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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #11 

 9th November, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Have your Say & Contribute 
to Our School Development 
The annual GEMS Parent Sur-
vey will be released on Monday 
13/11/23, giving our parents 
the opportunity to have a 
‘Voice’ in celebrating what is 

going well & contributing specific ideas for ‘Next 
Steps’. We would like to encourage all our parents to 
take a few minutes to complete the Parent Survey. 
Guidelines are outlined on p4-5 FYI. GEMS encour-
ages healthy competition between schools, so we are 
looking forward to your positive support. Many 
thanks. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Term 1 Ex-
ams 

• FS1-Y6 T1 exams from  Monday 4th to Thurs-
day 14th December. 

• Y9 Exams from Monday 27th November to 
Thursday 14th December. 

Mon. 13th 
Nov. 

• GEMS Parent Survey scheduled for release. 
Parents are kindly requested to take a few 
minutes to complete it positively to support on-
going school development. Please see the docu-
ment on p5-6 for guidance. Thank you. 

Wednesday 
29th or 
Thurs. 30th 
Nov. (TBC) 

• WSS will be celebrating UAE National Day. 
Staff & students may come dressed in the UAE 
flag colours & bring traditional food to share 
with classmates (optional)  

Sat.30th 
Dec. 2023 

• Online fee payment of T2 fees recommended to 
avoid queues. However, the Cashier will be open 
for parent convenience, 8am-2pm 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—Mon. 
1st Jan. 
2024 

• School closed for Winter Break (2 weeks). 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 

Happy Diwali to all our families who  celebrate this 
festival 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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7-8 
 
 

9-10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
 

Whole School News 

• Parent Survey Guidelines 

• GEMS New Wellbeing Charter 

• WSS Hosts the Northern Emirates Soccer Tournament, 7th-9th 
November 

• Staff CPD 

• Environmental & Recycling Superstar Champions 

• Colin the Character Camel; Charity for Gaza 

• Storyboard Top Tips; 1) Wellbeing, 2) Attendance & Punctuality  

• Happy Birthdays 
 

 
15-16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23-28 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Assembly Time with Y2F1 

• Assembly Time with Y1H1 

• Learning Activities (general) 

• Learning Activities in FS2 

• Learning Activities in Y1 

• Learning Activities in Y2 
 

  
29 
30 
30 
 

31 
31 
 

32-33 
34 

Secondary Section News 

• Business Club Investiture Ceremony 

• Mock Mentoring Month 

• Flag Day Awareness Sessions 

• GEMS Climate Change Survey Participation 

• Social Media Responsible Cyber Security Awareness Session  

• KS4 Trip Time to ‘Green Planet’! 

• Anti-Bullying Week! 
 

Thank you to superstar Nabia, 
who regularly shares fun & ener-
gizing videos related to her learn-
ing! Thank you Nabia & to her 
very hard-working, supportive 
Mother! 
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Whole School News; Parent Survey Guidelines 

GEMS Parent Survey is scheduled for re-

lease. Parents are kindly requested to take a 

few minutes to complete it positively to sup-

port ongoing school development. Please see 
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Whole School News; Parent Survey Guidelines 
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Whole School News; GEMS New Wellbeing Charter! 
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Whole School News; WSS Hosts the Northern Emirates Soccer 

Tournament, 7th-9th November 

This was a very-well organized, stu-
dent-led Tournament. We were 
proud of our girls’ team who 
reached the semi-finals. Well done! 
Thank you to Mr. Jishar & the PE 
Team for your support & hard 
work. 
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Whole School News; WSS Achievement in the Northern 

Emirates Soccer Tournament, 7th-9th November 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

Mr. Franklin & Ms. Sreeja, Secondary Assistant Principals, led a CPD session for other GEMS schools on Century Tech, one 
of the AI programs we are implementing to promote personalised learning across the school. 
 
The meeting, held at Wellington School, was a good learning experience. The event was attended by Primary TLs and the 
KS3 team from WSS.  The delegates from other GEMS schools were highly appreciative of the strategy shared by us during 
our session. A graph was shared by the Century Tech team, showing the usage of Century Tech across GEMS schools. A big 
cheer went up for WSS who were leading the field! Congratulations to the KS2 and KS3 teams for embedding the practice at 
WSS. 

The Principal Ms. Valerie attended 
the GEMS Principals’ Conference on 
8/11/23 in Dubai along with the other 
GEMS Principals & Management. 
The Agenda was ‘Children’s Ser-
vices’. We worked in groups looking 
into WWW & EBI of provision for 
Safeguarding, G&T, GEMS For Life 
& more. 
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Whole School News; SPEA SIA Ms. Lynn’s Beacon Schools 

Stretch & Challenge - Maths Session 2, 9/11/23! 

WSS HOD Maths Ms. Sherin & Primary Maths Coordinator 
Ms. Sasi led the 2nd Beacon Schools Stretch & Challenge - 
Maths Session 2, 9/11/23 for 30 Sharjah British curriculum 
schools Maths leads. 
 
We thank our SPEA School Improvement Advisor (SIA) for 
attending & supporting this collaborative training session. 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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The ‘Tarahum for Gaza’ collection of food & other grocery 
items is going very well. Thank you dear parents & students for 
your generosity & care. The last date for submitting items in 
WSS is Thursday 9/11/23. Thank you. 

Whole School News; Colin the Character Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Respect, Charity, Kindness & Community Spirit)  
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions; Take-Home Teddy! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2F1, 9/11/23! 

Y2F1’s lovely Assem-
bly was about 
‘Taking Care of Our-
selves & Others’. We 
learnt to make smart 
choices about eating. 
sleep & exercise. We 
also learnt about be-
ing kind & respectful 
to others. 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1H1, 9/11/23! 

The theme of 
Y1H1’s As-
sembly was 
‘The Im-
portance of 
Family’. We 
learnt how to 
be helpful 
family mem-
bers by loving 
& respecting 
each other 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2D1, 9/11/23! 

FS2D1 taught us about healthy eat-
ing through dramatizing the story 
‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. It 
was a very cute Assembly. Many 
thanks to all the many parents who 
attended this week. We loved having 
you! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Secondary Section News; Business Club Investiture Ceremony! 
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Secondary Section News; Mock Mentoring Month! 

Sixth Form Mock Mentoring Month.  
Activity: one month of Peer Mentoring for the upcoming Mock-
1 exams.  
Anticipated outcome: Improved study strategies, clarification of 
doubts, and increased confidence in exam preparation are antic-
ipated outcomes 

Flag Day Awareness Sessions!! 



31 

 

Secondary Section News; GEMS Climate Change Survey! 

Thank you to Ms. Laneetha for leading on the 
GEMS Student Climate Change Survey. In line with 
GEMS sustainability goals & COP28 aims, we con-
ducted the survey for our Secondary Section stu-
dents on 8/11/23. WSS actively encouraged almost 
all secondary students to participate, and we believe 
that their valuable input will contribute significantly 
to the ongoing conversation about the climate crisis, 
climate change education, sustainability, and the 
future of our environment and planet. 

Social Media Responsible Cyber Security Awareness Session!! 

Ms. Anisha led a Social Media Responsible Cyber Security Awareness session for Y13 
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Secondary Section News: KS4 Girls’ Trip Time! 

KS4 visited ‘Green Planet’ in Dubai, where they 
were able to interact & observe many types of wild, 
exotic creatures. 
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Secondary Section News: KS4 Boys’ Trip Time! 

KS4 visited ‘Green Planet’ in Dubai, where they 
were able to interact & observe many types of wild, 
exotic creatures. 



34 

 

Secondary Section News: Anti-Bullying! 


