term.  

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Thurs. 

11/1/24 

• T1 Reports released (online) 

Friday 

12/1/24 

• 8am-12pm; Parent Teacher Meeting (PTM) 

• Parents are invited to come into school to meet 
their child’s teachers to discuss T1 progress, 
achievement & next steps. 

Wed. 

14/2/24 & 

Thurs. 

15/2/24 

• School closed for Mid-Term 2 Break 

• Admin offices open  

Friday 

29/3/24  to 

Sunday 

14/4/24 

• School closed for Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• T2 exams will run 1-2 weeks before Spring 
Break 

• Admin Depts. will be open on working days 
throughout  for Enrollment & Fee Payment 

• Online fee payments recommended to avoid 
queues, however, the Cashier will be open in 
school on Saturday 13/4/24, 8am-1pm for con-
venient fee payment 

• Term 3 fees due by latest Monday 15th April. 
Thank you. 
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11/1/24 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to help you & your chil-

dren to become more familiar & 

comfortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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5 
5 
6 
 

7 
8 
8 

Whole School News 

• Staff of Term 1 Award Winners  

• Environmental & Recycling Superstar Champions 

• Sharing a Beautiful Arabic Display Board 

• Whole School News; New Astroturf, Staff CPD (Training) 

• Storyboard Top Tips 1) Grit & Perseverance, 2) Awaiting Results 

• Happy Birthdays 

• Parent Appreciation 
 

 
9-10 
11-12 
13-18 
 

Junior Section News 

• FS2 Learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 

 
19 
20-21 
22 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Activities & Parent Appreciation  

• Y5 Personalised Learning Activities 

• Y5 & Y6 Learning Activities 
 

  
23 
24 
25 
 
26-27 
 
28 
29 

 
 

Secondary Section News 

• MUN Preparation  

• Y13 Wellbeing Activity 

• Back to school; Y7 & Y8 Learning Activities 

• Y9 Learning Activities; Developing Collaboration & Independent 
Learning Skills!  

• Back to School for T2; KS4 Learning Activities 

• Sixth Form Learning Activities 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Staff of Term 1 Awards! 

Celebrating excellence 
& ‘going the extra 
mile’; Staff of Term 1 
Awards! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Whole School News; Beautiful Learning Displays in School! 
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Whole School News 

Staff receiving First Aid training  over the weekend. Schools are required to have a certain % of staff trained in first Aid.  

Our beautiful new Astroturf! 

Staff CPD (Training)
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; FS2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 

Y2F2 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 



19 

 

Primary Section News 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities Using IT for 

Personalisation of Learning in Y5! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in a Y5 STEAM 

Lesson! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 & Y6 Learning Activities  
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Secondary Section News: Preparing for WSS MUN, 5th-6th 

January 2024! 

WSS Sixth Form students have been working very hard organizing our first ever Modul United Nations (MUN) event, sched-
uled for the coming weekend. 

The MUN event is an educational simulation of the United Nations, where students act as delegates of different countries and 
debate on various global issues. The MUN event aims to enhance the students’ skills in leadership, research, diplomacy, pub-
lic speaking, and critical thinking. Around 15 schools from Sharjah, Dubai & Abu Dhabi are participating, with nearly 200 
students. Our Y12 & Y13 Sixth Form students are the key organisers, led by Zuha Raees & Mariam Shams. 

The theme of the WSSMUN’23 event is ‘Fostering Global Digitalization for Sustainable Development: Embracing a Digital 
Revolution’. 

Thank you to all staff involved in supporting the MUN event over their weekend. 
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Secondary Section News; Y13Wellbeing Activity! 
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Secondary Section News; Y7 & Y8 Learning Activities! 

Back to School for T2; Year 7 & Y8 students 
actively participating in classroom discus-
sions and focusing on doing individual tasks. 
They also applied the effective use of digital 
resources. 
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Secondary Section News; Y9 Developing Collaboration & 

Independent Learning Skills!  
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Secondary Section News; Y9 Learning Activities; Developing 

Collaboration & Independent Learning Skills!  
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Sixth Form Learning Activities! 


