GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH

VARKEY
“ FOUNDATION

C/:angmg lves ﬂwqg/l education

< Newsletter Issue #14
30th November, 2023

common sense

SCHOOL

G5

EDUCATION

Message from the
Principal/CEO
Ms. Valerie Thompson

UAE’s 52nd National cSSess smavesslsid
Day B ottt sios st
Wishing all our fami-
lies a wonderful 52nd UAE National Day. We take
this opportunity for appreciating the Leadership &
peoples of UAE for this wonderfully welcoming, safe
& secure environment. We wish the UAE & its peo-
ple every continuing blessing, peace & success.

GEMS Parent Survey

Manu thanks to our parents who have already com-
pleted the annual parent survey for GEMS. Schools
are compared, so, if you have not yet completed the
survey, please help us to raise our score & Survey
Engagement Rate by completing it this week. Re-
questing your kind support as always to add positivi-
ty to our survey result. See p4-5 for a handy survey
guide. Many thanks.

NALES, {for Your @ﬁ@[@

Date

Details

Mon. 13th
Nov.

GEMS Parent Survey open. Have you complet-
ed the survey? If not kindly support positively.
Many thanks.

Monday 4th
December

School closed as part of the National Day week-
end holiday. School opens on exam timings
(7:20am-12:30pm) for all students from Tuesday
Sth December

Mon. 20th
Nov.—
Mon. 11th
Dec.

Class & Portrait Photographs (optional). Exact
date has been shared by your child’s Teacher.
The online Link to select, order & pay for re-
quired photos will be shared with parents .

Thurs. 30th
Nov-Thurs.
14th Dec

All students on exam timings, 7:20am-12:30pm.
Buses will leave at 12:30pm.

Babysitting available until 2:20pm if required.
Collect your child from the designated Babysit-
ting class

Sat.30th
Dec. 2023

Online fee payment of T2 fees recommended to
avoid queues. However, the Cashier will be open
for parent convenience, 8am-2pm

Mon. 18th
Dec—Mon.
1st Jan.
2024

School closed for Winter Break (2 weeks).
School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024.
T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you.

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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The most important gifts
you can give your child are
a and the

that will guide them
through life

Sunny Varkey

Whole School News
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Find our updated Parent Hand-
book through this QR code.
Check-out school policies & pro-
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fortable with our system.
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Whole School News; Parent Survey Guide

H-AFLANH

Date: November, 2023

Dear Parents.

Subject: GEMS Parent Survey
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At WSS, we are commiftted to engaging with our parents to achieve our vision, ‘Excellence Thronugh
Teamwork; Success for AIl’. We aim to provide the very best possible learning experience and outcomes
for wour child, so value vour balanced, regular feedback on what is working well, and what can be improved
further. In order to gain further parent feedback, GEMS will shortly issue a Parent Survey link to your
registered email We would highly appreciate you taling some of your valuable time to complete this to
share vour valuable insights on matters within the school’s control (please do not consider areas such as
fees. Books with fees & buses that are outside school control. Thank vou).
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Score

What this means

10

Some examples for scoring

Parent is a Promotor &
would highly recommend
WSS to family & friends
O3o30n O3rgpall @ el
Bids cBaoylg AblaUWSS

Very happv & satisfied with school & management in all areas
that are within school’s control. Any quenies/issues have been
responded to prompily & solved. Child i1s making very good
progress & is very happy with Teacher & to attend lessons.
Parent feels that school 1s fully committed to improvement & high
standards.
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Parent is a Promotor.
Parent would recommend
WSS to family & friends
Doy Osmapall xSl
B cBasyig AblaUWSS

Generally happy & satisfied with school & management in most
areas that are within school’s control. Any queries/issues have
been responded to & solved where possible. Child is making good
progress & is happy with Teacher & to attend lessons. Parent feels
that school is generally committed to improvement & high
standards.
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Whole School News; Parent Survey Guide

7-8 Average score.
Parent 15 ‘Passive’
o yd dawa g
Jlad A" Wiglt

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied. Child's generally likes school
& learning, but individual needs are only partially met for
reasons within the school’s control Parent unsure whether they
wish to continue at WSS due to aspects of the learning

environment that are within the school’s control.
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0-6 Low score.
Parent is a “Detractor’
Parent would not
recommend WSS to
family/friends.
adis days
"AZiia" g Wil
J alial) WSS 3 Slligh (g0 o
PRt

Parent/child not comfortable with the WSS learning
environment/management/Teachers for reasons within the
school’s control. School does not respond to queries/issues or
solve them where possible. Parent feels that school 1s not fully

commutted fo improvement & high standards.
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We look forward to your feedback to support achievement of our vision, ‘Excellence Through Teamwork;

Success for Al
Thank vou, dear parents.
Regards,

Ms. Valene Thompson
WSS Principal/CEQ
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WSS Superstar Champions!

Proud WSS student & World Topper for Edexel A/S Level Maths, Humayra Tasnim (Y13) stands with her formal certificate
&proud Teachers past & present. Each helped to support her through her mathematical learning journey, along with her
parents, on the road to impressive success! Congratulations Humayra & to all her teachers, past & present & best wishes for
your coming ‘A’ Levels..




Whole School News; Celebrating UAE ati nal ay, 29/11/23!
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UAE National Day falls on 2™ of December and marks the UAE's formal Nationalization and
the start of the federal unification of the Emirates in 1971. "Spirit of the Union' is the official
theme of the UAE's National Day celebrations. Please note:
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Teamwork by some of A
our lovely, supportive &%
M Positive Parent Part-
ners (PPP), preparing
for the UAE National
Day celebrations.
Thank you, ladies!
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Whole School News; Celebrating UAE ati nal ay, 29/11/23!




Whole School News; Celebrating UAE ati nal ay, 29/11/23!
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Whole School News; Celebrating UAE ati nal ay, 29/11/23!
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Whole School News; Celebrating UAE ati nal ay, 29/11/23!




Whole School News; Celebrating UAE ati nal ay, 29/11/23!




Whole School News; Celebrating UAE ati nal ay, 29/11/23!
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WSS Superstar Champions!

Mr. Osama receives a Certificate & WSS received a trophy at a ceremony at SPEA on 28/11/23., for Mr. Osama’s contribu-
tion to SPEA’s Lisan ALDad committee. This committee is leading important work on raising standards of Arabic across
Sharjah through Curriculum, Teaching & Assessment. Development. The ceremony was attended by SPEA dignitaries, in-
cluding Dr. Ali AL Hosany, Director of SPEA who presented WSS with a splendid trophy. We are proud of our HOD MOE
Subject Mr. Osama’s significant contribution. We thank SPEA SIA Arabic Ms. Rana for her support.

e
¥y = -\‘" A__
% L)




Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!
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Whole School News; Early Morning Football Team Coaching!
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Many thanks to our
dedicated PE Teach-
ers for investing this
extra time in our
Football Team
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!

Fz A 527 UAE National Day

Celebration

SITED ARAB E uurr,

IMWMM
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o Itisthe At school we So, during these “S5F  Yes, you are right! | Exactly, Lenon!
date that wear UAE flag national day While enjoying the | Thank you for

Every year United Arab
Emirates National Day is colours' dres: li lebra p
marks the s holideys we can celebratln. We < | the ideas. | can

marked on 2 December. L bring spend our time
o ) unification traditional 0;?;:;{:'2‘ with our family hoaks, practise and also do
Dubbed the Spirit of the Union of all seven .fm‘ and an witness' the i and enjoy. We can memorise the physical
. displays UAE dazzing firework As a resident alsorevise in multiplication activities to
Emirates National day dispiays 1o of the UAE, prepartion for the ble. keep myself
! \ s into one related elaborate how do we exams before the active and
day celebration! ; b nation \ Materials in parades and , usually winter break healthy.
4 - ] glittering oelebrate the 1

Please tell me ‘why do [ : ; 1| (3,
| wecelerateuar g oy , ceremonies. ””‘[ NAtmnaI 1. ==2"| Enjoy and have

National Day every 2nd | - [ )
| -ty UAE National Day
pecemeer? [ { is a time when
locals and
expatriates
gather together

"Remember students, more than
We all will be cheering loudly for % just the races and results, sports
you. Just try your best and more A day is about having the spirit of
. | i -
importantly, have funi ) h:g?{;s T:;:emgﬁzgcg:aag:m:t'n Fantastic perspectives everyone!
I ) y - g I'm glad you see how sports day
3 > allows us to challenge ourselves

and teaches skills beyond text
book learning."

It's also about learning |
skills like coordination.

Sheena, hurry up or

you'll be late for the

— ! sports day! | felt great cheering everyone

even though | didn't win.
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Whole School News; Colin the Character Camel!

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character
(Charity, Community Spirit, Honesty, Kindness & Respect)

Students of YSF1 expressed their thanks and gratitude to their teachers and the people who inspire them.

With Mr. Arvie




Whole School News; Colin the Character Camel!

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character
(Charity, Community Spirit, Honesty, Kindness & Respect)

S

Y3F2 students with their appreciation note |
for loved ones

WSS Junior & Primary English Language Leaders attended a workshop on ‘Best
Practice in Synthetic Phonics’ at GCS on 23/11/23.. The session was organized by our
SPEA SIA Ms. Lynn for all the British school cluster.

19



Birthday Celebrations
\5 with Ms.Fauzia and Ms.Benil

Y2F2

for promoting
Healthy eating
Birthday Celebrations

& &

Happy Birthday

20

Y3D1: Birthday boy of
the month



WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

ieaay - w.-

LR X ‘e
VT S 1y S sSRRY .
r o
LOB-ORWeEEd




Junior Section News; T1 Wellbeing Report!
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(9 Students of WSS Junior Section
have healthy eating habits, on

reqular as well as special days.

,." H .’.4.\ N
| 1" 1N
Wow! mfo‘awr ror
MAKING HEALTH CAKE .
FSZ HZ

)

':l' Conveying
messages

about healthy
living through

class assembly.

) The most overwhelming key to a
child’s success is the positive
involvement of parents.

Celebrating Parental Engagement in
JS, 2023.

£ Wellbeing is having a
healthy body and
healthy mind.
Students expressing
emotions through art.
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Junior Section News
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Junior Section News; Achievement & Success in FS1H!
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in YID2!

Y1-D2 with Ms, sadiqa and Ms. Asma
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in YIH2!

Y1H2 Ms. Beena & Ms. Manil
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in YIH2!
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2D1!
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2D1!

Journey of 7 emirates to ¥
become a nation
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TR: Jinitra Rajesh

TA: Asma Mohamed




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2D2!




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2F2 & Y252/

7 Learning SPIit Digraph With ; WINPT ®=U Y2F2 Sharing Happiness on

Ms.Fauzia and Ms.Benil UAE. ~
Celebration

Reading = about UAE National day °
Celebration )

<
PP Ms.Fauzia and Ms.Benil

with g

500 Bl i Gy - 52 UAE National day Celebration

> (06T Wittty with
it et ey D : 4
;;3,—-%% Ms.Fauzia and Ms.Benil
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2H1!

Y2H1 with Ms. Roomana and Ms. Aqueen
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2H?2!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Dear Miss Anju,

such motivation and support play a crucial role for each student.

Best Regards,
Ghazala Kausar

I wanted to take a moment to express my gratitude for providing the opportunity to my son, Muhammad Faris, to perform during the assembly.
| am also happy and delighted for him on receiving the "Healthy Lifestyle Leader" badge. This has not only boosted my son's confidence but also left a lasting impact on his overall development and has encouraged him to do more.

As a mother, | would like to appreciate your dedication in recognizing and nurturing the talent of each student in the class. Your support has enriched Faris's educational growth as well as personal growth. | personally believe that

Once again, thank you for your dedication, encouragement and for being an inspiration to Muhammad Faris and his classmates. We are fortunate to have you as Faris's Class Teacher.

Dear Ms. Anju,

Sofia Sayed

Eshal's Mother

| wanted to express my sincere gratitude for the incredible support and confidence you provide to the students. Your
dedication is truly admirable and highly appreciated

o o e i 5 =
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Class Reading
Champion

Y5D1

e
EADIN
\ CLASSR“M?W‘*F N \
hammad Fari®
=L )
Sy ":m

forrs |
F—ra

e
CHAMPION
“

With Ms. Anju Kumar

Class Dojo
Champions

W g e
55DOJ0 CHaggp
;’(;\-9 awarded to 2 o

Madhav Siva Sivaprasad
3 @ o

for scoring the highest dojo points in &
the class!

Y5D1

- Vs 0o l\
559050 CHANpy 3
awarded to
KHALID ELSIDDIG

Q

2 for scoring the highest dojo points in &
the cl

Madhav Siva With Ms. Anju Kumar Khalid Elsiddig

Class
Champions

Y5D1

ki

With Ms. Anju Kumar

/i

Eshal Mariyam




WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

* Winners of Times Table competition — Y5D1 * : P \ "
[ e ‘ / i \

< With Ms. Anju Kumar

Lana Elsaid

Y3D1: Class Dojo Champion

Karas Y6BF Rabia Y6GD Matab Y6GD




Primary Section News; Y6 Sports Day, 27/11/23!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Sports Day, 27/11/23!
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Primary Section News; Y3 & Y4 Sports Day, 28/11/23!
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The Primary Choir entertaining as part of the Sports Day programme

Our enthusiastic & energetic Student Leaders did a fabulous job supporting the PE team & their peers during Sports Day.
Ms. Sonia was very impressed & much appreciative! They really deserved their ’Positive Contribution’ medals. Well done
Student Leaders!
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Primary Section News

Thank you Nabia (Y5S2) for your nice video about the days of the week & how to ask
“What is your name?” in French! Tres bien!

Mr. Arvie and Ms. Sameena clubbed the students of Y5F1
and Y5F2 as cover to PE. It was a wellbeing day for students
as they enjoyed the fun games and physical activity.

42



Primary Section News; ND Learning Activities in Y3D2!
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Primary Section News; ND Learning Activities in Y4!

Designing a T-shirt with UAE theme was the National Day activity.
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Primary Section News; ND Learning Activities in

Wednesday

Social Studies ND Activities with Ms.
Amira.
Y5D1 ND poster with Ms. Anju .




Primary Section News; ND Learning Activities in Y5!

Y5F1 students enjoy their library time as they love reading. Ms. Rapunzel and Mr. Arvie supported them during the session.

Welldone! -with Mr. Arvie

Itis good to see how Mohamed Nasser applied his learning on how to write an effective report during his English lesson.
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!

L

Below, some of our wonderful Student Leaders who have
been incredibly committed to supporting their fellow
students to be more safe & sensible, through helping out
in various activities, including Morning duty, Break du-
ty, Dispersal duty & sports events in the Secondary Sec-
tion. Thank you!

KS4 students proudly
displaying their trophies,
certificates, and artwork
to highlight their talents
at the KS4 Talent Expo




WSS Secondary Section KS4 Superstar Champions!




WSS Secondary Section Noetic Superstar Champions!

W55 Second, lish Moetic Notebook Winner Movember2023 | “ﬁ

25 | 10BESL | 13501000025083 Trisha Marie Velzsco andsn Ms. Kalyani

$/N | YEARE | ID NAME TEACHER 26 | 106EsL | 13501000003236 Yara Said Kamal Saidi M. Nimisha
SEC

27 | 10gFLE | 13501000000973 Syeda Manahil Fatima Risvi Ms. Anju
1 780 13501000005653 Shabir Al Asgar M. Pratik 28 | 10sEst | 13501000001002 Urmima Zainab Suryia Mr. Shoaib
2 78H 13501000024803 Akmed Butt Ihtizaz Latif Butt Mr. Bratik 29 | 106EsL | 13501000013416 Maha Ziad Kanawati Ms. Renisha
3 78F 13501000023754 Ghudai Ghassan Hasan Al Zubaidi M. Taena 30 | 10BFLE | 13501000001516 Evan Shitiu Ms. Nimisha
4 785 1301000005464 Shayan Haroon Macen Ms. Arya 31 | 1oBest | 13s01000026223 Abdul Vajid Karikkulakkat Hadiunas Mr. Shoait
5 76F 13501000013464 Aareta Mufaddal Bilimoria Ms. Arya 32 | BB ESL [ 13501000025052 Firas Irfan Pandit M. Anju
& 760 13501000005504 Sophia Al Waraich Piayar Al Waraich Ms. Armbika 3 1DBESL | 13501000024767 Devdarsh Rahul Vijayan Ms. Kalyani

34 | 10BESL | 13501000004920 Kyle Andrew Belleza Wellambage M. Teena
? 76H 13501000012905 Hana Ahmed Mahamed Hasan Avad Ms. Armbika

35 | 10BESL | 13501000024753 Muhammad Ashaz Farhaj Moin M. Renisha
a 765 13501000021032 Adaa Nizami Aslam Nizami Ms. Arya

36 | 11BFLE | 1350100001551 Ahmed Abbas Shahzada Shoaib Abbas Ms. Swati
a 280 1350100019631 Abdelrahman Mohamed Abdelhamid Hr. Pratik

37 | 11BESL | 13501000017284 Muhammad larahim Khurram Razzag Ms. Anju
1w | asr 13501000007373 Vihia Mahammad lsam Al Fugaha Mr. Sheait —— -

38 | MBESL | 13501000024087 Pamitha Mikiran Wellage M. Renisha
1| ass 13501000023737 Hiib Kaplunenka Ms. Kalyani —

30 | 1BESL | 1350100001241 MOHAMED ALIIBRAHIM ISMAIL IBRAHIN Ms. Nimisha
1z | amw 1350100007441 Fares Emad Abdelazim Ahmed Hamauda bs. Ambika

40 | 11GESL | 1350100001629% MANASL ROMAN AZAM KHAN M. Ayesha
13 | acu 1350100001772 INSIYA HUZAIEA IETPURW ALA Ms. Arya —— - —

41 | 11GESL | 1350100000611 Syeda Tayyiba Zainub Syed Usair Ahsan Ms. Nimisha
14 | acr 13501000014060 Lujain Mohammed Ws. Ajitha - - -

42 | 11GESL | 13501000025047 Haadia Imran Shaikh Ms. Anju
15 | aco 1350100000561 Maham Ashig Ali Ashin Ali M. Ajitha

43 | 116FLE | 1350100002056 AMANA FARAZ BUKHARI SYED FARAZ Ms. Renisha
16 | 9w 13501000020488 Abdul Rehm an Mubsmmad Asif Ms. Arya

4 |1 13501000007121 Hihal Nair Ms. Ayeshia
17| eeF 1350100014550 Ahmed Aly Ahmed Kashef Ms. Renisha

a5 | 128 1350100001955 6 Wakencia Savia Fernandes M. Swati
18 | 9ms 13501000012413 Tayem Sheif Sabby Ms. Armbika

46 | 138 13501000002964 Muhammid Maaz Muhammad lkram Ul Hag M. Swati
19 | s6o 1350100001 1640 FATHIMA ZAHRA Ms. Ajitha -

47 | 13e 13501000015668 Iman Zahrs Waseam Abbas lanjua Ms. Ayeshia
20 | 9801 | 1350100002582% Hamza Ahmad Ws. Ajitha
21 | 2802 | 13501000003636 Akmead Qsman Ahmed Mahamed Osman Ms. Kalyani
22 | 965 13501000025903 Amna Faisal Ms. Teena
23 | a36F 13501000015742 Jaad Hasan Abmed Ghanem Ms. Nimisha
2 | 9cH 13501000024280 Sanjita Fagalur Sujay Ms. Taena

WSS English Noetic Notebook Awards 2023 |
Noetic Notebook Winner November, 2023

\ I WSS English Noetic Notebook Awards 2023
Noetic Notebook Winner November, 2023

- d

Name of the Student : Lujain

Name of the Student : Hamza Ahmad
Year & Section : Year 8GF

A

par & Section : Year 9BD1 oyl s
Subject Teacher : Ms. Ajitha Pillai N

Department of Ei

Congratufations!

Department of English

WSS English Noetic Notebook Awards
Noetic Notebosk Wisner Oct/Nov 2023

Na : ,
Mirne of the Student  Aar me of the Student : Kylo Andrew ‘

Year & Section : Year 10 BD
Wour & Sevsze : Vow 2GF ar

bt Teaibar: M Arya Saresh




WSS Secondary Section Superstar Reading Champions!

READER OF THE TERM
AYA TARIQ Y8GF

Aya has read 15 books this Term! As they say, ‘Practice makes perfect!’; she is reading the
above expected Lexical range books.
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Chess Champions/!
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Secondar ;
'y Section News; S
; Secondary T1 Wellbei
eing Report!

r
WSS Appreciation Day was 2
chance for us to acknowledge
and applaud the collective
efforts, talents, and diversity that
makes our community s©
extraordinary! Students took 3
moment to appreciate each
other's contributions, inspire one
another, and create 2 memorable
day filled with camaraderie and
celebration for their family, their
friends & their Teachers!
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Secondary Section News; Secondary T1 Wellbeing Report!

KS4 students proudly displaying their trophies,

certificates, and artwork to highlight their talents at
the KS4 Talent Expo
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KS4 students participating in different outdoor wellbeing activities guided by the sociology
club members from KS5 as a part of KS4 Wellbeing Week
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Secondary Section News; Secondary T1 Wellbeing Report!

KS4 WELL-BEING WEEK

KS4 students participated in guided outdoor well-being activity to
promote mental well-being including grounding exercise and
gratitude reflection.

KS4 students creating ‘Harmony Canvas’ with their wellbeing
quotes and messages as a part of KS4 Well Being Week
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Secondary Section News; KS3 celebrates No on Do 29/11/23!

Y8BHL1 students celebrating 52th UAE National Day with Ms. Shany




Secondary Section News; Y12-Y13 Trip Time to Motion Gate!

Learning outcome of the Motion Gate trip:

e Students were able to experience the science behind motion and design in theme park

engineering.
Every thrilling ride was a lesson in physics, creativity, and innovation.

(]
Stj'id"ents made memories that combined fun and learning for a truly enriching experi-
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Secondary Section News; Sixth Form Jackets!

Q Senior Jackets!

Vs %72/776T’§

Om a joy-filled day, students beamed with pride
as received their long-awaited senior

s, ereating a vibrant tapestry of
that echoed through the hallways.
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Secondary Section News; Sixth Form Jackets!

Sixth Form Students look super smart in
their newly updated uniform, & their person-
alised jackets, which they had a hand in de-
signing. Great to see our students applying
their leadership & managerial skills to real-
life situations!

Year 12 students modified the senior jacket
to suit their new Sixth Form uniform. Jackets
were also personalized with student name,
number and initials.




with Y12 & Y13!
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